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Inheritance of Courage
Republished from May 2015

As we begin to move on to May, the increasing warmth each day and the freshness of the new rains have almost 
graciously helped us to forget about the chill of winter. It is a wondrous thing that we humans do when our mind’s eye 
embraces the comforts of the present and forgets the ills of yesterday.  Yet, the past, both pleasant and arduous, is an 
anchor for all we hold dear today. The precious memories of our childhood balanced with our most bitter memories of 
what helped us to come of age, people we have loved and painfully lost, and the fact that every story of shared history 
involves the heroic deeds of those who overcame at times horrific odds and sacrificially contributed to national and human 
freedom and security.

Every time we partake in the Lord’s Meal we are exercising the full 
range of what it means to draw power, encouragement, hope, and 
strength in our collective memories of what our Lord has done for 
us. We become people of courage because his courageous stand is 
forever entwined in the fabric of who we claim we are or he claims we 
are as a community in faith. The Original Roget’s Thesaurus of English 
Words and Phrases lists boldness and fearlessness as synonyms of 
courage, but courage often exists in spite of the presence of facing the 
dreadful knowledge of our vulnerability and mortality. In fact courage 
doing what our dread tells us ought never to be considered. It is the 
capacity to resist fear, facing it, not its absence that makes being the 
courageous people of God courageous at all. As it is famously said, 
“Courage is being scared to death but saddling up anyway.”

The apostle Paul was always willing to move forward into danger if he 
was convinced it was God’s will or that it was right even though he surely understood the risks and the sacrifices involved. 
He reflected upon what we all are called to embrace sacramentally, “When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God in lofty words and wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in much fear and trembling.” 1 Corinthians 
2:1-2

C.S. Lewis wrote, “Courage is not simply one of the virtues but the form of every virtue at the testing point, which means at 
the point of highest reality.” Without courage, men and women will fail to love, to sacrifice, to count the cost, to tackle the 
challenges or take on the responsibilities that God calls them to.

As we enter the month in which we celebrate Memorial Day we would do well to remember this as we remember and 
bestow honor upon those who exemplify this in our personal and national and human histories. The memories may not all 
be warm and fuzzy, and filled with heavenly pleasantries of ease and comfort. But, they are memories that stood the test 
of the years in our hearts because they teach us how to apply courage and how to live amid a fearfully wondrous world.

Blessings, 
Pastor Ed
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June/July 2017 Newsletter Submission Deadline ............................................. May 19
Ministers ...................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ The Reverend Ed Kahl
Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Music Director/Organist ................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Preschool Director .........................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ................................................................................................ Donna Keugel, dotdot1207@gmail.com

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
 Dates Liturgists  Usher Leaders  Treasurer Assistants
May 6* Bobby Sheegog Barbara Krause Bobby Sheegog
May 13 Jessica Skinner Trent Bledsoe Tim Hunter
May 20 Tammy Davis Harry Woodard Harry Woodard
May 27 Opal Amos Pete Andrews  Mary Ellen Andrews
 * Communion 
Head Ushers:  Please make sure you and/or your team are available to assist 
worshippers who may need help entering the building.

1  Nelson Edmondson

2  Trent Bledsoe

13 Sarah Ayer

15  Nicole Thorton

24  Benjamin Sheegog

27  Ed Hall 
27  Walter Bateman

28  Nyla Thorton

30  Elaine Miller

31  Doris Sewell

Sanctuary Flowers

If you would like to provide 
flowers for the Worship 

Service, please sign up on 
the sheet across from Pastor 

Marie’s office, or call the 
Church office

Pete and Mary Ellen Andrews thank the congregation for all cards, calls,  
kind thoughts and especially the prayers during her illness, surgery and 

recuperation. The support is greatly appreciated! God is good!
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Special Dates
May 6 

Communion Sunday

            May 13 
       Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 13
Brad will be cooking chicken. 

Everyone is invited!

May 20 
Rise Against Hunger  

Meal Packaging Event
(see church’s website for details)

      May 22 

        2 Cents a Meal

     May 27 
Memorial Day

IT’S ALL HANDS ON DECK TO
HELP FEED A HUNGRY WORLD

First Presbyterian will be hosting a
Rise Against Hunger

MEAL PACKAGING EVENT
May 20, 2018, 4–6 p.m.

FPC Fellowship Hall

riseagainsthunger.org
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Get Ready for VBS!
June 22–24

Three ways to Register! 
• On site June 22 at 5:30 p.m.

• Preregister with Ariel via e-mail

• Download the form, fill it out and drop it by the church 
(follow the link on our website’s home page!) 

Sessions: 
Friday, June 22:  5:30 – 8 p.m.

Saturday, June 23:  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (water games – bring towels)

Sunday, June 24:  special events during the 11 a.m. Worship Service

Preregistration or questions: 
Ariel (ariel.rymoff@gmail.com)
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Spring greetings!
The preschool students and staff are so thankful to (finally) be 
enjoying this beautiful spring weather! During the month of April, 
we studied the season of spring, Earth Day, and ocean life. The 
students and staff had the pleasure of meeting Pastor Ed. Our first 
chapel lesson was wonderful, and enjoyed by all. We are looking 
forward to our future chapel lessons with Pastor Ed! We held our spring picture day on April 13, and are anxious to 
receive our proofs from the photographer. 

We are gearing up for the very busy month of May! We will study outer space, pond life, plants, and zoo animals. 
We are celebrating Mothers’ Day with a brunch on May 10th at 10:00 am. We also have a field trip scheduled 
to visit the Lynwood Park Zoo. The students will soon begin rehearsing for their big graduation day. Graduation is 
scheduled for the morning of June 1st. Registration applications are already beginning to roll in for fall preschool 
classes. 

The children have been enjoying spending their recess time outdoors in this gorgeous weather, and are looking 
forward to continuing to do so! We hope that you are taking some time to enjoy spring, too!

With Much Gratitude, 
Jessica Arnold 
Preschool Director 

Summer Camp for Kids
Registration is now open at both Kirkwood and 
Monroe! Check out their websites for details and 
registration.

www.campkirkwoodnc.org

www.monroecamp.org
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Stated Session Meeting, April 17, 2018  Members 
present:  Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Trent Bledsoe, 
Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Bobby Sheegog, 
Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard. Also present: Pastor Ed 
Kahl, Moderator. Tammy Davis & Dan Roemerman were excused.

Action Items
Approval of:

•	Adding dental insurance ($75.00 per month) for Pastor Ed and 
Suk Hwa to minister’s benefit package

•	Authorizing $18,000 of Pastor’s cash salary to be allocated to 
housing allowance to comply with IRS regulations

•	Scheduling Pastor Ed’s installation for June 10 at 4:00 p.m.
•	Reimbursement to Pastor Ed for out-of-pocket moving expenses 

(mileage, housing while house-hunting, cost to moving 
company for delivering furniture to second floor of educational 
building)

Ministry Team Reports
•	Christian Education (copied from report submitted)
•	Confirmation Class needed, maybe for Jayla, Ella, Ben… next 

Spring. 
•	Continue using Rotation Model for Children’s Sunday School 

for right now. After VBS we will review the curriculum and see 
if we want to continue to use this style or not. We will also 
reevaluate the location of Sunday School and may move the 
kids upstairs. We will make the changes for the location and 
curriculum starting in the fall. 

•	Continue to look for more intergenerational events. Maybe a 
movie night at the Church later in the summer/early fall. 

•	May Sunday School sign-up complete. 
•	Goals for the next year for CE will be looked at after VBS and 

be looked at with ways to use the curriculums to support these 
goals. 

•	Jessica will be out the month of June, surgery
•	One time a month have someone besides Pastor Ed lead the 

children’s message. Potentially Communion Sunday?  
•	Need to make contact with all study groups to find out what 

they are studying. 
•	TBD (potentially 5May) Youth Outing - Ice Skating. $10/per. 

1:00-3:00 pm. Leave Church at 1200. RSVP by with Ariel. 
RSVP will determine car pool vs. renting a van. Lunch prior 
to departure, may be pizza at church prior to depending on 
RSVP. (Youth Fund for this)

•	VBS 22-24 June Will be rotation model. 5:30pm-8pm (Friday), 
1000-1200pm (Saturday), Sunday during Worship Service. 
“Polar Blast” kit. Should be minimal cost again, due to the fact 
we may already have some things from previous years to use. 
Goal is to have a quality program with minimal cost. 

•	Theme: “Jesus will always love you”
•	Will have: opening, Bible adventures, games (water), 

projects (blankets and/or Haiti), snacks
•	Ariel will be putting together the list for supplies needed 

and will be passed to all to see what we really need 
to buy. Estimated cost $500. Estimated attendees: 30. 
Will invite: Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, preschool, Antioch, 
and Sneads Ferry. Need to order sign and potentially 
doodads. 

•	Will help with setup, guides, teachers, snacks, singing. 
Ariel will be the lead POC. 

•	Next Meeting: 3 June after Worship, last meeting before VBS
•	Hot dogs will be provided Friday night
•	Will reevaluate breaking into two classes (younger youth, 

older youth)

Evangelism/Missions 
•	Rise Against Hunger May 20 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
•	Third year to host
•	Antioch PC will participate (fundraising and volunteers)
•	Boy Scouts will participate (fundraising and volunteers)
•	Will try to get young people who are attending involved in 

church activities (perhaps Young Adult Sunday School class?)
•	Pastor Ed has contact on Camp Lejeune to involve young 

Marines

Fellowship (copied from report submitted)
•	Retirement reception for Pastor Marie and husband Larry
•	Welcome reception for new pastor and wife, Ed and Suk 

Hwa Kahl
•	Reception for family following Catherine Summerlin’s burial
•	Resumption of 5th Sunday lunches:  July 29, September 30, 

December 30

Nominating
•	Securing members to serve on Nominating Ministry Team
•	Personnel
•	Will schedule meeting to review personnel evaluations once 

evaluations completed
•	Preschool 
•	Good response to Pastor Ed’s first chapel 
•	Graduation scheduled for June 1 at 11:00 a.m.
•	No tuition increases for coming school year
•	Seven new applications for next school year

Property 
•	Two water heaters replaced at cost of $8,000
•	Repaired preschool air conditioning unit
•	Repaired playground equipment
•	Replaced faucets in restrooms
•	Repaired/replaced urinal in men’s restroom
•	Reattached fire head in Fellowship Hall
•	Replaced burned out bulbs
•	Fire alarm inspection completed
•	Replaced ballast, light in manse
•	Coordinated painting and repairs in manse
•	Continued investigation of replacement of convection oven
•	Worked with scout leaders to ensure cleanliness, etc. of 

building following meetings
•	Will investigate leader of military widows to ensure cleanliness 

of kitchen and Fellowship Hall following meetings

Stewardship/Treasurer
•	Reviewed March year-to-date budget report
•	Low balance in building fund due to expenditure for new 

water heaters
•	Most line items at or only slightly above budgeted amount for 

end of first quarter

Audit Subcommittee
•	2016 audit completed with no major irregularities
•	Copy sent to Presbytery of Coastal Carolina

April 2018 Session Notes
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Stewardship
March 2017
General Fund $14,604.00
Building Fund $600.00

Change in Fund Balances
YTD  2018 Income $43,617.00
YTD 2018 Expenses $57,593.00
Deficit <$13,976.00>

Please send updates to Gloria: 
gjparker@embarqmail.com

At Home
Macie & Slim Ruddell

In Nursing Homes
Martha Jacob – Liberty Commons 

Ann Sholar – Carolina Rivers

Our sincere condolences to  
the Dot Keel Family and  
the Summerlin Family.

Scholarship Subcommittee
•	Receipt of one application for Southerland scholarship (Onslow 

County resident)
•	May be last year for Southerland scholarship
•	Expecting to receive one scholarship application for Maynard 

scholarship (young woman returning to school to improve 
employment qualifications)

Worship (copied from March report – Team meets in odd months)

•	Worship bulletin hymns and texts prepared through April 1, 2018; 
contact with Rev. Kahl reveals he has planned services from April 
8-May 20 (Pentecost).  

•	Card of thanks shared from Bill Reinhold for successful Presbytery 
meeting. 

•	Palms for Palm Sunday taken care of by Pete and Mary Ellen 
Andrews; Easter lilies have also been ordered…Tony will pick up 
and deliver to the church. 

•	Communion preparation schedule: April (Tony Amos and Dan 
Roemerman), May (Gary and Marilyn Danford), June (Jenifer 
Bean).

•	Homebound communion visits for the quarter done by Opal Amos 
and Tammy Davis. Members visited: Martha Jacob, Dot Keel, 
Betsy Hussey Jones, and Ann Sholar.  

•	Sheila requested 2 weeks leave (for April 22 and April 29)…she 
has secured organist Lani Beuerman as a replacement musician for 
those Sundays. 

•	Sheila has also completed her self-assessment form for her annual 
evaluation, with a formal report to be submitted to Personnel 
pending. 

•	Opal continues to work through the information provided by 
the city for church safety and security, with plans to incorporate 
suggestions into head usher training. 

•	Tony Amos, Rusty East, and Lisa Colwell continue to ensure sermon 
recordings which can be added to the church website; follow-up 
pending contact with Lisa in the near future.

•	Encouraged Session participation in quarterly homebound 
communion.

Additional Discussion Items

•	Receipt of “thank-you” note from Summerlin family for kindnesses 
shown during their difficult time following Catherine’s passing

•	Letter of thanks from Bill Reinhold, General Presbyter/Stated Clerk, 
for hosting Presbytery meeting

•	Report by Opal Amos, Commissioner to March 3 
Presbytery meeting

•	Amendment of Presbytery’s Sexual Misconduct Policy to 
require pastors’ recertification be changed from 3 years to 
2 years

•	Examination and acceptance of Travis (“T”) Worrell as a 
candidate for ordination; studying at Union Theological 
Seminary in Charlotte

•	Next East Community gathering June 30 at First 
Presbyterian, Wilmington; theme “Walk the Talk” to 
include literally leaving the building and “walking the talk”

•	Honorary retirement status awarded to Marie Cone and 
David Vanderbilt

•	Brad’s chicken barbecue will be Sunday, May 13
•	Pastor Ed had sent questions for each Ministry Team 

Moderator to answer how he might help each Team do its 
ministry more effectively

Joys and Concerns

•	Pastor Ed’s son Tyler passed cyber security examination; 
awaits Air Force duty assignment

•	Nicole Thornton is doing well in new home
•	Alexa Woodard has been accepted into Honors College 

at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
•	Jessica Skinner’s father on mission trip to Haiti
•	Congregants with health issues offered up in prayer
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First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each 
Other” that is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need 
to change you e-mail address, please contact Kaye:  red-kayak@hotmail.com.
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Hands & Feet Initiative Leads Up to 223rd General Assembly (2018)
Presbyterians are invited to send mission teams to the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy as part of an 
initiative called “Hands & Feet” leading up to the 223rd General Assembly (2018). The assembly is 
scheduled to meet June 16–23, 2018, in St. Louis.
The goal of the Hands & Feet initiative is to strengthen local and national mission efforts of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) by encouraging partnerships and mission 
involvement with cities hosting the biennial meeting of the General 
Assembly.
“If we, through new and existing mission and ministry programs, immerse 
ourselves in St. Louis over the next eighteen months, our General Assembly 
gathering will be not just a meeting, but a natural extension of our charge 
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in action,” says the Reverend J. 
Herbert Nelson II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.
Nelson’s vision is that in addition to spending money in hotels, restaurants, 
and sightseeing venues, Presbyterians participating in General Assemblies would contribute to the welfare 
of the host community in more significant ways.
Find more information and a good video explaining the goals of the Hands and Feet initiative at www.
pcusa.org/handsandfeet .


