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Network News
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC  •  March 2018

Reflections from the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)
First Presbyterian Church voted on February 11, 2018 to call its next Pastor, Rev. Edward Dan Kahl (Pastor Ed).  Rev. 
Kahl will become the pastor of this congregation on April 1, 2018.  However, as a congregation we must pause to 
say thank you to our outgoing Interim Pastor, Rev. Marie Cone.  Rev. Cone became our Interim Pastor in August 
2015.  Since coming to First Presbyterian Rev. Cone has worked to prepare the congregation for when our next 
Pastor would be Called.  She has changed the look and feel of the worship bulletin, given thoughtful sermons, 
represented the church at Coastal Carolina Presbytery, met with the Session Teams, visited with members, 
provided special worship service opportunities (Christmas Eve, Maundy Thursday, Ash Wednesday, Easter Sunrise, 
led a book study, and given time for members to have lunch with Pastor Marie.  For all of these things named and 
things she has done for our church not mentioned here we say thank you to Rev. Cone and wish her well as she 
transitions to life away from First Presbyterian Church. 
 The PNC gave a presentation on February 11 to share with the congregation information on the process 
that was used in the Call process and information regarding Rev. Kahl.  In January 2017 the congregation elected 
members to the PNC.  Before the PNC could get down to work it attended Presbytery sponsored training on Calling 
a Pastor.  After the training the PNC got down to work beginning with writing the Ministry Information Form (MIF).  
The MIF is a job posting form and gives information about the church.  The MIF was approved and placed on the 
Church Leadership Connection (CLC).  The CLC is the website where churches search for potential pastors.  Once 
the MIF is placed on the CLC website, Pastor Information Forms (PIF) are received from potential candidates.  The 
PNC reviewed the PIF’s, gathered information on candidates, listened to sermons, discussed candidates, eliminated 
and ranked candidates.  Eventually the list of 30 candidates was narrowed down to a list of 10 candidates for 
phone interviews.  After more discussion of the individuals, listening to sermons, and ranking candidates, the 
10 candidates were reduced to 2 for face to face interview.  During the month of December 2017 face to face 
interviews were conducted.  After the face to face interviews the PNC evaluated the candidates further and 
selected a candidate to Call to be the Pastor of First Presbyterian Church.  
 Rev. Kahl (Pastor Ed) was born in upstate New York and grew up in Florida, Georgia, and Oklahoma. He 
studied at Tulsa University, changing his major form Criminal Justice to Religion.  He attended seminary at the 
University of Dubuque.  Rev. Kahl is married to Suk Hwa who is from South Korea.  The Kahl’s have two children 
– Hanna (28 years old) is an Entomologist and is currently working on a Doctorate at the Un. of California, Davis 
campus.  Tyler (24 years old) is currently serving in the US Air Force.  The family also has a pet dog, Kahn.  Pastor Ed 
and Su Kwa enjoy walking with Kahn and do so on a regular basis.  
Rev. Kahn gave the following statements on his Pastor Information Form (PIF).  
“I am looking forward to serving and being part of a community that is seeking someone who has experience in 
and excels with ministries that engage a diverse and relational witness.” 
“I have a pastor’s heart that strives to share Jesus Christ daily with those I serve.”
“I…would seek a call in a church that understands the importance of responding to not only the Great Commission, 
but also the very personal plea from Jesus to Peter, ‘Do you love me?  Then feed my sheep.’”
As we open our hearts to Pastor Ed and Suk Hwa, please remember to pray for them and their family daily.  Rev. 
Kahl’s first Sunday in the pulpit will be April 8, and we hope that you will come out and bring a friend to welcome 
Rev. Kahl and his family to First Presbyterian Church and to Jacksonville/Onslow County.  
 Pastor Nominating Committee 
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A monthly publication of First Presbyterian Churchfor the purpose of informing members and friends of the 
meetingsand programs of the church, to provide newsworthy articles, and to strengthen communications in our 

church family. Please send news and articles to the newsletter editor; ellie.cone@kitepipe.com

April 2018 Newsletter Submission Deadline ....................................................................... Friday, March 23rd
Ministers ...................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Interim Pastor ............................................................................................................................The Reverend Marie Cone
Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Choir Director/Organist .................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Pre-School Director .......................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ...................................................................................................................................................Ellie Cone

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

  Dates          Liturgists         Usher Leaders              Treasurer Assistants                           Notes
March 4*                                                    Bobby Sheegog            Bobby Sheegog

March 11                Sue Lowery                 Tim Hunter                     Tim Hunter

 March 18                 Opal Amos               Harry Woodard            Harry Woodard

March 25                                                     Pete Andrews           Mary Ellen Andrews
(PALM SUNDAY)

3   Mike Bean
                       8  Sue Lowery

                       9  Jennifer Bean
                     19   Ariel Rymoff

                     20   Gwen  Duppstadt
                     25  Hunter Hadley

Head Ushers:  Please 
make sure you and/or your 
team are available to assist 
worshippers who may 
need help entering the 
building.

* Communion

Birthdays Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers for the Worship 
Service, please sign up on the sheet across from the 

Pastor’s office, or call the Church office
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3   Mike Bean
                       8  Sue Lowery

                       9  Jennifer Bean
                     19   Ariel Rymoff

                     20   Gwen  Duppstadt
                     25  Hunter Hadley

Special Dates
March 8th          International Women’s Day

March 11th        Daylight Savings Time starts

March 17th         St. Patrick’s Day

March 25th           Palm Sunday

Church Women United meeting in March
Church Women United lunch on Friday March 2, 2018 at Northwoods United Methodist Church (1528 Gumbranch Rd.) 
at 11:30-1:00.

Please call Wanda Elliott by February 27 if you plan to attend.

910-455-0538

910-2651116

welliott4@ec.rr.com

Presbytary meeting volunteers needed
Our church is hosting the meeting of the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina on Saturday, March 3, 2018.  Volunteers are 
needed to serve as greeters, assist at registration tables, lunch ticket sales, taking lunch tickets as visitors enter the 
Fellowship Hall, helping with the early morning snack and lunch setups, and to direct parking.  Hours will be between 
8:00 a.m. and approximately 1:30 p.m. in one or two-hour shifts. If you can help with any of these, please call Mary 
Ellen Andrews at 347-3840.  
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Girl Scout Troop 4116 meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday at 5:30 PM here at the 
church. All of the girls are in kindergarten and would love for other kindergarten girls 
and their parents to join in the fun! Register at nccoastalpines.org or contact Brooke 
Vallely at bbanson@nccoastalpines.org.

A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural 
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. 
Lent is traditionally a season of fasting and prayer. During this time, Christians pay close 
attention to spiritual disciplines that deepen our understanding of what God is doing in our 
lives and in the world. As a church, we spend time together hearing about and praying for 
the ministries of compassion and justice done through our support of One Great Hour of 
Sharing. 
Jesus’ ministry was among those who were most vulnerable. He preached good news to the 
poor and release to the captives. One Great Hour of Sharing helps us share this same good 
news to those same vulnerable people in our world today: those who are hungry, who are 
suffering from disaster, who are dealing with oppression in society. 
Visit the One Great Hour of Sharing website (www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs) to find out 
more information on how your support of OGHS helps people all over the world, and offer 
prayers for the projects and people who receive them.
Please join us on Easter Sunday, April 1, as we join Christians all across the country in 
opening our hearts to witness tangibly to the abundant love of God through the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering.
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Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at  
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com   (click on the Preschool tab).

Hello!
February was a very busy month for the preschool! We hosted our annual classrooms Valentine parties, went on our 
bowling field trip, learned all about loving one another and the American presidents, and celebrated the 100th day of 
school.
We are looking forward to the month of March! On Friday March 2 (Dr. Seuss’ birthday!), we are taking a field trip to the 
Onslow County Public Library. We are really excited to take a tour, enjoy story time, and sign up for our very own library 
cards!  
The preschool staff would like to extend a very heartfelt “Thank You” to Pastor Marie for all that she has done to 
support and love our students and staff over the last two-and-a-half years. We wish Marie and her family a very happy 
retirement together!
Due to Pastor Marie’s retirement, the preschool has a couple of gaps in our chapel schedule. Mrs. Opal Amos has been 
kind enough to offer to teach our first chapel lesson in the month of March, on March 7th. We would like to ask if two 
church members may be willing to teach our chapel lessons at 10:30 am, on March 14th and March 28th, as these are 
two very important chapel lessons: the crucifixion and resurrection. If you are able, and willing, to lend your Bible lesson 
teaching talent to our students on either of these days, please let Gloria or the preschool staff know. Thank you all for 
your generosity and continued support!
On March 21, we will not be holding a chapel lesson, because we have several Jacksonville Police Officers coming to visit 
the preschool, to teach us about friendly police officers and gun safety (not to touch weapons and to find an adult).
We have begun accepting enrollment applications for Fall 2018 preschool classes. Parents have already started to turn 
their applications and registration fees back in. The preschool is having a very successful year, and I am expecting the 
same for next year. I attribute this to our stellar teachers and the amazing, kind church members who dedicate their 
time and talents to assist us in so many ways!
The preschool is praying for an early spring! Our precious little ones need to get outside and get some fresh air! We are 
ready for flu and virus season to end.
With much gratitude,
Jessica Arnold
Preschool Director

Have you heard of the “One City, Our City, My City” Campaign?
There was a Daily News front page article in August sharing about Mayor Phillips’ campaign to promote civility, caring 
and collaboration between those living in Jacksonville. One City, Our City, My City is a year-long campaign with the 
vision that states Jacksonville is a unified and Caring Community. We are One City. The campaign comes after a year 
of meetings with members of the City’s faith community where the need for tolerance, understanding and civility was 
discussed. There was an invitation for individuals or organizations to join in supporting the goals of the “One City” 
Campaign.

Find the goals and more information at this link - https://jacksonvillenc.gov/OneCity .

How might First Pres., Jacksonville become involved?
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February 2018 Session Notes 

Called Session Meeting, February 4, 2018
Members present: Opal Amos, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, Bobby 
Sheegog, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard. Also present were Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator, and Trent 
Bledsoe and Tammy Davis, candidates for ordination.

Following examination, Trent Bledsoe and Tammy Davis were approved as Ruling Elders for the Class of 2020.
Congregational Meeting
A duly called congregational meeting was held following the worship service on February 11, 2018; a quorum 
was present.  Members of the PNC (Tony Amos, Jenifer Bean, Kaye Bledsoe, Gary Danford, and Gwen 
Duppstadt) gave a presentation on their search for a new pastor.  Their PowerPoint presentation included 
comments from Rev. Edward Dan Kahl and his wife, Suk Hwa.  Following the presentation, a vote by secret 
ballot was held.  The congregation voted to call Rev. Edward Dan Kahl as their next installed pastor.  Terms 
of Call were presented to the congregation and approved as presented, with a total salary and professional 
expenses amount of $85,114.22 which exceeds the minimum established b the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina.

The PNC was dissolved with heartfelt gratitude for their extraordinary efforts on behalf of the congregation.

Stated Session Meeting, February 20, 2018
Members present:  Opal Amos, Tammy Davis, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, 
Bobby Sheegog, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard.  Also present was Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator.  Mary 
Ellen Andrews was excused.

Pastor’s Report
• Visited with Doris Sewell and Gladys McMillan in hospital, Slim and Macie Ruddell at home
• Plans visit with Martha Jacob at Liberty Commons on Wednesday, February 21
• Plans homebound communion with Catherine Summerlin and Ed and Geraldine Hall on Wednesday, 

February 21
• Has prepared hymns and liturgy for bulletins through Easter Sunday
• Will have one more Preschool chapel program
• Busy packing, clearing office; will have books available for those who want them

Ministry Team Moderators Selected
• Christian Education:  Jessica Skinner
• Congregational Care: Tammy Davis
• Evangelism/Missions: Bobby Sheegog
• Fellowship: Barbara Krause
• Nominating: Mary Ellen Andrew
• Personnel: Will meet as needed and select Moderator
• Preschool: Mary Ellen Andrews
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• Property: Harry Woodard/Dan Roemerman
• Stewardship/Treasurer: Brad Kuegel
• Worship: Opal Amos
• Clerk: Sue Lowery

Action Items
Approval of:
• Family Movie Night to watch “A Wrinkle in Time” (rated PG), early afternoon showing on March 10, paid by 

Youth Fund; RSVP to Jessica Skinner by March 6 
• Ice skating outing in Wilmington on March 24 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.; leave church at 12 noon; RSVP to Ariel 

Rymoff by March 17; $10 per person paid from Youth Fund
• VBS June 22-24 using rotation model for “Polar Blast” theme; purchase of $65 kit paid from Youth Fund
• Expenditure up to $7,000 from Building Fund to replace one electric, one gas water heater
• Memorial Fund expenditure up to $1,000 to refurbish kitchen:  large coffee pot, serving trays, utensils, pots
• Purchase of projection screen (up to $200) from Memorial Fund
• Payment of moving expenses for Pastor Ed and Suk Hwa up to remaining balance in PNC budget
• Receipt of 2016 audit letter with no major irregularities found
• Election of Opal Amos as Commissioner to March 3 Presbytery of Coastal Carolina meeting

Ministry Team Reports
Christain Education
• Community Easter Egg Hunt CE recommends not doing a community one this year. There will still be one for 

our Church Children on 1 April during the Sunday School time. 
• Confirmation Class needed, maybe for Jayla, Ella, Ben… next Spring. Discuss with Pastor Ed when he gets 

settled to determine the best way forward for the next Confirmation class. 
• Continue using Rotation Model for Children’s Sunday School
• Children’s Sunday School will create “Get to Know Me Journals” for Pastor Ed to be able to learn about each 

of them. 
• Continue to look for more intergenerational events 
• March Sunday School sign-up complete. Suzanne will send out the April one for people to sign-up. 
• At next meeting look at Youth Outing for end of summer/early fall time

Congregational Care (copied from report submitted)
• 5 Birthday cards
• 3 Prayer cards
• 1 Prayer Shawl
• 1 Sympathy card
• Planned reception following memorial service for Roberta Siegrist
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Evangelism/Missions
• No meeting held
• Assisted Christian Education Team with Souper Bowl lunch

Fellowship
• No formal meeting held
• Plans are in place and underway for a Retirement Reception for Pastor Marie (Feb. 25th) directly following 

worship, and a Welcome Reception for Rev. Kahl (April 8th).  THE TABLE has been temporarily ‘tabled’, 
pending the welcoming of our new minister. Many volunteers will be available for the Presbytery meeting 
on March 3rd.

Preschool
• Met February 13, 2018 with all members present
• Jessica Arnold, Director, reported that Preschool continues to operate under budget
• Present enrollment 25 with waiting list for three-year old class
• No changes in tuition for next school year
• Contracts to be offered to teachers to ensure their positions secure
• Field trip planned for Friday, March 2, to allow for Presbytery preparations

Property
• Both water heaters broken
• Extensive conversations with Health Department representative guaranteeing at least 100o  water by 

replacing at least one water heater; will allow Preschool to remain open
• Preschool must use all paper/plastic ware until water heater replaced
• Received estimates for replacing gas water heater (supplies water for dishwasher)
• Reviewed “spruce-up” requests for Presbytery meeting:  paint railings; clean Fellowship Hall windows; 

clean leaves from Memory Garden
• Still working on replacing gas convection oven

Stewardship
•  Reviewed January year-to-date budget report
• No outstanding expenditures
• Will review some line items with administrative assistant

Worship
• No Ash Wednesday or Maundy Thursday services
• Pulpit supply:  Jay Bender, March 4; Eric Blahut, March 11 and March 18; Nancy Gladden, March 25; David 

McDonald, April 1
• Planning retirement reception for Pastor Marie following worship February 25
Members expressed gratitude to Pastor Marie for her outstanding leadership during the past two and one-
half years.
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GIFTS OF THE HEART Fundraiser Shares Love at Home and Abroad 
Thanks to so many of you, Valentine hearts appeared on lawns of Jacksonville homes and businesses and 
brought smiles to many during the month of February.
A donation of $20 provided three hearts for three days on the lawn of someone special.  
The Evangelism/Mission Ministry Team wants to thank everyone who participated in this project.
 People who lovingly helped Kaye deliver the hearts:: Esz Cabamalan, Bobby Sheegog, Pete Andrews
 People who paid to donate hearts showing their love for family & friends while providing funding for   
          Rise Against Hunger. 
 Pastor Marie and the church Session who supported the Evangelism/Mission Ministry Team’s                   
 proposal.
The funds collected (around $750) will go to purchase the ingredients for meals at our May Rise Against 
Hunger meal packaging event. The Evangelism/Mission Team also received a grant of $400 from Presbytery’s 
East Community for this project. The cost of each meal we package is $0.29 cents. A group of 40 to 50 
volunteers can package 10,152 meals in about two hours. While the minimum is 10,152 meals, in the past, we 
have raised enough money to package 15,000 meals.  
We look forward to partnering again this year with Antioch Presbyterian Church and the Boy Scouts whose 
dedication and passion helped make this a big success last year. 

Mark your calendars for MAY 20, 2018!

To learn more about Rise Against Hunger, check out their web site. 
http://www.riseagainsthunger.org/get-involved/host-a-meal-packaging-event/ 

Thank you for your efforts to SHARE THE LOVE AND FEED THE HUNGRY! 
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Hands & Feet Initiative Leads Up to 223rd General Assembly (2018)
Presbyterians are invited to send mission teams to the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy as part of an 
initiative called “Hands & Feet” leading up to the 223rd General Assembly (2018). The assembly is 
scheduled to meet June 16–23, 2018, in St. Louis.
The goal of the Hands & Feet initiative is to strengthen local and national mission efforts of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) by encouraging partnerships and mission 
involvement with cities hosting the biennial meeting of the General 
Assembly.
“If we, through new and existing mission and ministry programs, immerse 
ourselves in St. Louis over the next eighteen months, our General Assembly 
gathering will be not just a meeting, but a natural extension of our charge 
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in action,” says the Reverend J. 
Herbert Nelson II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.
Nelson’s vision is that in addition to spending money in hotels, restaurants, 
and sightseeing venues, Presbyterians participating in General Assemblies would contribute to the welfare 
of the host community in more significant ways.
Find more information and a good video explaining the goals of the Hands and Feet initiative at www.
pcusa.org/handsandfeet .
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In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers

Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Our Mission
The Spirit calls us to 

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Grow more like Christ as we 
explore issues of faith together; and to 

Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Time and Talent — It has been several years since our Church family has completed a Time and Talent
form.  The forms have been in the Sunday bulletin and can also be obtained in the church office or on our
website (go to About Us > Resources).  The forms have been updated and we are asking every individual to
complete a form even if you filled out a form years ago.  We will compile this list so it can assist the session
and ministry teams of our church with matching your time and talents so that we can all continue growing in
Christ.  Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete the Time and Talent form.

Change in Fund Balances
January 1, 2016 $109,136.00
October 31, 2016 $98,445.55
Net Change $<10,690.54>

October 2016
General Fund.................................................$35,475
Building Fund.....................................................$250

In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God. — Philippians 4:6 

Financials

Thank you for your support — The Stewardship Team

Continued 
Prayers 
for...
Deployed

Peter Jacob

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Stewardship
January 2018

General Fund $11,871.00

Building Fund $200.00

Total Savings $12,070.00

Change in Fund Balances

YTD 2017  Income      $13,121.00

YTD 2017 Expenses    $21,632.00

Deficit                         -$8,510.00

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” that 
is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you e-mail 
address, please contact Kaye:  red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Please send updates to Gloria: 
gjparker@embarqmail.com

At Home

Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell
In Nursing Homes

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons 

Martha Jacob    Liberty Commons



400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Adult Choir and Handbell Choir 
CALLING ALL RINGERS AND 
SINGERS! 
The handbell and adult choirs have 
resumed rehearsals. All are welcome 
to come experience the blessing of 
sharing your musical talents! Being 
able to read music is not required.....
just a heartfelt desire to worship 
through music. We’ll see you there! 
The view upfront is great!
(handbells at 6:00pm, choir at 
7:00pm)


