Network News

First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC • January 2018

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven.
~Ecclesiastes 3:1
Beloved in the Lord,
As we begin January, we wrap up the Christmas Season and sort of pause for six weeks before entering the Season
of Lent. In our homes we take down the Christmas tree, put away the last of our gifts, round up all the decorations,
and pack everything safely away until next year. But the Church continues to celebrate the joy of the Resurrection;
and not just for the Sundays following Easter, but every Sunday! The Church calendar marks these weeks as
Ordinary Time.
In our secular lives, these weeks are generally a lull in terms of celebrations and activities. After the rush of
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Eve, life is a bit calmer. For the Cones, however, this year
January includes a very special celebration: our niece is getting married…in Hawaii! And all of us—Larry, Ellie, Liz,
Ken, Bea, Meg, Pat, and me—are going to be there!! We leave early on January 18 and return late on January 27, so
I will be out of the pulpit the last two Sundays of the month.
But even if you don’t have a wedding or a special vacation
to look forward to this month, there can still be things to
celebrate. Ann Lamott, in her book Help, Thanks, Wow: The
Three Essential Prayers writes about finding the wow, the
wonder, the awe, the reason for celebration in every season:
The words “wow” and “awe” are the same height and width,
all w’s and short vowels. They could dance together. Even
when, maybe especially when, we don’t cooperate, this
energy—the breath, the glory, the goodness of God—is given.
Gorgeous, amazing things come into our lives when we are paying attention: mangoes, grandnieces, Bach, ponds.
This happens more often when we have as little expectation as possible. If you say, “Well, that’s pretty much what
I thought I’d see,” you are in trouble. At that point, you have to ask yourself why you are even here. And if I were
you, I would pray “Help.” Astonishing material and revelation appear in our lives all the time. Let it be. Unto us, so
much is given. We just have to be open for business. [p. 84-85]
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, may we all be “open for business” and discover much to celebrate this inbetween season!
Yours and His,
Pastor Marie
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Birthdays

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers for the Worship
Service, please sign up on the sheet across from
Pastor Marie’s office, or call the Church office

19

7
Gary Danford
9
Kathleen Dillingham
Angela Thorton
Forrest Brown
22
Ella Sheegog
26
Betsey Hussey-Jones
31 Liza Sartelle

January WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Dates
Liturgists
January 7
Jessica Skinner
(NO COMMUNION)
January 14

Sue Lowery

Usher Leaders
Pete Andrews

Treasurer Assistants
Mary Ellen Andrews

Barbara Krause

Ariel Rymoff

January 21
Kaye Bledsoe
REV. SAM MURRELL

Harry Woodard

Harry Woodard

January 28
Opal Amos
REV. DONALD CAMPBELL

Brad Kuegel

Notes
Head Ushers: Please

make sure you and/or your
team are available to assist
worshippers who may
need help entering the
building.

* Communion
TOpal Amos
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Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
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Pre-School Director .......................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ...................................................................................................................................................Ellie Cone
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Have you heard of the “One City, Our City, My City” Campaign?
There was a Daily News front page article in August sharing about Mayor Phillips’ campaign to promote civility,
caring and collaboration between those living in Jacksonville. One City, Our City, My City is a year-long campaign
with the vision that states Jacksonville is a unified and Caring Community. We are One City. The campaign comes
after a year of meetings with members of the City’s faith community where the need for tolerance, understanding
and civility was discussed. There was an invitation for individuals or organizations to join in supporting the goals of
the “One City” Campaign.
Find the goals and more information at this link - https://jacksonvillenc.gov/OneCity .
How might First Pres., Jacksonville become involved?

Congregational meeting immediately following worship
The session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 7th immediately following worship for the
purpose of electing officers.

Special Dates

Jan 1st
Jan 15th

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Lunch with Pastor Marie
Jan 11th

Duck’s

RSVP to the office
Meet at the designated restaurant at
11:30 a.m.
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Girl Scout Troop 4116 meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday at 5:30 PM here at the
church. All of the girls are in kindergarten and would love for other kindergarten girls
and their parents to join in the fun! Register at nccoastalpines.org or contact Brooke
Vallely at bbanson@nccoastalpines.org.

$500 to Heifer Project International Means Sharing Animals and More
The children and youth Sunday school class completed their mission project by selecting animals through the
Heifer Project International to be sent all over the world.
Heifer International empowers families to turn hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity – but their
approach is more than just giving them a handout. Heifer links communities and helps bring sustainable
agriculture and commerce to areas with a long history of poverty. Their animals provide partners with both
food and reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can be traded or sold at
market.
The core of the model is Passing on the Gift. This means families share the training they receive, and pass
on the first female offspring of their livestock to another family. This extends the impact of the original gift,
allowing a once impoverished family to become donors and full participants in improving their communities.
The goal of every Heifer project is to help families achieve self-reliance. This is done by providing them the
tools they need to sustain themselves.
Our children were excited about sending bees, alpacas, water buffalo and rabbits to places where they will
change lives.
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Hello and Happy New Year!
The preschool students and staff were very busy last month, preparing for, and celebrating the Christmas season. The
children thoroughly enjoyed learning about the birth of Jesus with Pastor Marie. We celebrated by playing with Pastor
Marie’s toy nativity set, reading the story of the very first Christmas, having a Polar Express pajama day, shopping for
gifts at our Secret Santa Shop, having story time with Mrs. Claus (Mrs. Wanda Elliott), and practicing our Christmas songs
for our annual family Christmas party. Our family Christmas party was a huge success! We are very grateful for all of the
generous church members who contribute so much to the preschool! Thank you all!
During the month of January, we will study new beginnings, winter animals and their habitats, and sea creatures. The
Pine Knoll Shores Aquarium will visit us, as well as the Onslow County Museum. We really have another busy and
exciting month ahead of us!
Sincerely,
Jessica Arnold
Preschool Director

Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com (click on the Preschool tab).

From Your Fellowship Team….
Once again, the Fellowship team will be sponsoring a luncheon on January 14th, in
the fellowship hall immediately following the worship service. Please join us at The Table, as
we enjoy a meal together….food for our bodies, and food for our souls. Pastor Marie will be
leading the discussion as we continue our studies with Sacred Rhythms. The luncheon will
have a catered meal. Hope to see you there! If you prefer to bring your own lunch, please do!
We don’t want to miss you there!
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December 2017 Session Notes
Called Session Meeting, December 3, 2017
Members present: Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Tim Hunter, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery,
Ariel Rymoff, Bobby Sheegog, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard. Also present was Pastor Marie Cone,
Moderator. Dan Roemerman was excused.
The only item of business was approval of a Pastor Job Description requested by the Pastor Nominating
Committee for use in discussions with potential pastors.
Stated Session Meeting, December 12, 2017
Members present: Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Ariel Rymoff,
Bobby Sheegog, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard. Also present was Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator. Tim
Hunter and Dan Roemerman were excused.
Pastor’s Report
Preaching & Teaching
•

Preached seven out of eight Sundays (one included Communion)

•

Led and Hosted three Dinner and Study events at my home

•

Planned and led the third The Table event

Administration
•

Finalized Liturgy and Music for Advent

•

Led five Preschool Chapels

•

Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week; met with Sheila and Opal two times

•

Attended Meetings: Session x2, Worship Team, Personnel Team x2, Website Meeting

•

East Community Minister Lunch, attended one, hosted one

•

Prepared two Pastor’s News for the Network News; helped Ellie with the November and December editions

•

Meetings with individuals: two

Pastoral Care & Nurture
•

Fellowship Opportunities: The Table, Trunk or Treat, Preschool Halloween Parade, Preschool Thanksgiving,
Men of the Church Pig Pickin’

•

Lunch with the Pastor: two

•

Home Visits: Slim and Masie Ruddell

•

Hospital Visits: Jim Hamilton, Ann Scholar, Betsey Hussey Jones

•

Funerals: Attended the one for Donna McIntyre

Other
•

Holiday: 2

Vacation: 1

•

Study Leave: 0

Sick Leave: 0

Action Items
Approval of:
•

Scheduling Christmas Eve service for 5:00 p.m.

•

Vacation leave for Pastor Marie from January 21 – January 28, 2018
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•

Transferring membership of Elizabeth (Liza) Sartelle to Hope Presbyterian Church, Fredericksburg, VA

•

Agreeing to host March 3, 2018 Presbytery of Coastal Carolina meeting

•

Allowing Boy Scouts to post plaque honoring Eagle Scouts

•

Scheduling Congregational Meeting for January 7, 2018 to elect Ruling Elders

•

Increasing salaries of Christeen Hyden and Gloria Parker

•

Authorizing Christmas bonuses of $100 for full-time staff and $50 for part-time staff (included in 2017
budget)

•

Removal of 50 names from active membership roll and transfer of 19 names to inactive roll as of December
31, 2017

Discussion Items
Various communications
•

Email from Nancy Gladden regarding vacant counselor position at Community Counseling Center

•

Flyer from Presbytery coaches Drs. Beverly and George Thompson regarding “Discovering Your Church’s
Gifts” seminar on January 13, 2018 at the bridge Presbyterian Church, Leland, NC

Ministry Team Reports
Congregational Care
•

Contacts with hospitalized congregants: Betsy Hussey-Jones, Gordon Robinson, Ed Hall

•

One birthday card sent

Evangelism/Missions (copied from report submitted)
1. Web site report - Bobby, Pastor Marie, and Kaye met with Brian McCoury from Rusty Hook Design at the
church to discuss development of a new web site.
• website design fee - around $2000 - This is with a church discount. 50% deposit is required
• hosting fee is $43 a month with 2 admin users
• Adobe will be the host. It keeps all info in one place.
• training will be provided
• can provide event registration - could help preschool
• Rotator can be connected to calendar
• inquires from interested people can be directed to a hierarchy to several people.
• 2 to 3 weeks to design once info is obtained
Pastor Marie, Lisa and Kaye need to create a list of what is wanted on the web site.
-Lisa is getting two other quotes: New Bern Web Design and Ruby Studios and will get the info to Bobby
prior to the Dec. 12 Session meeting.
2. Angel Tree Project – 1st Pres has been given 15 Angel Tree recipients. More can be requested if needed.
Barbara Krause will set up tree in the narthex. Kaye will create a document that lists all the 15 Angel Tree
recipients and email the list to the congregation. Items will be brought to the fellowship hall. The deadline for
delivery of the Angel Tree items is Dec. 14th.
3. One City Campaign – Info on campaign will be presented to congregation and they will be asked to sign the
poster committing to the initiative. The cards and poster are in the church office workroom.
4. Guests Report – Ed Morris (2715 Northwoods Dr.) has signed the guest book. We need to check on Anna &
Jeremy.
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5. Guest Gift Bags - Kaye is creating the bags as needed. Lisa has printed more labels, notepads & business cards
for Rev. Cone.
6. Church E-News: Continue with current format.
7. Trunk or Treat Evaluation - Date: Sat., Oct. 28 was a success. Over 300 hotdogs were cooked. Thank you
emails were sent to church members who volunteered to help and decorate trunks, the Boy Scouts and Tommy
Elliott who provided the light tower.
8. Rise Against Hunger – Proposed date is May 20, 2018; Time is 4 – 6 PM.
9. Soup Kitchen - An invitation will be extended to the director who has expressed interest in visiting the
church to thank us for our support. Our children have made tablecloths for the Soup Kitchen tables that will be
presented when she visits the church; possibly at one of The Table gatherings.
10. Preschool Outreach - Create and send to Jessica Arnold an invitation to preschool families with Advent
services and events.
11. Missionary Update - The latest newsletter from Andy and Ellen Collins was shared with the congregation
through the E-News and posted on bulletin board.
12. Heifer Project – The children/youth Sunday school class is giving $500 to this mission and will make a
display to show what animals they are purchasing and where they will go. Christian Ed. Team is coordinating this
project.
13. Prayer Shawls - There was discussion and approval to give some of the prayer shawls to the homeless
shelter or a Senior Elder Care facility. Shirley will get Kaye information about the Elder Care facility. Approval for
the idea was given by Opal Amos.
14. Advent publicity – put invitations and photos on the church’s Facebook page. Extend invitations to Advent/
Christmas activities to the Girl and Boy Scouts.
15. Gift of the Heart - will begin in January.
16. Items for Dec. Newsletter: Angel Tree Project; Christmas Cheer Project; Heifer Project International
17. Donna Kuegel has asked to be a part of the E/M Team and asked be added to the Team email list.
Calendar of Mission Projects – 2017-2018
Nov. – Food collection for Christmas Cheer
Nov./Dec. 14 – Angel TreeProject
Jan/Feb – Gift of the Heart Valentines
Feb. 4 – Souper Bowl of Caring
Preschool (copied from report submitted)
•

Enrollment remains at 27 students. (Two students who had left the program were immediately replaced
from the “waiting list.”)

•

The Thanksgiving feast was a big success, drawing over 80 (students and their families) into our Fellowship
Hall for the dinner!

•

Scheduled field trips to the Fire Station, Mike’s Farm, and Lowe’s Foods have gone well.

•

Health and Fire Marshall inspections resulted in high ratings. Questions about the lack of hot water at hand
washing stations are being investigated.

•

Our classroom assistant has given notice that she will be leaving due to her husband’s new assignment out
of area. This will result in the loss of two students—her child and the one who rides with them. A new
assistant has been hired and will begin work January3.

•

Facebook ads have resumed to recruit students.
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•

The Secret Santa Shop has been a big success so far, earning over $200 for the preschool. The silent auction
and cookie exchange will be held on Friday, December 15. Many thanks to all church members who have
supported these!

Property (copied from report submitted)
•

Gas was cut off two times to stoves. Had to relight pilot lights. Second time caused preschool to buy pizza.

•

Convection oven would not light. Will have to replace ignitor.

•

Changed several fluorescent bulbs.

•

Had to check on two trouble reports caused by someone turning off breakers. USHERS: Please pay
attention and cut off ONLY ones with white tips.

Stewardship
•

Reviewed year-to-date budget report
-Pledged income still ahead of schedule: 123%
-Non-pledged income still behind schedule: 36%
-Year-to-date income: $199,708.81
-Year-to-date expenses: $213,643.12
-Year-to-date deficit: $13,934.31

•

Reviewed preliminary 2018 budget

Worship (copied from November report submitted)
•

Updates from Pastor: Worship services for December 3 (Hanging of the Green) and December 24 (Cantata/
morning worship) were reviewed. Suggested Christmas Eve evening service time be 5:00pm. Requested
pulpit supply dates: January 21 and January 28, 2018. Communion setup for the next few months:
December (Jenifer Bean), January (no communion), February (Gary and Marilyn Danford).

•

Homebound communion: removal of Donna McIntyre. Martha Jacob and Dot Keel continue to reside at
Liberty Commons, where communion will be offered quarterly. Calls for this quarter will be made to Mrs.
Catherine Summerlin and Ed & Geraldine Hall to see if they would like communion.

•

Thank you notes were sent to Lani Beuerman (guest organist) and to Pete & Mary Ellen Andrews for the
bread display for World Communion Sunday.

•

Computer for recording worship services: Tony reported that the computer for recording worship services
has been setup, and services are being recorded. Rusty East and Lisa Colwell continue to oversee the
recordings, pending postings to the church website.

•

Sheila was excused from the meeting due to a previous obligation, but asked (via Opal) to share with the
team that she would like to have the Bell Choir play for each of the Sundays in December (introit and/or
offertory).

•

Flowers for Advent have been ordered.

Oral report from Worship:
•

Attended Church Crime Prevention seminar; additional training for ushers/greeters will be planned.

•

Pulpit supply: December 31, Rev. Eric Blahut; January 21, Rev. Dr. Sam Murrell; January 28, Rev. Donald
Campbell
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2018 GIFTS OF THE HEART Fundraiser - 3 hearts for 3 days for $20.
We’re doing it again in 2018. During the month of February, we hope you’ll begin to see Valentine hearts on
lawns of Jacksonville homes and businesses and hear from friends and loved ones who have received them.
In 2018, we’d like to give you the opportunity to recognize our first responders, too! So if you’d like to show a
family member, neighbor or police station, fire department or EMT service your gratitude, this is a fun way to
do it!
The funds collected will go to help purchase the 15,000 meals we will package at our Rise Against Hunger
event in May.
Yes, the exciting part of our Gifts of the Heart fundraiser begins on Feb.1 when yard hearts will begin to
appear on lawns throughout the Jacksonville area. But you must first sign up your recipients in January. 3
hearts for 3 days for $20.00.
So let’s get involved. Here are the ways to help make the fundraiser a success:
Help make the hearts. Supplies can be provided or you can make your own.
Sign-up to donate hearts. In January, a sign-up sheet will be on the table outside the church office and online.
Checks can be made out to First Presbyterian Church with memo “Gifts of the Heart”.
We need people to help move the hearts from lawn to lawn.
To make the delivery process less difficult, you will not be able to choose specific dates during the month of
February for your hearts to be delivered, but you will be notified when your gift of the heart is to be delivered
to the recipient.
Begin to make your list of recipients and let Kaye know if you can help to make the hearts or deliver them.
Watch for sign-up forms available in January on the table outside the church office and on the church web site
under “Mission Outreach”. It you wish to sign a note card that will be delivered with the hearts, check by the
church office or see Kaye. Sign-up today – red-kayak@hotmail.com or 910-389-2592.
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Angel Tree Project Brings Joy to Many
There were 15 children whose Christmas mornings were made brighter this year. First Presbyterian Church’s
participation in the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Project during December brought joy to many of our donors as
they shopped and imagined what it would be like for their “Angel Tree” child on Christmas morning.
The church was given about 3 weeks to find the donors and collect the needed/wanted items for children in
our community. On December 14th the Salvation Army arrived at the church to pick up the items carefully
purchased by our donors. There were bags and bags of clothes, toys, bikes, a bed and dresser and a baby
walker. Each carefully labeled for delivery to a specific “Angel Tree” child. The photo shares only a sample of the
many items we collected.
The beautiful Christmas tree in the narthex to the church’s sanctuary during Advent and Christmas became even
more special has the children were selected by donors and a Salvation Army tag was placed on the tree for each
child.
Yes, we are a serving congregation! Our generosity and love for the community was highlighted through this
project and our Christmas Cheer food donations. You know it was a good thing when you hear, “Let’s do this
again next year!”
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Hands & Feet Initiative Leads Up to 223rd General Assembly (2018)
Presbyterians are invited to send mission teams to the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy as part of an
initiative called “Hands & Feet” leading up to the 223rd General Assembly (2018). The assembly is
scheduled to meet June 16–23, 2018, in St. Louis.
The goal of the Hands & Feet initiative is to strengthen local and national
mission efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) by encouraging
partnerships and mission involvement with cities hosting the biennial
meeting of the General Assembly.
“If we, through new and existing mission and ministry programs, immerse
ourselves in St. Louis over the next eighteen months, our General Assembly
gathering will be not just a meeting, but a natural extension of our charge
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in action,” says the Reverend J.
Herbert Nelson II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.
Nelson’s vision is that in addition to spending money in hotels, restaurants, and sightseeing venues,
Presbyterians participating in General Assemblies would contribute to the welfare of the host community in
more significant ways.
Find more information and a good video explaining the goals of the Hands and Feet initiative at www.
pcusa.org/handsandfeet .
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At Home
Macie Ruddell

In Nursing Homes

Slim Ruddell

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Roberta Siegriest

Martha Jacob Liberty Commons

Barry Kellum

Please send updates to Gloria:
gjparker@embarqmail.com

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” that
is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you e-mail
address, please contact Kaye: red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Continued
Prayers
for...
Our Mission

Deployed
Peter Jacob

The Spirit calls us to

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton
Southerland
Stewardship

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

November 2017

In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers $20,133
Building Fund
$9,362
Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Total Savings
$29,495
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Grow more like Christ as we
explore issues of faith together; and to

General Fund

Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Change in Fund Balances
YTD 2017 Income

$199,708
Please send updates to Gloria,
YTD 2017 Expenses
$213,643
gjparker@embarqmail.com
Deficit

-$13,935
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400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Adult Choir and Handbell Choir
CALLING ALL RINGERS AND
SINGERS!
The handbell and adult choirs have
resumed rehearsals. All are welcome
to come experience the blessing of
sharing your musical talents! Being
able to read music is not required.....
just a heartfelt desire to worship
through music. We’ll see you there!
The view upfront is great!
(handbells at 6:00pm, choir at
7:00pm)

Book Study and Dinner
4pm at Pastor Marie’s home
Sunday: January 7th
We are reading A Wind in the Door
Contact Pastor Marie or the church
office for more info

