Network News

First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC • November 2017

See what love the Father has shown us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are.
–1 John 3:1
Beloved in the Lord,
For First Presbyterian in Jacksonville, as with most churches, November marks the month of both Thanksgiving and
the close of the Stewardship Campaign. Both topics deal with thanks and gratitude, so I decided that would be my
focus for this month’s letter.
There is much for Larry and me to be grateful for, but
in November, we are especially thankful for our family.
Thirty-three years ago on November 9 Larry and I
became parents when Liz was born. Two years later, on
November 5, Meg was born. I am grateful that both girls
were born without complications under the skilled and
gracious care of the doctors and nurses at Pennsylvania
Hospital. Ellie, from the start, did things differently:
she was born in July five years after Meg, was breach,
and—unlike her sisters—came home from the hospital
knowing how to sleep for long stretches of time. I am
grateful for the midwife who tended to us even through
the C-Section, as well as for the doctors and nurses who
cared for us at Bridgeton Hospital.
Neither Larry nor I had much experience with babies before we brought Liz home, so we are thankful that our
mothers and my dad were willing and able to be there with us to teach us, comfort us, encourage us, and prod
us into parenthood. I am eternally grateful to the wonderful pediatrician we had in Haddonfield, NJ who—having
had five kids of his own—was able to give us very practical and useful guidance in raising our girls in addition to his
excellent medical care.
Now I find myself reliving those wondrous, exhausting, precious days as I watch Liz and Ken experience some of
the same challenges and joys of parenthood. I am grateful for the safe arrival of Bea and thankful that even though
we live a day’s drive away, I’m still able to see her often and to talk to Liz daily. And we are especially excited and
grateful that Bea will be welcoming a sibling next June!

Pastor’s Message, continued on page 5
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Birthdays

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers
for the Worship Service, please sign
up on the sheet across from Pastor
Marie’s office, or call the Church
office
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Brad Kuegel
5 Terri Edmondson
6 Wanda Elliott
7 Olive Downing
10 Patricia Carrier
Tim Duppstadt
14 Maelyn Bledsoe
16 Angela Sandlin
17 Barrie Brough
19 Barbara Krause
20 Hugh Sandlin
23 Mary Cameron
24 Kalie Carrier
27 Hannah Bateman
30 June Vrabel
Cameron Kuegel
NOVEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Dates
November 5*
(Pulpit Supply)

Liturgists
Bobby Sheegog

Usher Leaders
Barbara Krause

Treasurer Assistants
Tim Hunter

November 12

Sue Lowery

Harry Woodard

Harry Woodard

November 19

Jessica Skinner

Pete Andrews

Mary Ellen Andrews

November 26

Opal Amos

Tim Hunter

Tim Hunter

Notes
Head Ushers: Please

make sure you and/or your
team are available to assist
worshippers who may
need help entering the
building.

* Communion
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Join Presbytery’s PUSH Week – October 30 to Nov 4
Presbyterians Utilizing Servant Hands to love our neighbor as ourselves by pushing forward the restoration of
flooded homes in time for the holidays. Purpose of PUSH Week: To engage Presbyterians in living our Christ inspired
compassion and service by getting to know persons recovering from hurricane flood waters and meeting their needs.
We do this by providing volunteers to work in assist in rebuilding the homes of survivors of Hurricane Matthew in the
Fayetteville and Lumberton areas.
We are calling all Coastal Carolina Presbyterians to PUSH yourself out to volunteer
Can you Push a paint brush? Can you Push a mower? Can you Push yourself? Can you Push some siding up on the
house? Can you follow instructions? Will you? Are you a Presbyterian ready to Utilize your Servant Hands to help
neighbors rebuild? Then sign up now for a day of service to help get some families back home for the holidays.
Volunteers need to arrive by 9AM for orientation. The site address will be emailed to you closer to the work week.
Participation is free. http://presbycc.org/2017/push-week-2017/

Moment for Gratitude and Stewardship
As we head into the Stewardship and Budgeting Season, our liturgy will include something different. On most
Sundays in October and November, in place of the Unison Prayer of Confession there will be a short drama or
dramatic reading. These dramas are all based on a scripture lesson, which is noted beside the name of the skit.
Following the drama there will be a minute of silence for you to reflect on what you heard and to consider what
God may be saying to you through it.

Special Dates
Nov 11

Nov 23

Veteran’s Day

Thanksgiving Day

Called By Name
Women’s Fall Retreat

Lunch with Pastor Marie

Hosted by

Monroe Camp & Retreat Center

November 9th Chilli’s
November 30th

November 17-19, 2017

Outback Steakhouse

Information/Registration form link can be found
on the home page at:

RSVP to the office
Meet at the designated restaurant at
11:30 a.m.

jacksonvillepresbyterian.com
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Mission Opportunities during Advent & Christmas
Something new! As we look forward to the season of remembering God’s gift of love in Jesus Christ, First Presbyterian
will offer several mission opportunities for sharing that love with others. In an effort to do local mission this year, the
Evangelism/Outreach Team decided to offer mission opportunities that would impact children locally.

Angel Tree Project
The Salvation Army's Angel Tree program serving Onslow and Jones
Counties works to provide under privileged children gifts on Christmas
morning. People in need of assistance sign up with the Salvation Army.
The Salvation Army will provide donors with each child's first name,
age, sex, size, and Christmas wish. Donors fill a big bag with new
clothing and toys for each child.
Details about how you can participate will be shared in the future.

Have you heard of the “One City, Our City, My City” Campaign?
There was a Daily News front page article in August sharing about Mayor Phillips’
campaign to promote civility, caring and collaboration between those living in
Jacksonville. One City, Our City, My City is a year-long campaign with the vision that
states Jacksonville is a unified and Caring Community. We are One City. The campaign
comes after a year of meetings with members of the City’s faith community where the
need for tolerance, understanding and civility was discussed. There was an invitation for
individuals or organizations to join in supporting the goals of the “One City” Campaign.
Find the goals and more information at this link - https://jacksonvillenc.gov/OneCity .
How might First Pres., Jacksonville become involved?

Church Women United Meeting/Lunch
Where: First Presbyterian Church
When: November 3, 2017
Time: 11:30am-1:00pm
Cost: $4.00
Call Wanda Elliott if you can attend or help!
910-455-0538 or 910-265-1116
welliott4@ec.rr.com
We are hosting Church Women United and should have 35-50 guests. I need help setting up and decorating on
November 2, Thursday afternoon (after Pre-School) at 1:30pm.
I need 2 ladies to register and collect money.
I will need help providing soup, sandwiches and dessert; help setting up and cleaning after the lunch on Friday.
Please let me know how you can help! Thank you for helping make our lunch a wonderful time for fellowship and
worship with other churches in our community!
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Happy Fall, Ya’ll!
The preschool was very busy during the month of October! We took our annual trip to Mike’s Farm to pick our
pumpkins. Despite the heat and humidity, everyone enjoyed our day on the farm. During the month of October, we
studied farm animals, frightful frights (bats, toads, snakes, spiders, etc), five senses, and more! The students thoroughly
enjoyed their morning session with Mrs. Mary Ellen, learning all about spiders. They even made their own spiders to
take home! We started our weekly chapel lessons with Pastor Marie at the beginning of October. It is such a joy to see
how much the children retain about the Lord’s love for them!
We are looking forward to our field trip to Lowe’s Foods this month (Wednesday, November 8th) to take a tour and
learn all about healthy food choices, as Thanksgiving nears. In mid-November, the Onslow County Museum staff will visit
us this month to teach us about colonial life in North Carolina. Our annual family Thanksgiving Feast is scheduled for
Friday, November 17th at 10:30 am. We would love to see you all there, to enjoy food and fellowship with our students
and their families!
We are thankful for each and every church member who is generous enough to lend us time and resources, as well as
your many talents! Thank you!
With gratitude,
Jessica Arnold
First Presbyterian Preschool Director

Fall Registration is underway! Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com (click on the Preschool tab).

Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1

Whenever I baptize a child, I always close the liturgy with the verse from 1 John 3:1. It’s just so amazing to realize
that God loves us the way we love our babies and grandbabies. Only so much more so! For that I give thanks with
a grateful heart indeed.

Yours and His,
Pastor Marie
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October 2017 Session Notes
Stated Session Meeting, October 17, 2017
Members Present: Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Tim Hunter, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan
Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, Bobby Sheegog, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard. Also present was Pastor Marie
Cone, Moderator.
Pastor’s Report
Preaching & Teaching
•

Preached three out of four Sundays (one included Communion)

•

Led and Hosted two Dinner and Study events at my home

•

Developed the next Study and Dinner study guide

•

Planned and led the second The Table event

Administration
•

Planned Liturgy and Music for November and December

•

Led one Preschool Chapel

•

Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week; met with Sheila and Opal two times

•

Attended Meetings: Session, Fellowship Team, Mission & Evangelism Team, Preschool Board, Stewardship
Team

•

East Community Minister Lunch

•

Prepared Pastor’s News for the Network News; helped Ellie with the October edition

•

Purchased and setup new TV and DVD player for The Table event

Pastoral Care & Nurture
•

Lunch with the Pastor: one

•

Home Visits: Liberty Commons, Catherine Summerlin, Ed and Geraldine Hall

Other
•

Holiday: 0 Vacation: 2

•

Study Leave: 1

Sick Leave: 0

Action Items
The only two action items were approval of the Consent Agenda (October 17 Agenda and September 19
Minutes) and the revised Worship Ministry Team portion of the Standard Operating Procedures.
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Discussion Items
Review of various communications received:
•

Letter of appreciation from Community Counseling Center (formerly Presbyterian Counseling Center) for
continued participation

•

Emails from Nancy Gladden, East Community Mission Coordinator
-Flyer and registration form for East Community Gathering/Presbytery Meeting, November 4, Camp
Kirkwood (check the bulletin board!)

•

Invitations to special services at Beulaville PC and Windemere PC in late October

Ministry Team Reports
Christian Education
•

Finalization of plans for Trunk or Treat October 28, 6 – 8 p.m.

•

Review of proposed 2018 budget
-Rename Youth Camp Fund to Youth Mission Fund
-Increase fund by $1,000 to $2,000

•

Next Sunday School rotation will be Advent rotation with children practicing traditional Christmas hymns

Congregational Care
Mailed seven birthday cards, one sympathy card, and three prayer cards. Made one contact.
Evangelism/Missions (copied from report submitted):
1. Clyde Erwin School Supplies: were delivered to a grateful principal; the school needs volunteer readers/tutors
2. One City Campaign: Lillie Gray is contact person. Bobby will schedule her for a Men of the Church meeting.
Info on campaign will be shared in church Oct. newsletter.
3. OMH Foundation to provide screening mammograms: The Team decided to share this t-shirt sales
fundraising information in the church E-News.
4. Visitor Gift Bags: Kaye has been replenishing bags and putting them in the narthex. Kaye will contact Lisa ask
her to print more labels, notepads & business cards for Rev. Cone.
5. Website: Updating the web site was discussed and Bobby will schedule a meeting with the web site
developer in Morehead City.
6. Church E-News: Continue with current format.
7. Trunk or Treat: Date: Sat., Oct. 28; Bobby will contact the Boy & Girl Scouts to see if they will participate.
Bobby will check to see if we can change the date on last year’s publicity signs to use this year.
8. Rise Against Hunger: Team approved scheduling this event again in 2018. The Gifts of the Heart Project
proceeds will help fund. The same date in May is a proposed date.
9. Soup Kitchen: Kaye & Tony served two days of the week the church was assigned to volunteer. The director
expressed interest in visiting the church to thank us for our support. Our children have made tablecloths
for the Soup Kitchen tables that will be presented when she visits the church; possibly at one of The Table
gatherings.
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10.

Preschool Outreach: A “Have a great year!” banner was placed at the drive to welcome the students
back to preschool. Mary Ellen Andrews, preschool board chairperson, is reviewing a possible DVD based
study, Unstuffed to be offered to the preschool parents.

11.

Missionary Update: The latest newsletter from Andy and Ellen Collins was shared with the congregation
through the E-News and posted on bulletin board.

12.

Items for Oct. Newsletter: Angel Tree instead of Operation Christmas Child; One City Campaign;
Presbytery’s PUSH Week (Oct. 30 – Nov. 4)

Calendar of Mission Projects – 2017-2018
Nov. – Food collection for Christmas Cheer
Nov./Dec. – Angel Tree Project
Jan/Feb – Gift of the Heart Valentines
Feb. 4 – Souper Bowl of Caring
Fellowship
Review of September The Table luncheon
•

Takeout dinners delivered to homebound

•

Surplus food donated to Women’s Shelter

•

Sweetened and unsweetened tea donated by Donna Kuegel

•

Wide-screen TV (donated) to enhance visibility of video

•

Good kitchen clean up; need to continue to ensure excellent rating by health inspector

•

List available each luncheon to add names for takeout dinners

Personnel: Meeting scheduled to prepare Pastor Job Description requested by PNC for use when interviewing
potential pastors
Preschool:
•

Three-year old enrollment at 26 with waiting list

•

Openings in four-year old class

•

Handheld radios purchased to maintain communications among teachers and church secretary

•

Facebook ads will be reinstated; has been a good tool for recruiting new students

•

Weekly lunch expenses have increased to $120 due to increased enrollment

•

Director’s salary increased $50/month to compensate for additional kitchen cleaning

•

-Received rating of 98 on last inspection – highest rating possible unless $250/year class is taken

•

New oral thermometer purchased

•

Church members welcome to volunteer for reading to students, etc.
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Property:
•

Manse roof including sunroom roof repairs completed

•

Mold situation addressed

•

Preschool water heater leaking but will not be replaced – not being used

Stewardship:
•

2016 audit completed with few irregularities; audit letter forthcoming

•

Comprehensive review of proposed 2018 budget prepared by Brad Kuegel (Excellent work, Brad!)

•

End of September budget report shows general fund income still above amount pledged, unpledged income
still below estimate; grand total income 71% at end of September (75% of year), expenses at 76%

Worship:
•

New computer being used to record sermons for placing on website (Thank you, Rusty and Lisa!)

•

Worship services, including Scriptures and hymns, planned through first Sunday in January

•

Veterans’ Day observance November 12 for all military

•

Hanging of the Green December 3

•

Cantata tentatively scheduled for December 24 with children’s choir and soloist

•

Eric Blahut will be pulpit supply November 5 and December 31

New Business: Members will review listing of “active” members for contacting prior to purging of the roll at
December session meeting
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The Great Ends of the Church (adapted from F-1.0304) are:
1. The proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind
We share the ways God has saved us and shows God’s love for all people through the good news of Jesus Christ.
(Matthew 10:7-8, John 3:16-17, Romans 1:16-17, Ephesians 2:13-14, 1 John 4:14-16)
2. The shelter, nurture and spiritual fellowship of the children of God
We connect and grow as God’s people, called to be a community of faith, hope, love, and witness. (John 15:12-15, Acts
2:41-47, Romans 12:3-21, Ephesians 4:1-5 and 15-16)
3. The maintenance of divine worship
We praise God, from whom all blessings flow. (2 Samuel 6:12-19, Psalm 22:22-27, Matthew 5:23-24, John 4:23-26, 1
Corinthians 11:23-34, Colossians 3:12-17)
4. The preservation of the truth
We speak truth that sets us free to love. (Psalm 15, John 8:31-32, John 18:36-37, Ephesians 4:11-15, Ephesians 6:14-15)
5. The promotion of social righteousness
We follow Christ, who healed the sick, fed the hungry, freed the oppressed, and broke bread with outcasts and sinners.
(Matthew 9:9-14, Luke 4:18-19, Luke 7:22, James 1:22-2:8)
6. The exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world
And, just like Christ, we live as citizens of God’s reign, offering a life-giving alternative to a broken world. (Matthew
5:13-16, Romans 12:2, 1 Peter 2:9-10)
We recognize these to be the goals for the Church, because we have been redeemed and called into ministry by Jesus
Christ, because we live in gratitude for the grace given to us by God, and because we understand ourselves to be joined
and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be the body of Christ.

From Your Fellowship Team….
Once again, the Fellowship team will be sponsoring a luncheon on
November 12th, in the fellowship hall immediately following the worship
service. Please join us at The Table, as we enjoy a meal together….food
for our bodies, and food for our souls. Pastor Marie will be leading
the discussion as we continue our studies with Sacred Rhythms. The
luncheon will have fall themed food. Hope to see you there! If you prefer
to bring your own lunch, please do! We don’t want to miss you there!

10

At Home
Macie Ruddell

In Nursing Homes

Slim Ruddell

Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Roberta Siegriest

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Barry Kellum

Martha Jacob Liberty Commons

Please send updates to Gloria:
gjparker@embarqmail.com

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” that
is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you e-mail
address, please contact Kaye: red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Continued
Prayers
for...
Our Mission

Deployed
Peter Jacob

The Spirit calls us to

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Stewardship

August
2017
In Hospitals,

Nursing Homes or
General Fund Rehab Centers $10,863.00
BuildingLei
FundAshley – Onslow House
$550.00
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
ChangeDot
in Fund
Balances
Keel
– Liberty Commons
JYTD 2017 Income

Grow more like Christ as we
explore issues of faith together; and to
Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

$167,655

YTD 2017Please
Expenses
$178,390
send updates to Gloria,
Deficit

gjparker@embarqmail.com
-$10,735
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400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Book Study and Dinner
4pm at Pastor Marie’s home
Sunday: November 19th
We are reading A Wind in the Door
Contact Pastor Marie or the church
office for more info

Adult Choir and Handbell Choir
CALLING ALL RINGERS AND
SINGERS!
The handbell and adult choirs have
resumed rehearsals. All are welcome
to come experience the blessing of
sharing your musical talents! Being
able to read music is not required.....
just a heartfelt desire to worship
through music. We’ll see you there!
The view upfront is great!
(handbells at 6:00pm, choir at
7:00pm)

