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Network News
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC  •  December 2017

Pastor’s Message, continued on page 5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a 

man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.   

–John 1:1-14

Beloved in the Lord,                 

…Twinkling lights, Luminaries, Candles, Stars…
We celebrate the birth of Christ on one of the shortest, and therefore darkest, days of the year. It is natural for 
light to be such an important theme of our celebration. For most of the year we take light for granted. Here in 
East Carolina we enjoy frequent clear skies with plenty of sunshine. At dusk street lights come on automatically, 
illuminating our neighborhoods. Headlights show us the way as we head home at night. With a flip of a switch or 
two our houses go from dark and shadowy to merry and bright. But in December we pay special attention to the 
miracle of light. The colorful strands we string around our windows and trees hold the darkness at bay, and the 
sight is so satisfying we make a point to drive around and experience the displays in other neighborhoods. 

And what would a Christmas tree be without lights? It’s unthinkable! Our ancestors risked house fires to light 
candles on live trees. We willingly take up the tedious task of stringing lights without ever considering forgoing 
them for a year. Or better yet, we buy a new artificial tree prelit with bright LEDs lights. Once the tree is decorated 
it is magical to turn off all other lights in the house and sit quietly beside it, enjoying the peace and beauty of the 
season. That is the moment, for me, when I feel closest to the shepherds and kings of that first Christmas Eve. They 
were used to the deep darkness of night. They were probably used to the majestic spectacle of a clear, star-filled 
night sky. But that night the light was different. A new star, an unusually bright star, drew their attention and led 
them to an infant child, lying in a manger.  

–John 1:1-14–John 1:1-14

Beloved in the Lord,                 
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meetingsand programs of the church, to provide newsworthy articles, and to strengthen communications in our 

church family. Please send news and articles to the newsletter editor; ellie.cone@kitepipe.com

January 2018 Newsletter Submission Deadline ............................................................ Friday, December 22rd
Ministers ...................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Interim Pastor ............................................................................................................................�e Reverend Marie Cone
Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Choir Director/Organist .................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Pre-School Director .......................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ...................................................................................................................................................Ellie Cone

December WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

  Dates             Liturgists                Usher Leaders              Treasurer Assistants                           Notes
December 3*            Opal Amos                     Tim Hunter                 Tim Hunter

December 10           Jessica Skinner            Barbara Krause             Bobby Sheegog

December 17             Sue Lowery               Harry Woodard             Harry Woodard

December 24           Gary Danford                 Tim Hunter                  Tim Hunter

December 31
(Pulpit Supply)

 5        Jim Hamilton
                      6        Downs Milner           Billy Sewell

                      7        Margaret Curry
                      8        Larry Cone
                      9         Bob Krause

                     13       Don Edmondson
                     16       Tracy Valez              Jim Wayne

                     18       Crystal Carrier 
                     19       Stephanie Talbert

                     20       Geraldine Hall
                     23       Catherine  Summerlin          Louise Egbert

                     25       Bobby Sheegog
                     28       Esz Cabamalan          Jim Dempsey

                     29      Chase Padgett
                     30      Glendora Quinn

                     31      Joann  Brown

Head Ushers:  Please 
make sure you and/or your 
team are available to assist 
worshippers who may 
need help entering the 
building.

* Communion

Birthdays Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers for the Worship 

Service, please sign up on the sheet across from 
Pastor Marie’s office, or call the Church office
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Special Dates
Dec 24th         Christmas Eve

Dec 25th             Christmas Day

Dec 31st         New Year’s Eve

Lunch with Pastor Marie
No lunch in December

 RSVP to the office

Meet at the designated restaurant at 
11:30 a.m.

Have you heard of the “One City, Our City, My City” Campaign?
There was a Daily News front page article in August sharing about Mayor Phillips’ campaign to promote civility, 
caring and collaboration between those living in Jacksonville. One City, Our City, My City is a year-long campaign 
with the vision that states Jacksonville is a unified and Caring Community. We are One City. The campaign comes 
after a year of meetings with members of the City’s faith community where the need for tolerance, understanding 
and civility was discussed. There was an invitation for individuals or organizations to join in supporting the goals of 
the “One City” Campaign.

Find the goals and more information at this link - https://jacksonvillenc.gov/OneCity .

How might First Pres., Jacksonville become involved?
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Mission Opportunities during Advent & Christmas
Something new! As we look forward to the season of remembering God’s gift of love in Jesus Christ, First Presbyterian 
will offer several mission opportunities for sharing that love with others. In an effort to do local mission this year, the 
Evangelism/Outreach Team decided to offer mission opportunities that would impact children locally.

Angel Tree Project
SOMETHING NEW FOR 2017 – ANGEL TREE PROJECT to help 15 Children

As we begin the season of Advent by remembering God’s gift of love in Jesus Christ, First Presbyterian will 
offer a new mission opportunity for sharing that love for others. In an effort to do local mission this year, 
the Session has approved the Angel Tree Project.

The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program serving Onslow and Jones Counties 
works to provide under privileged children gifts on Christmas morning. 
People in need of assistance sign up with the Salvation Army. 

A list of our 15 children will be created and shared with the church. If you 
choose to be a donor, you will get a list with our child’s first name, age, sex, 
size, and Christmas wish. Please watch for the list of children available that 
will be emailed to those on our church email contact list. 

How can you sign up to sponsor a child? Review the list that will be posted on 
the church bulletin board and sent to you by email. When you have chosen a 
child you wish to sponsor, contact Kaye Bledsoe – red-kayak@hotmail.com or 
910-389-2592. You will be given a donor tab with the child’s information and 
an “Angel” will be placed on the tree in the sanctuary narthex. 

 BEFORE YOU BEGIN SHOPPING!!! – Please contact Kaye to make sure your 
choice has been recorded hasn’t already been selected. 

Some of the wishes are large items like a bike or a tablet. In this case, maybe two people or families can go 
together to sponsor this child. Small groups in the church can also become donors.

If you can’t do the shopping but wish to be a donor, please let us know. You can donate the money and the 
items will be purchased. 

Collecting the Gifts: Bring the unwrapped items in a large bag labeled with the child’s Angel ID to the 
fellowship hall. Please notify Kaye when you have delivered your Angel’s gifts. The DEADLINE is DEC. 14.

We do need to make sure each of our 15 children receive something for Christmas!                                  
Thank you for your generosity as we share God’s love with others.
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Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at  
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com   (click on the Preschool tab).

Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1

No one who gathered in wonder around the dark stable that night realized they were in the presence of the True 
Light of the World. It was years before the Apostle John would write his beloved gospel that I included above. My 
wish for you this year is that, as you enjoy the lights this Christmas Season you have the opportunity to take a few 
moments to spend in quiet wonder, like the angels and the shepherds, at God’s special gift of Light and Grace and 
Truth.  

Have a Blessed Advent and Christmas Season,  
Pastor Marie

Seasons Greetings!

November passed us by so quickly! We had a great field trip to Lowes Foods to learn about healthy foods and eating 
habits. We spent the month of November studying veterans, families, colonial life, and Thanksgiving. We enjoyed 
amazing food and fellowship at our annual Thanksgiving Feast! The feast went very well, and was enjoyed by the 
students, friends, and family. Thank you to all of the church members and Pastor Marie for your help in making the 
event so successful!

The students and staff are looking forward to celebrating the Christmas season this month. We have a polar express 
pajama party planned, as well as our annual Family Christmas party with a cookie exchange and silent auction. The 
preschool is collecting toy and food donations for Onslow Christmas Cheer. We have had many food donations brought 
in already.

The preschool is holding a new fundraiser this year. It’s called the Secret Santa Shop. The children will shop for items to 
give as Christmas gifts to loved ones, for a cost of $1 per item. These items are donated small “yard sale” or dollar store 
type items: candles, jewelry, trinkets, tools, calendars, small toys, photo frames, etc. If you have any items that you 
would like to donate, we would greatly appreciate it! We are looking forward to seeing the children’s joy as they learn 
the importance of giving to others, while raising funds for our preschool. 

Thank you to all of you who continue to show your love and support to the preschool students and staff! May your 
Christmas season be blessed with the company of friends and loved ones!

Merry Christmas!
Jessica Arnold
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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: SUPPORTING PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE LEADERS

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to 
Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving 
to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by providing assistance to 
current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our 
future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
• The Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions
• Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges
• Racial Ethnic Leadership Development
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In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers

Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Our Mission
The Spirit calls us to 

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Grow more like Christ as we 
explore issues of faith together; and to 

Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Time and Talent — It has been several years since our Church family has completed a Time and Talent
form.  The forms have been in the Sunday bulletin and can also be obtained in the church office or on our
website (go to About Us > Resources).  The forms have been updated and we are asking every individual to
complete a form even if you filled out a form years ago.  We will compile this list so it can assist the session
and ministry teams of our church with matching your time and talents so that we can all continue growing in
Christ.  Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete the Time and Talent form.

Change in Fund Balances
January 1, 2016 $109,136.00
October 31, 2016 $98,445.55
Net Change $<10,690.54>

October 2016
General Fund.................................................$35,475
Building Fund.....................................................$250

In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God. — Philippians 4:6 

Financials

Thank you for your support — The Stewardship Team

Continued 
Prayers 
for...
Deployed

Peter Jacob

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Stewardship
November 2017

General Fund $25,697

Building Fund $9,342

Total Savings $35,040

Change in Fund Balances

YTD 2017  Income      $190,069

YTD 2017 Expenses    $204,472

Deficit                         -$14,403

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” that 
is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you e-mail 
address, please contact Kaye:  red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Please send updates to Gloria: 
gjparker@embarqmail.com

At Home

Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell

Roberta Siegriest

Barry Kellum

In Nursing Homes

Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons 

Martha Jacob    Liberty Commons



400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Adult Choir and Handbell Choir 
CALLING ALL RINGERS AND 
SINGERS! 
The handbell and adult choirs have 
resumed rehearsals. All are welcome 
to come experience the blessing of 
sharing your musical talents! Being 
able to read music is not required.....
just a heartfelt desire to worship 
through music. We’ll see you there! 
The view upfront is great!
(handbells at 6:00pm, choir at 
7:00pm)

Book Study and Dinner
4pm at Pastor Marie’s home

Sunday: December 10th
We are reading A Wind in the Door 
Contact Pastor Marie or the church 

office for more info
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Ways to Use the Calendar Templates

In a space or shape on the calendar, write the name of someone for whom you are 
praying. Doodle around the name, add color. Think of each stroke of color or each 
doodled mark (line, dot, arc, spiral…) as a wordless prayer. If words come to you 
as you draw and color, pray them. Squeeze them onto the calendar in the shape or 
along the margins if they feel important. When you have finished with your daily 
entry, say “Amen” or recite a short passage of Scripture appropriate to Advent like 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation.” (Psalm 27:1)
Read a daily Advent reflection or meditation. Choose a word from the reading that 
jumps out at you. Write it in the shape and start to doodle and color. Marinate in 
the word. What is the word saying to you? What does God have to say to you about 
the word? Listening + doodling+ coloring = praying.  Keep a computer or notebook 
next to your calendar so you can write any insights or “ahas.”
Write and ponder an Advent word––prepare, wait, pregnant, hope, watch, 
darkness, longing, light…—as you doodle and color.
Since Advent is a season of hope, write something you hope for each day. Offer that 
idea to God as you draw, write, and color.
For smaller children, print the calendar on 11″x17″ paper and just let them color. 
Light a battery-powered votive candle and give them a quiet, secret place to work. 
The Tree template might be a simple one for a child to use.
Remember this is not supposed to be a great work of art. Enjoy the process. The 
words, marks, and color end up creating a beautiful tapestry in spite of your skill 
level! 


