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Network News
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC  •  October 2017

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 

–Ephesians 2:8-9

Beloved in the Lord,

This month we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the event that kicked off the Protestant Reformation. Several years 
ago, the Presbytery in which I was serving invited four pastors to develop worship resources for Reformation Sunday. The 
comments in the box below are based on their work.

 

On October 29, Reformation Sunday, when we sing “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God” we will be uniting our voices with believers in many Protestant churches. 
Based on Psalm 46, this text and tune were written by Martin Luther in 1529. 
This hymn became the battle cry for the Reformation. One commentary notes 
that many hymns were inspired by this psalm; however, this particular hymn 
suggests rugged strength and is filled with faith, devotion, and courage. It is 
said that Luther sang it daily through every struggle he endured. Our liturgy on 
that Sunday will reflect the themes of our Reformed tradition and is based on 
several documents from the time of John Calvin and Martin Luther.

As I prepared this letter and the Order of Worship for Reformation Sunday I 
was once again reminded of the joy and encouragement that comes from being 
part of a connectional church.  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and 
the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.

 – Hebrews 12:1

Yours and His,  

 Pastor Marie

 

“Grace alone, faith alone, Scripture alone.”
 

Our Book of Order lifts up those watchwords from the Protestant Reformation as key pieces of our shared 
theological heritage. It was on October 31, 1517 that Martin Luther posted his thesis on the church door in 
Wittenberg, an act that led to his excommunication and set in motion the Protestant Reformation. It is 
now common for Reformed churches throughout the World to celebrate the anniversary of that event. Such 
an observance gives us the opportunity to thank God for the gifts we owe to the Reformation, including 
the availability of the Bible in translations accessible to all persons, the  clear understanding that we 
are saved by grace through faith, and an abiding trust that God is sovereign over all creation. Given the 
current challenges in our denomination and in the world around us, such truth seems especially timely 
and relevant.
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A monthly publication of First Presbyterian Churchfor the purpose of informing members and friends of the 
meetingsand programs of the church, to provide newsworthy articles, and to strengthen communications in our 

church family. Please send news and articles to the newsletter editor; ellie.cone@kitepipe.com

November 2017 Newsletter Submission Deadline .........................................................Sunday, October 22nd
Ministers ...................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Interim Pastor ............................................................................................................................The Reverend Marie Cone
Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Choir Director/Organist .................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Pre-School Director .......................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ...................................................................................................................................................Ellie Cone

OCTOBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

  Dates             Liturgists                Usher Leaders              Treasurer Assistants                           Notes
October 1*              Opal Amos                   Harry Woodard              Harry Woodard

October 8              Jessica Skinner              Barbara Krause           Mary Ellen Andrews

October 15            Sue Lowery                                                      

October 22                                                                                                 Opal Amos 

October 29            Sue Lowery                   Barbara Krause

7     Opal Amos,    Andrea Forte
                     12    Maci Ruddell,    Thomas Dill,   Dan Roemerman

 15     Christeen Hyden
         28     Adair Hadley

Head Ushers:  Please 
make sure you and/or your 
team are available to assist 
worshippers who may 
need help entering the 
building.

* Communion

Birthdays
Sanctuary Flowers

If you would like to provide flowers 
for the Worship Service, please sign 
up on the sheet across from Pastor 

Marie’s office, or call the Church 
office
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Special Dates
Oct 9         Columbus Day

Oct 13         Navy Birthday

Oct 31         Halloween

Lunch with Pastor Marie
October 5th    Old Siam

October 26th     Ruby Tuesday
 RSVP to the office

Meet at the designated restaurant at 
11:30 a.m.

Called By Name 
Women’s Fall Retreat

Hosted by

Monroe Camp & Retreat Center
November 17-19, 2017

Information/Registration form link can be found 
on the home page at:

jacksonvillepresbyterian.com

Join Presbytery’s PUSH Week – October 30 to Nov 4
Presbyterians Utilizing Servant Hands to love our neighbor as ourselves by pushing forward the restoration of 
flooded homes in time for the holidays. Purpose of PUSH Week: To engage Presbyterians in living our Christ inspired 
compassion and service by getting to know persons recovering from hurricane flood waters and meeting their needs. 
We do this by providing volunteers to work in assist in rebuilding the homes of survivors of Hurricane Matthew in the 
Fayetteville and Lumberton areas.

We are calling all Coastal Carolina Presbyterians to PUSH yourself out to volunteer

Can you Push a paint brush?  Can you Push a mower?  Can you Push yourself? Can you Push some siding up on the 
house? Can you follow instructions?  Will you? Are you a Presbyterian ready to Utilize your Servant Hands to help 
neighbors rebuild? Then sign up now for a day of service to help get some families back home for the holidays.  

Volunteers need to arrive by 9AM for orientation. The site address will be emailed to you closer to the work week. 
Participation is free. http://presbycc.org/2017/push-week-2017/ 

Christian Education Ministry Team
Greetings from the Christian Education Ministry Team! School is back in session, and we hope the children are 
enjoying their new school year so far. Thanks to everyone for their participation in our Blessing of the Backpacks and 
Rally Day celebration! Special thanks to all who brought school and work materials to be blessed for this school year.

And that brings us to our Dessert Auction and Bake Sale…..wow, what a great day! For anyone who may not know, 
our annual Dessert Auction and Bake Sale helps supplement the youth fund, which sponsors camperships and other 
youth-oriented activities and missions. We enjoyed a fun and filling lunch, with great food and many wonderful 
side dishes (thank you everyone!). Special thanks to the Fellowship Committee for organizing our wonderful food. A 
special thanks also to our auctioneer extraordinaire, Mr. Gary Danford, and also to you, our faithful members and 
friends, who so willingly and enthusiastically baked and bought!!! We raised just over $2100!

And just in case you didn’t get your fill of fun at the auction, we will be sharing more fun with the community at 
our TRUNK OR TREAT festivities on Saturday, October 28 th , from 6:00-8:00pm, in the side parking lot (or inside 
the fellowship hall if weather is inclement). Plans are underway for a variety of games, food, music, prizes, Bouncy 
House, and more! We are also partnering with our Boy Scout Troop so this will be a whole lot of fun! There are lots 
of opportunities, and it’s such a fun evening, so please consider where you might be able to support this community 
outreach event.

Thanks again to everyone for all that you do to support the Christian Education ministry team and its missions.
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Mission Opportunities during Advent & Christmas
Something new! As we look forward to the season of remembering God’s gift of love in Jesus Christ, First Presbyterian 
will offer several mission opportunities for sharing that love with others. In an effort to do local mission this year, the 
Evangelism/Outreach Team decided to offer mission opportunities that would impact children locally.

Have you heard of the “One City, Our City, My City” Campaign?
There was a Daily News front page article in August sharing about Mayor Phillips’ 
campaign to promote civility, caring and collaboration between those living in 
Jacksonville. One City, Our City, My City is a year-long campaign with the vision that 
states Jacksonville is a unified and Caring Community. We are One City. The campaign 
comes after a year of meetings with members of the City’s faith community where the 
need for tolerance, understanding and civility was discussed. There was an invitation for 
individuals or organizations to join in supporting the goals of the “One City” Campaign.

Find the goals and more information at this link - https://jacksonvillenc.gov/OneCity .

How might First Pres., Jacksonville become involved?

Angel Tree Project
The Salvation Army's Angel Tree program serving Onslow and Jones 
Counties works to provide under privileged children gifts on Christmas 
morning. People in need of assistance sign up with the Salvation Army. 
The Salvation Army will provide donors with each child's first name, 
age, sex, size, and Christmas wish. Donors fill a big bag with new 
clothing and toys for each child.

Details about how you can participate will be shared in the future. 

Church Women United Meeting/Lunch
Where: First Presbyterian Church

When:  November 3, 2017

Time:  11:30am-1:00pm

Cost:   $4.00

Call Wanda Elliott if you can attend or help!

 910-455-0538 or 910-265-1116 

 welliott4@ec.rr.com

We are hosting Church Women United and should have 35-50 guests. I need help setting up and decorating on 
November 2, Thursday afternoon (after Pre-School) at 1:30pm.

I need 2 ladies to register and collect money. 

I will need help providing soup, sandwiches and dessert; help setting up and cleaning after the lunch on Friday.

Please let me know how you can help! Thank you for helping make our lunch a wonderful time for fellowship and 
worship with other churches in our community!
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Fall Registration is underway! Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at  
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com   (click on the Preschool tab).

Hello, everyone!

The preschool is off to a great start! We have been blessed with an amazing group of little ones this year!  We took our 
annual field trip to the Jacksonville Police and Fire Departments on September 20. The students and their parents spent 
the day learning about law enforcement and fire safety. It was informative, and enjoyed by all! 

On October 11, we will take our annual field trip to Mike’s Farm to pick our pumpkins. Friday, October 20th is fall 
portrait day. We will host our annual family Halloween party on Tuesday October 31. We would love to have church 
members volunteer to pass out candy during our indoor trick or treat activity, through the church that morning. Last 
year was a huge success thanks to all of you!

We have so much fun and learning ahead of us this school year!

With gratitude,
Jessica Arnold
First Presbyterian Preschool Director

Moment for Gratitude and Stewardship 
As we head into the Stewardship and Budgeting Season, our liturgy will include something different. On most 
Sundays in October and November, in place of the Unison Prayer of Confession there will be a short drama or 
dramatic reading. These dramas are all based on a scripture lesson, which is noted beside the name of the skit. 
Following the drama there will be a minute of silence for you to reflect on what you heard and to consider what 
God may be saying to you through it.
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September 2017 Session Notes

Stated Session Meeting, September 19, 2017
Members Present:  Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel 
Rymoff, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard.  Tim Hunter and Bobby Sheegog were excused.

Pastor’s Report

Preaching & Teaching

• Preached eight out of eight Sundays (two included Communion) 

• Led and Hosted five Dinner and Study events at my home

• Planned next Study and Dinner program

• Planned and led the first The Table event

Administration

• Planned Liturgy and Music for September, October, November

• Began planning Preschool Chapels

• Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week

• Attended Meetings: Session (x3), CE Team,  Fellowship Team (x2), Mission & Evangelism Team, Preschool Board, 
Stewardship Team, Worship Team

• East Community Minister Lunch

• East Community Pastor Retreat

• Prepared Pastor’s News for the Network News; helped Ellie with the August and September editions

Pastoral Care & Nurture

• Lunch with the Pastor: two

• Home Visits: Liberty Commons, Harry

• Meetings: Brad, Opal, Gary, Tony (with computer tech)

• Other Fellowship Activities: Cake Auction, Slim Ruddell’s Birthday

Other

• Holiday: 1 Vacation: 0

• Study Leave: 6 Sick Leave: 0

Action Items:

-Approval of:

• Vacation schedule for Pastor Marie for remainder of 2017:  October 12 and 15, November 5, December 31 (3 Sundays)

• Employer Agreement with Board of Pensions to pay full 2018 medical/ retirement/death & disability insurance 
premiums for pastor ($18,250 vs. $18,500 in 2017) and 75% medical insurance premiums for secretary ($6,699 vs. 
$6,345 in 2017)

• Trunk or Treat October 28, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

• Use of $500 from cake auction proceeds for youth to provide Christmas for a vetted family in the community

• Use of $500 from cake auction proceeds for youth to donate to the Heifer Project

• Have an “angel tree” in lieu of participating in Operation Christmas Child

• Collection of Joy offering in December

• 2018 Communion schedule

• Pay guest organist on October 1 $100
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-Election of Sue Lowery to serve as Commissioner at November 4 East Community Gathering/Presbytery meeting at Camp 
Kirkwood

Discussion Items:

-New Presbytery database with online directory of churches, pastors, and supply pastors

-Mission grant opportunity by East Community

-Preschool

• 27 currently enrolled; names on waiting list

• Need for kitchen to be thoroughly cleaned after each use by members or outside groups as representative from 
Health Department makes unannounced visits

-Property

• New air conditioning unit for second floor of education wing

• New roof for manse; paid from manse rental account; new leak at sunroom; some mildew and mold

• Repairs to ladies’ and men’s restrooms in older section of building

• Continuing replacement of ballasts and light bulbs throughout the facility

-Fellowship

• Review of first” The Table” meal and discussion

 Ideas for improving flow and efficiency

 Shorten presentation

 Larger screen for viewing videos

 Cards for homebound available on tables when congregants enter

-Evangelism

• Consideration of special offering to benefit the Heifer Project at a future date

• Need for newsletter article with information on Andy and Ellen Collins, missionaries to Thailand

• Need for reminder that donations can be made to the Collins family through the church in lieu of collecting a special 
offering

-Stewardship/Treasurer’s Report

• Ministry team budgets due to Treasurer in October

• Pledge cards to be mailed October 1

• Commitment Sunday November 19

• General Fund pledges continue to exceed amount pledged through August but unpledged income continues to fall 
short of estimate; building fund, Samaritan fund, and youth fund pledges ahead of amount pledged through August

• Line of credit for Fellowship Hall roof repairs due for renewal

-Worship

• New laptop for recording sermons purchased; needs software that is compatible with sound system

• 80 old blue hymnbooks donated to McClure Presbyterian Church

• Worship portion of Standard Operating Procedures will be updated to include recognition of veterans on Sunday of 
Veteran’s Day weekend and management/ oversight of worship service recordings

• Flower survey results

 Congregation open to reducing flower presence in the chancel area at Easter and Christmas

 Congregation desires chancel area continue to be tastefully decorated

 Congregation desires opportunity to give financially in memory and/or in honor of loved ones

-Reviewed names on prayer list printed in bulletin
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The Great Ends of the Church (adapted from F-1.0304) are:
1. The proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind

We share the ways God has saved us and shows God’s love for all people through the good news of Jesus Christ.  
(Matthew 10:7-8, John 3:16-17, Romans 1:16-17, Ephesians 2:13-14, 1 John 4:14-16)

2. The shelter, nurture and spiritual fellowship of the children of God

We connect and grow as God’s people, called to be a community of faith, hope, love, and witness.  (John 15:12-15, Acts 
2:41-47, Romans 12:3-21, Ephesians 4:1-5 and 15-16)

3. The maintenance of divine worship

We praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  (2 Samuel 6:12-19, Psalm 22:22-27, Matthew 5:23-24, John 4:23-26, 1 
Corinthians 11:23-34, Colossians 3:12-17)

4. The preservation of the truth

We speak truth that sets us free to love.   (Psalm 15, John 8:31-32, John 18:36-37, Ephesians 4:11-15, Ephesians 6:14-15)

5. The promotion of social righteousness

We follow Christ, who healed the sick, fed the hungry, freed the oppressed, and broke bread with outcasts and sinners.  
(Matthew 9:9-14, Luke 4:18-19, Luke 7:22, James 1:22-2:8)

6. The exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world

And, just like Christ, we live as citizens of God’s reign, offering a life-giving alternative to a broken world.   (Matthew 
5:13-16, Romans 12:2, 1 Peter 2:9-10)

We recognize these to be the goals for the Church, because we have been redeemed and called into ministry by Jesus 
Christ, because we live in gratitude for the grace given to us by God, and because we understand ourselves to be joined 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be the body of Christ.

From Your Fellowship Team….
 Once again, the Fellowship team will be sponsoring a luncheon on 
October 8th in the fellowship hall immediately following the worship service.  
Please join us at The Table, as we enjoy a meal together….food for our 
bodies, and food for our souls.  Pastor Marie will be leading the discussion 
as we  continue our studies with Sacred Rhythms. The tentative lunch menu 
includes pot roast and vegetables, tossed green salad, broccoli rice casserole, 
assorted steamed vegetable medley, rolls/butter, and lemon cake. Hope to 
see you there!  If you prefer to bring your own lunch, please do!  We don’t 
want to miss you there!
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In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers

Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Our Mission
The Spirit calls us to 

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Grow more like Christ as we 
explore issues of faith together; and to 

Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Time and Talent — It has been several years since our Church family has completed a Time and Talent
form.  The forms have been in the Sunday bulletin and can also be obtained in the church office or on our
website (go to About Us > Resources).  The forms have been updated and we are asking every individual to
complete a form even if you filled out a form years ago.  We will compile this list so it can assist the session
and ministry teams of our church with matching your time and talents so that we can all continue growing in
Christ.  Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete the Time and Talent form.

Change in Fund Balances
January 1, 2016 $109,136.00
October 31, 2016 $98,445.55
Net Change $<10,690.54>

October 2016
General Fund.................................................$35,475
Building Fund.....................................................$250

In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God. — Philippians 4:6 

Financials

Thank you for your support — The Stewardship Team

Continued 
Prayers 
for...
Deployed

Peter Jacob

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Stewardship
August 2017

General Fund $11,733.00

Building Fund $300.00

Change in Fund Balances

January 1, 2017 $113,176.00

July 30, 2017 $95,182.55

Net Change YTD $<17,993.98>

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” that 
is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you e-mail 
address, please contact Kaye:  red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Please send updates to Gloria: 
gjparker@embarqmail.com

At Home

Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell

Roberta Siegriest

Barry Kellum

In Nursing Homes

Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons 

Martha Jacob    Liberty Commons



400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Adult Choir and Handbell Choir 
CALLING ALL RINGERS AND 
SINGERS! 
The handbell and adult choirs have 
resumed rehearsals. All are welcome 
to come experience the blessing of 
sharing your musical talents! Being 
able to read music is not required.....
just a heartfelt desire to worship 
through music. We’ll see you there! 
The view upfront is great!
(handbells at 6:00pm, choir at 
7:00pm)

Book Study and Dinner
4pm at Pastor Marie’s home

Sunday: October 1st, and 
October 22nd

We are reading A Wind in the Door 
Contact Pastor Marie or the church 

office for more info

Trunk or Treat
Saturday October 28th 

6-8 pm


