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Network News
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC  •  September 2017

Pastor’s Message, continued on page 4

The people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! We are determined to 
have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and that our king may govern 
us and go out before us and fight our battles.” When Samuel had heard all the words of the 
people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lord. The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to their 
voice and set a king over them. 

1 Samuel 8:19-22

Beloved in the Lord,

Last month we began a sermon series that will take us through October. We are working our way through the books of 1st 
and 2nd Samuel, where we will encounter both familiar and unfamiliar characters:  Hannah, Samuel, Saul, David, Goliath, 
and Bathsheba; Eli, Phinehas, Hophni, Jonathan, and Nathan. As we consider these sometimes admirable, sometimes fallible, 
but oh-so-human men and women, our focus will be on their leadership styles and abilities. Were they noble or successful 
leaders? In what ways were they problematic or ineffective leaders? How did God use them as leaders, despite their personal 
failings? Did the Spirit prod them to do their best or compensate for their shortcomings? 

In some ways, the books of Samuel aren’t that different in tone from the books 
of Judges and Ruth. There are characters to love and to hate, to respect and to 
despise. There are events that make you shake your head in wonder at the power 
of God and others that make you cringe in despair at the frailty of humanity. 
Some stories will make you laugh, others may make you cry, but they all offer an 
opportunity to connect to the great story of how our Awesome God works in the 
midst of the best and worst that humanity has to offer. I invite you to take time to 
read through some of the stories. You might want to use a contemporary language 
translation like Eugene Peterson’s The Message. Peterson’s introduction to the 
book of Judges may pique your interest in reading some of these Old Testament 
texts:

  Sex and violence, rape and massacre, brutality and deceit do not seem to 
be congenial materials for use in developing a story of salvation. Given the Bible’s 
subject matter—God and salvation, living well and loving deeply—we quite naturally expect to find in its pages leaders for 
us who are good, noble, honorable men and women showing us the way. So it is always something of a shock to enter the 
pages of the Book of Judges and find ourselves immersed in nearly unrelieved mayhem.  

It might not gravel our sensibilities so much if these flawed and reprobate leaders were held up as negative moral examples, 
with lurid, hellfire descriptions of the punishing consequences of living such bad lives. But the story is not told quite that 
way. There is a kind of matter-of-fact indifference in the tone of the narration, almost as if God is saying, “Well, if this is all 
you’re going to give me to work with, I’ll use these men and women, just as they are, and get on with working out the story 
of salvation.” These people are even given a measure of dignity as they find their place in the story; they are most certainly 
not employed for the sake of vilification or lampoon.

 God, it turns out, does not require good people in order to do good work. He can and does work with us in whatever 
moral and spiritual condition he finds us. God, we are learning, does some of his best work using the most unlikely people. 
If God found a way to significantly include these leaders (“judges”) in what we know is on its way to becoming a glorious 
conclusion, he can certainly use us along with our sometimes impossible friends and neighbors.
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A monthly publication of First Presbyterian Churchfor the purpose of informing members and friends of the 
meetingsand programs of the church, to provide newsworthy articles, and to strengthen communications in our 

church family. Please send news and articles to the newsletter editor; ellie.cone@kitepipe.com

October 2017 Newsletter Submission Deadline ......................................................... Sunday, September 24th
Ministers ...................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Interim Pastor ............................................................................................................................The Reverend Marie Cone
Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Choir Director/Organist .................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Pre-School Director .......................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ...................................................................................................................................................Ellie Cone

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

  Dates             Liturgists                Usher Leaders              Treasurer Assistants                           Notes

September 3*            Opal Amos                                                       Opal Amos

September 10            Bobby Sheegog        Barbara Krause            Bobby Sheegog

September 17            Sue Lowery                                                      Ariel Rymoff

September 24            Opal Amos                Tim Hunter                   Tim Hunter

1   Tony  Amos
                            2    Emma Kunzing

                            3    Ken Padgett
                            4    Gladys McMillan,  Slim Ruddell

                            8    Jaliyah Thorton
                           13    Maddi Smith

                           15    Donna McIntyre,  Roberta Siegriest
                           20   Anna Hamilton,  Winton Southerland

                           24   Jan Carrier
                           27   Brianna Thorton

30   Carol Mayo

Head Ushers:  Please 
make sure you and/or your 
team are available to assist 
worshippers who may 
need help entering the 
building.

* Communion

Birthdays Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers 
for the Worship Service, please sign 
up on the sheet across from Pastor 

Marie’s office, or call the Church 
office
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Special Dates
Sept 4         Labor Day (Church office closed)

Lunch with Pastor Marie
September 7    Logan’s Roadhouse

September 28     LongHorn Steakhouse
 RSVP to the office

Meet at the designated restaurant at 
11:30 a.m.

Called By Name 
Women’s Fall Retreat

Hosted by

Monroe Camp & Retreat Center
November 17-19, 2017

Information/Registration form link can be found 
on the home page at:

jacksonvillepresbyterian.com

Children’s Ministry Provides Mission Opportunities
Giving kids hands-on opportunities for missions allows them to be messengers for Christ. Involving children in 
missions through our church has a direct impact on how active they’ll remain as adults. 

Our Stewardship, Mission, and Christian Education Ministry Teams are working together to provide hands-on mission 
opportunities for our children and youth. The Session has approved $1000 from the Youth Fund to supplement 
mission projects the children and youth will experience throughout the year.  

The first hands-on mission opportunity will be to organize the school supplies we donated for the Clyde Erwin 
Elementary School. They will be filling backpacks and creating classroom supply bins.

The monies collected at the September 10th Dessert Auction will help replenish the Youth Fund. Mission education 
is a practical and fun way to show children how God wants us to live out the Good News.

Blessing of the Backpacks, Fellowship Meal, and Dessert Auction – Sunday, September 10
Let’s honor and bless students and teachers as they return to school. One popular method is a “Blessing of the 
Backpacks” ceremony. This is a very simple event which can make a surprising impact. Students, teachers, and 
anyone else who’s interested can bring their backpacks to the 11am worship for a blessing. 

Our monthly fellowship meal on the second Sunday of September provides time to build relationships. We’ll gather 
in the fellowship hall following worship for a free catered roast pork meal.

It’s also Dessert Auction Sunday! Make your favorite cake, pie, cupcakes, or sweet delight for the auction that 
happens at the fellowship meal. Place the desserts in the kitchen and label them with contents and your name. 

Gary Danford will be our auctioneer again this year. So, bring the desserts, and your checkbook for some bidding fun. 
The proceeds go to the church’s Youth Fund that assists youth in attending church camps and in funding their mission 
projects.
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Fall Registration is underway! Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at  
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com   (click on the Preschool tab).

Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1

Leadership is an important topic to consider during an interim time, when a church is between called pastoral leadership. It 
is also an important topic to consider this time of the year, when the Nominating Committee is recruiting men and women to 
serve on Session and the regular Nominating Committee.  

I look forward to spending a good number of Sundays exploring the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel with you as we consider 
what our Sovereign Lord has to say about leadership in the Church.

See you in church! 

Yours and His, 

 Pastor Marie

Hello, everyone!

We are so excited to be embarking on the adventure of a new school year! Our orientation and first day were both a 
huge success! We are looking forward to many exciting events this year. Our first field trip is scheduled for September 
20th at the Jacksonville Police and Fire Departments. This field trip is always thoroughly enjoyed by all!
The preschool ministry board has placed sign-up sheets near the secretary’s office, to offer opportunities for church 
members to volunteer for preschool events.  There are a variety of events and tasks available to sign up for. We 
welcome your participation, and greatly appreciate any and all assistance throughout the year. We love getting to know 
all of you!
We are welcoming Mrs. Vickie Queen into our preschool family, as the lead teacher in the three-year-old classroom. 
Mrs. Vickie is retired from Onslow County Schools with 25 years of teaching experience. We are very blessed to have 
her as a part of our staff. 
We look forward to finding out what the Lord has in store for us, during this school year!

With Gratitude,
Jessica Arnold (Preschool Director)
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July-August 2017 Session Notes
Called Session Meeting, July 23, 2017

Members present:  Opal Amos, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Bobby Sheegog, Jessica 
Skinner, and Harry Woodard.  Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator, was also present. 
The only action item was approval of a contract with Superior Roofing in the amount of $6,610.00 for repairs to the 
manse roof (remove all old shingles, replace plywood where needed, install new tar paper, new flashing, and new 
three-tab shingles [30-year warranty]).  Money will come from the manse rental fund.

Called Session Meeting, August 13, 2017

Members present:  Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, 
Ariel Rymoff, and Jessica Skinner. Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator, was also present.  
Action Items:
• Approval of purchase of updated computer equipment (maximum $700.00) for recording worship services.  

Purchase price to be paid from Memorial Fund.
• Approval of transfer of $1,000.00 from Youth Fund to Christian Education budget to be used for mission 

projects.

Called Session Meeting, August 20, 2017

Members present:  Tim Hunter, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, Bobby 
Sheegog, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard.  Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator, was also present. 

Session members welcomed Thomas, Sarah, and Chris Ayer into fellowship and membership pending their 
professions of faith.

TIME AT THE TABLE……
    A big thank you to everyone who took part in our first TABLE Fellowship luncheon! We enjoyed good food, great 
fellowship, and thought-provoking discussion.  Thanks also to Pastor Marie for  introducing some of the spiritual 
disciplines from Sacred Rhythms. Realizing how often Jesus taught and ministered to others over a meal, the Fellowship 
Team looks forward to future gatherings, to guide us individually and collectively in spiritual growth and discernment. 
After our time together, meals were also shared with our homebound members and friends in the community, 
extending our love and fellowship with others.

Our next luncheon will be Sunday, September 10, in the fellowship hall, directly following morning worship.  The 
Christian Education Team will be leading the activities, including our annual dessert auction.  We hope to see you there!  
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In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers

Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Our Mission
The Spirit calls us to 

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Grow more like Christ as we 
explore issues of faith together; and to 

Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Time and Talent — It has been several years since our Church family has completed a Time and Talent
form.  The forms have been in the Sunday bulletin and can also be obtained in the church office or on our
website (go to About Us > Resources).  The forms have been updated and we are asking every individual to
complete a form even if you filled out a form years ago.  We will compile this list so it can assist the session
and ministry teams of our church with matching your time and talents so that we can all continue growing in
Christ.  Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete the Time and Talent form.

Change in Fund Balances
January 1, 2016 $109,136.00
October 31, 2016 $98,445.55
Net Change $<10,690.54>

October 2016
General Fund.................................................$35,475
Building Fund.....................................................$250

In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God. — Philippians 4:6 

Financials

Thank you for your support — The Stewardship Team

Continued 
Prayers 
for...
Deployed

Peter Jacob

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Stewardship
June 2017

General Fund $20,808.00

Building Fund $400.00

Change in Fund Balances

January 1, 2017 $113,176.00

July 30, 2017 $104,344.00

Net Change YTD $<8,832.00>

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” that 
is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you e-mail 
address, please contact Kaye:  red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Please send updates to Gloria: 
gjparker@embarqmail.com

At Home

Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell

Roberta Siegriest

Barry Kellum

In Nursing Homes

Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons 

Martha Jacob    Liberty Commons
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Adult Choir and Handbell Choir 
CALLING ALL RINGERS AND 
SINGERS! 
The handbell and adult choirs have 
resumed rehearsals. All are welcome 
to come experience the blessing of 
sharing your musical talents! Being 
able to read music is not required.....
just a heartfelt desire to worship 
through music. We’ll see you there! 
The view upfront is great!
(handbells at 6:00pm, choir at 
7:00pm)

Book Study and Dinner
4pm at Pastor Marie’s home
Sunday: September 17, and 

October 1
We are reading A Wrinkle in Time 

Contact Pastor Marie or the 
church office for more info

Trunk or Treat
Saturday October 28th 

6-8 pm


