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Join us at THE TABLE!
Who doesn’t like a bountiful table! But, what joy is there in a nourishing table if you sit at the table alone? Our Christian
journeys begin with baptism as we are born into Christ’s family. Christ calls us to gather around the communion table where
we reaffirm our commitment and where God renews us with grace.
As we seek to live out our vision, the Session of First Presbyterian is opening the doors of our fellowship hall to welcome the
sure and the unsure, the whole and the broken, the insiders and outsiders to find their seat at Christ’s table.
We’re calling this time of food, discussion and discernment THE TABLE. Once a month, the congregation will move (following
the 11am worship) to the fellowship hall to enjoy a catered meal and guided discussions designed to promote our spiritual
growth as well as attract new people to the life of discipleship.
The Pastor Nominating Committee(PNC) has promised to pursue God’s will as they seek a new pastor for First Presbyterian.
The practice of discernment they desire is more than a mere decision-making process. Discernment is an ever-increasing
capacity to “see” or discern the works of God in the midst of our lives so that we can align ourselves with whatever it is that
God is doing. One goal of THE TABLE is to create a space in which we can commit to each other and to the transformational
journey of discernment.
A quote from Thomas Keating says, “The spiritual radiation of a community depends on the commitment of its members
to the transformational journey and to each other. To offer one another space in which to grow is an integral part of this
commitment”.
The Session and the PNC invite you to THE TABLE! Enjoy food, fellowship, and a transformational journey that will lead us
into deepened relationships with each other and God.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say
to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
-- Romans 12:1-3

Beloved in the Lord,
Last month we wrapped up the sermon series on being Presbyterian and we
ended with the idea that we are never quite done defining what it means to
be Presbyterian! The unofficial motto of a church in the Reformed Tradition is
Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda. That’s Latin for the reformed church,
always being reformed. Note that it’s not that we are always reforming, but that we are being reformed. God, through the
work of the Holy Spirit, is always at work calling us back to the Word of God—the written scriptures and the Living Word,
Jesus Christ.
Why do we need constant reforming? Well, for starters we, as individuals and as congregations, are never going to get every
theological statement right, understand every word of scripture completely, or live and worship with perfect selflessness
and faithfulness. Every so often there is a time when we experience a flash of divinely inspired conviction and creativity and
the church goes through a period of extensive reformation. There are examples of such change in both the Old and New
Testaments, and, of course, in the Protestant Reformation. There are also examples within the Presbyterian Church, as when
we have reconsidered our understanding of the Bible’s teaching on race and gender.
Often it seems that not everyone is convinced that it is the Holy Spirit that is at work when some in the church call for
change. Such was the case in the 20th century when the Presbyterian Church (USA) began ordaining women as ministers,
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Pastor’s Message, continued on page 5

Birthdays

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers
for the Worship Service, please sign
up on the sheet across from Pastor
Marie’s office, or call the Church
office

1 Sterling Williams
2 David Dillingham, Shelia Miller
8 Shelby Hunter
24 Dr. Frank Dill, Luke Bledsoe
26 Mary Ellen Andrews
29 Justin Southerland
30 Lisa Colwell
31 Betty Davis, Donna Bateman
AUGUST WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Dates

Liturgists

Usher Leaders

Treasurer Assistants

August 6*

Jessica Skinner

Barbara Krause

Tim Hunter

August 13

Sue Lowery

Bobby Sheegog

Bobby Sheegog

August 20

Rusty East

Tim Hunter

Tim Hunter

August 27

Bobby Sheegog

Ariel Rymoff

Bobby Sheegog

Notes
Head Ushers: Please

make sure you and/or your
team are available to assist
worshippers who may
need help entering the
building.

* Communion
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Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) Update
The PNC is excited to announce that our church’s Ministry Information Form (MIF), has been posted online at the
Church Leadership Connection (CLC) website. This website has begun to match the information in our MIF with
Pastor Information Forms (PIFs) from pastors looking for a new call.
The PNC has received a number of “matches” and will follow up on these and other candidates by reviewing their
PIFs, determining if they are candidates we wish to further consider and engage in conversation with references and
candidates when appropriate.
Please pray for guidance as the PNC receives, reads and prays over the PIFs. We have used your input from the
Mission Gatherings and Leadership Surveys you provided to guide our search and call upon the guidance of the Holy
Spirit as we continue to move ahead into our vision of Welcoming, Growing, Serving!

1st Pres. Reaches Out to Local School by Collecting School Supplies in August
The Church’s Evangelism/Mission Ministry Team has contacted Dr. Tara Patterson, the new principal at
Clyde Erwin Elementary Magnet School, to offer our assistance in providing school supplies for the children.
Dr. Patterson is pleased to partner with us and looks forward to looking with us.
Watch the worship bulletin and e-news for a list of needed supplies. The Collection bins will be placed in
the sanctuary narthex and the entrance by the church office beginning in August. Through our abundant
generosity, Christ’s love is shown to others!

Special Dates

Aug 4

Aug 7
Aug 19
Aug 21

Coast Guard Birthday
Purple Heart Day

National Aviation Day
Senior Citizens Day

Called By Name

Lunch with Pastor Marie

Women’s Fall Retreat

August 10 Chili’s
August 24

Hosted by

Duck’s

Monroe Camp & Retreat Center

RSVP to the office

November 17-19, 2017

Meet at the designated restaurant at
11:30 a.m.

Information/Registration form link can be found
on the home page at:
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Hello, everyone!
We are gearing up for an exciting year at the preschool! We are busy planning field trips, lesson plans, and family events.
We are still accepting enrollment applications for both classrooms, for the 2017-18 school year (abs 2.5-5 years old).
Our orientation day is August 30th at 10:00 am, and our first day of school is Wednesday, August 30th. The teachers
and I are looking forward to meeting all of our new students, and welcoming back our returning students.
Our first field trip will be to the Jacksonville Police and Fire Departments in September.
I know that the Lord has many blessings in store for us, in the coming school year!
With Gratitude,
Jessica Arnold
Preschool Director

Fall Registration is underway! Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com (click on the Preschool tab).
Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1

elders, and deacons. The Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) and Evangeligal Presbyterian Church (EP) were formed to
accommodate churches who wanted to leave the PCUSA, largely over the issues of ordination and same-sex marriage. These
denominations hold many beliefs in common with the PCUSA; however, they recognize only the Westminster Confession
“as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures.” Our PCUSA constitution includes the Westminister
Confession as but one of twelve documents in our Book of Confessions, and we recognize that each of those documents was
written at a specific point in time to address questions of faith that arose in a specific cultural and historical context.
And that brings us to a second reason we need periodic reforming: our understanding—of our context, of ourselves, of
others—changes. That is why I chose Romans 12:1-3 for my lead scripture this month. It’s not because the world has changed
that a church has to change. The Church is called to change by the Holy Spirit so that God’s children can “be transformed by
the renewing of [our minds], so that [we] may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
And so that we may be confirmed ever more closely into the image of the Son.
Join us at The Table in the fellowship hall after worship on August 13 to find out more about transformation and spiritual
renewal!
Yours and His, Pastor Marie
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June 2017 Session Notes
Members present Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Brad
Kuegel, Tim Hunter, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel
Rymoff, Bobby Sheegog, and Harry Woodard. Also present
were Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator; and Kaye Bledsoe,
Gary Danford, and Gwen Duppstadt, members of the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC). Bill Carrier and Barbara
Krause were excused.
Pastor’s Report
Preaching & Teaching
-Preached five out of five Sundays (one included
Communion)
-Led and Hosted two Dinner and Study events at my home
-Attended Inter-Generational Mission Sunday School
-House Blessing for Tammy Davis
-Memorial Service for Herman Grissom
-Preschool Graduation
Administration
-Prepared one instalment of Letter from the Pastor for the
newsletter
-Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
-Attended Meetings: Session, Christian Education, Preschool
Board, East Community Presbytery Meeting
-Attended East Community Minister Lunch
Pastoral Care & Nurture
-Lunch with the Pastor: two
-Visits: Martha Jacob and Donna McIntyre (Liberty
Commons), Roberta Siegriest (home)
-Hosted an Open House for the congregation
-Other Fellowship Activities: Onslow Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary Luncheon; Youth Outing to Accidental Artist
Holiday: 1, Study Leave: 0, Vacation: 2, Sick Leave 0
Action Items
Approval of:
-Sponsoring fundraising efforts by the youth as a mission for
The Heifer Project
-Offering dates on which preschool does not meet to
Onslow Hospital Auxiliary for meetings; standard fees for
use of Fellowship Hall and kitchen will be charged
-Preschool will not enter contract with Merry Maids for next
school year
-Establishment of “The Table,” monthly meetings following
worship as a means to integrate both new people and
current congregants into activities of the church; simple
meals will be provided
-Session study of Pursuing God’s Will Together (A
Discernment Practice for Leadership Groups)
-Pastoral leave as follows:
-Vacation leave July 5 and 6
-Study leave August 14 and 15 for East Community
Pastor’s Retreat
-Six days of study leave on dates to be determined
for personal reading and planning to review 		
materials collected to assist pastor in leading 		
church in spiritual transformation

-Ministry Information Form (MIF) prepared by PNC for
loading into Church Leadership Connection (CLC) database
for matching with Pastor Information Forms (PIF); PIFs will
be reviewed by PNC in search of an installed pastor
Discussion Items:
-Report from June 8 East Community Gathering/Presbytery
Meeting at Sneads Ferry PC
-Jan Edmiston, co-moderator of PC(USA), was 		
keynote speaker
-$1,103 collected as offering for Presbyterian 		
Disaster Agency for use in counties impacted by
Hurricane Matthew
-Overwhelming response to request for hygiene and
craft supplies for Children’s Hope Alliance
-Email from Lisa Colwell resigning as Newsletter Editor; will
continue website updates
-Review of VBS plans
-Congregational Care
-6 birthday cards in May; 3 birthday cards in June
-3 thinking of you cards in June
-8 congregational care volunteer forms received
-Preschool report
-2016-2017 budget discussed and reviewed
-Tuition increases in effect Fall 2017
-No preschool on two-hour inclement weather 		
delays for public school
-Mrs. Vickie Queen new 3-year old teacher replacing
Miss Kari who is relocating
-Property report
-Daisy Girl Scout troop will begin meeting once local
leaders have been secured
-Regular floor care schedule will be established
-Merry Maids contract to be reviewed
-Stewardship report
-$1,600 scholarship awarded to Victoria Fonte, 		
Jacksonville High salutatorian
-Review of budget report at end of May (42% of 		
year)
		
-Pledge income at 62%
		
-Total income at 38%
		
-Expenses at 40%
		
-Net deficit of $3,650 with $1,650 transfer
		
from Preschool account pending
-Faith Garner (student at Coastal Carolina Community
College) and Jenifer Bean will serve as guest pianists during
Sheila Miller’s vacation
-Comprehensive review of MIF
-Presented by Gary Danford, Kaye Bledsoe, and 		
Gwen Duppstadt
-Question-and-answer session following
-Thanks from session for excellent work by PNC
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July 2017 Session Notes
-

Members present Opal Amos, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Catering contract with Golden Corral for three to four “The
Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, Bobby Sheegog,
Table” gatherings between August and December
Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard. Also present was
Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator. Mary Ellen Andrews and Tim
-Meal for 50; Menu will vary (fried and baked chicken 		
Hunter were excused.
[two pieces/person] with 3 sides, rolls, and dessert in 		
Pastor’s Report
August)
Preaching & Teaching
-$7.00 per person ($350)
-Preached four out of four Sundays (one included
Communion)
-34% ($119) charitable donation to be made by Billy 		
-Led and Hosted one Dinner and Study events at my home
Sewell
(FOUR new members!)
-Net cost to church: $231 per month
-Attended VBS session
-$500 anonymous donation pledged toward this cost
Administration
-Prepared brochure introducing The Table
-$150 from Fellowship Fund
-Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
-$231 from Youth Fund for September meal (dessert 		
-Attended Meetings: Session, Personnel Team, Worship
auction benefitting Youth Fund)
Team
Discussion Items
-No East Community Minister Lunch in July
-Reviewed brochure introducing “The Table” prepared by Pastor
Pastoral Care & Nurture
Marie Cone
-Lunch with the Pastor: two
-Visits: Traci McKinney (!), Lisa Colwell, Connie Kellum
-17 children at VBS; total cost including food $200; some
preschool children attended
-Meetings: Billy Sewell
-Other Fellowship Activities: None
-Property
Holiday: 1, Study Leave: 1, Vacation: 2, Sick Leave 0

-Meeting Monday with roofer to discuss leaks in manse 		
roof

Action Items

-Girl Scouts leader meetings: July 27, August 3; Daisy 		
troop begins meeting after that

Approval of:

-Renewal of current Interim Pastor Contract with Marie
Cone for one year, effective September 16, 2017 (four-day -Treasurer’s report (end of June, 50% of year)
work week with two to four hours scheduled office hours -Pledge income at 69%
during two week days)
-Total income at 44%
-Replacement of 25-year old rooftop air conditioning unit at
-Expenses at 47%
a cost not to exceed $13,000
-Net deficit of $7,268
-Combined Music Director/Church Organist job description
-Worship team to investigate replacing computer used for
-Hiring Sheila Miller as music director/church organist
recording worship
-Sheila Miller’s combined salary as music director/church
-Survey requesting feedback on continuing Christmas poinsettias
organist remain at current rate ($17,923) through 2017
and Easter lilies
-“Learning to See,” first chapter of Pursuing God’s Will Together
(John 9, Jesus healing the blind man), with opportunity for
members to identify with the disciples, the neighbors, the
Pharisees, or the parents
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At Home
Martha Jacob

In Nursing Homes
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell
Roberta Siegriest
Barry Kellum

Please send updates to Gloria:
gjparker@embarqmail.com

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” that
is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you e-mail
address, please contact Kaye: red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Continued
Prayers
for...
Our Mission

Deployed
Peter Jacob

The Spirit calls us to

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Stewardship
Winton Southerland

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

June 2017

General Fund

In Hospitals, Nursing $12,226.00
Homes or
Building Fund
Rehab Centers $350.00
Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Change in Fund Balances
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
January 1, 2017
$113,176.00
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons
June 30, 2017

Grow more like Christ as we
explore issues of faith together; and to
Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

$105,908.00

Net ChangePlease
YTD send updates to
$<7,268.00>
Gloria,

gjparker@embarqmail.com
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400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Book Study and Dinner
4pm at Pastor Marie’s home
Sunday: August 6, 20, and 27
We are reading A Wrinkle in Time
Contact Pastor Marie or the
church office for more info

Adult Choir and Handbell Choir will
restart rehearsals on August 9th
CALLING ALL RINGERS AND
SINGERS!
On August 9th, the handbell and
adult choirs will resume rehearsals.
All are welcome to come experience
the blessing of sharing your musical
talents! Being able to read music is
not required.....just a heartfelt desire
to worship through music. We’ll see
you there! The view upfront is great!
(handbells at 6:00pm, choir at
7:00pm)

WE WERE WONDERING……..
The Worship team would like your feedback regarding the flowers used to decorate the
chancel area for Easter and Christmas. Discussions during our most recent team meeting cited
several observations that impact worship and the church finances….physical space limitations,
an abundant number of plants, allergic reactions, and financial supplements needed to support
the flower expenses.
The team is exploring the option of reducing the presence of flowers in the chancel
area while still making available the opportunity for charitable donations. This option would
eliminate individual flower purchases for Easter and Christmas.
Please respond to the following questions and return this information to the church by
placing it in the offering plate. If you would prefer to drop off your form by the church office,
there will be a box labeled SURVEY for your responses. You may also contact the church office
by phone. Thank you in advance for your feedback.
1. What are your thoughts/feelings about reducing the number of flowers used to decorate the
chancel area of the church for Easter and Christmas?
Like			

Don’t like			

Neutral

2. What are your thoughts/feelings about NOT personally purchasing a flower for decorating
the chancel area, keeping in mind that that area will still be decorated for Easter and
Christmas?
Like			

Don’t like				

Neutral

3. Would you like to continue to have the opportunity to make charitable donations in honor
or memory of loved ones, and have them listed in the church bulletin?
YES			

NO

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS _______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

