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Network News
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC  •  June/July 2017

Pastor’s Message, continued on page 5

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 

the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, 
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And 
all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing 

and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen.”  — Revelation 7:9-12

Beloved in the Lord,
In June and July we consider the five beliefs that mark us as a church in the Reformed Tradition. One of those beliefs is that 
things should be done Decently and in Order. This applies to church government as well as to worship. There is much I 
could talk about on this subject, but I thought I’d focus on how it applies to music in worship.
During the Renaissance, mass in many Roman Catholic parishes had evolved into “an imposing concert of performance 
music” [White, James E., ”A Brief History of Christian Worship” 1993, p. 136]. Protestant leaders like Martin Luther, 
Huldrych Zwingli, and John Calvin agreed that the mass needed to be reformed. They all abandoned the mysterious 
rituals that, at that time, surrounded the Eucharist, and they focused instead on preaching the Word. They agreed that 
worship was to be conducted in the local language instead of in Latin. On music, however, they disagreed.
•	 Luther, who was a musician as well as a preacher and theologian, 

created new music for the congregation to sing in the vernacular. 
Sometimes he set his lyrics to popular folk melodies or even bar tunes. 
Luther once wrote: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is 
the greatest treasure in the world. It controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, 
and spirits…A person who…does not regard music as a marvelous 
creation of God…does not deserve to be called a human being; he 
should be permitted to hear nothing but the braying of asses and the 
grunting of hogs.”

•	 Zwingli, on the other hand, eliminated all music from the Swiss Reformed 
Church. He could find no scriptural foundation for the instrumental music, 
chanting, and elaborate choral music of the Roman mass. 

•	 Calvin, who followed Zwingli as leader of the Swiss Reformed Churches, 
welcomed music in worship, but only if it was scriptural. From this 
tradition arose the Psalter: a collection of the psalms set to music. For 
many years, the core of a Presbyterian hymnal was the psalter. When we sing the doxology on Sundays, we use a tune 
called “The Old Hundredth.” The melody goes back to the second edition of the Genevan Psalter (1551), where it was 
paired with Psalm 134. Some years later William Kethe paired the tune with his translation of Psalm 100 entitled All 
People That on Earth Do Dwell. 

The psalms continued to form the core of Presbyterian hymnals well into the 20th century. Note the Preface from The 
Psalter Hymnal, published in 1927 by the United Presbyterian Church:
The Psalter Hymnal contains a version of each of the Psalms, together with special Psalm selections. This is in accord with 
the historic practice of the United Presbyterian Church and its purpose to exalt the Psalms in worship. As provided for by 
overture, a number of hymns approved by the General Assembly are added. These were chosen after lengthy research 
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church family. Please send news and articles to the newsletter editor.

August 2017 Newsletter Submission Deadline ....................................... Friday, July 21
Ministers ...................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Interim Pastor ............................................................................................................................The Reverend Marie Cone
Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Choir Director/Organist .................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Pre-School Director .......................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ..........................................................................Lisa Colwell, (910) 937-0190, colwellster@gmail.com

JUNE & JULY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
  Dates Liturgists  Usher Leaders  Treasurer Assistants          Notes
June 4* Opal Amos Bobby Sheegog Bobby Sheegog
June 11 Sue Lowery Harry Woodard Harry Woodard
June 18 Bobby Sheegog Barbara Krause Ariel Rymoff
June 25 Elaine Miller Tim Hunter Tim Hunter
July 2*  Pete Andrews Mary Ellen Andrews
July 9 Sue Lowery Barbara Krause Tim Hunter
July 16 Opal Amos Harry Woodard Harry Woodard
July 23 Bobby Sheegog  Bobby Sheegog
July 30 Jessica Skinner Tim Hunter Tim Hunter

1 Travis Colwell
2 June Blackmon

15 Marilyn Danford
16 Kristen Brooks

19 Connie Kitchen & Midge Reed
24 Phyllis Tonnacliff

26 Jay Southerland & David Davis
27 Martha Harville

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide flowers for the Worship Service, please sign up on the sheet 

across from Pastor Marie’s office, or call the Church office

Head Ushers:  Please 
make sure you and/or your 
team are available to assist 
worshippers who may need 
help entering the building.

* Communion

Birthdays

1 Lynn Roberts & Eloise Walton
5 Allen Amos
7 Elle Cone

11 Jessica Skinner
12 J.D. Rymoff

17 Virginia Sartelle
24 Harry Woodard & Rose Robinson

25 Edward Carrier
27 Rusty East

29 Makala Dempsey & Denise Story
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Special Dates
June 4  Pentecost, 

Graduate Recognition, 
Pizza Party & Youth Outing  

to Accidental Artist

June 6  D-Day

June 14  Army Birthday, Flag Day

June 18  Father’s Day

June 19  Juneteenth

June 20  American Eagle Day

June 21  June Solstice

July 4  Independence Day

July 23  Parents’ Day

Lunch with Pastor Marie
June 8 at Ducks

June 22 at The Angry Ginger
July 13 at Carolina Ale House

July 27 at Chili’s
RSVP to the office

Meet at the designated 
restaurant at 11:30 a.m.

Called By Name 
Women’s Fall Retreat

Hosted by

Monroe Camp & Retreat Center
November 17-19, 2017

Information/Registration form link can be found 
on the home page at:

jacksonvillepresbyterian.com

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) Shares Update – 5/19/2017
The PNC composed of Gary Danford, Jenifer Bean, Gwen Duppstadt, Tony Amos and Kaye Bledsoe is excited to share the 
near completion of our church’s Ministry Information Form (MIF). Through hours of collaboration and prayer, the PNC has 
developed a team approach we pray will continue to bring positive results. 
The PNC anticipates presenting First Presbyterian’s MIF to the Session for approval soon. Once approved, it will be posted 
online and the PNC will begin reviewing potential candidates. 
The work of calling a new pastor can not be solely predicated on a business model. Prayer has been an intentional focus 
of the PNC’s devotional time. The PNC is asking each member to make time to pray for the efforts of the PNC and the 
future pastor. 
Prayer for the PNC…
Pray for patience, the mind of Christ, and the wisdom to choose the right person.
Prayer for our next pastor…
Pray God would increase the pastor’s passion for preaching the Word of God
Pray God would prepare the pastor to hear God’s call to energetically shepherd our congregation toward its mission. 
Pray for the pastor’s family as they consider leaving their current setting or beginning pastoral ministry for the first time.
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Fall Registration is underway! Forms are available at the Church office, or by download at  
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com   (click on the Preschool tab).

The preschool year has come to a close. The preschool staff would like to 
thank our generous and thoughtful preschool ministry board and Pastor 
Marie Cone, without whom we couldn’t have had a successful year. We 
would also like to thank Mr. Harry Woodard and Mr. Dan Roemerman 
for always coming to our rescue in our (many) times of need. We are 
grateful to have had such a blessed school year, filled with such amazing 
church members, volunteers, parents, and students. We would like to 

extend a thank you 
to our secretary, 
Ms. Gloria, for her 
support and advice 
on a daily basis. We 
are sad to see the 
year ending, but are 
looking forward to the blessings that the Lord has prepared for us in 
the coming school year. 
Our Mothers Day Brunch was a success! Thank you to Ms. Kaye 
Bledsoe for her tremendous help with the children during our event! 
Our graduation ceremony is scheduled for Friday June 2nd at 11:00 
am. We invite everyone to attend! 
We are actively accepting enrollment applications for the 2017-18 
school year for this fall. Ms. Gloria has those applications available in 
the church office; they are also available on the church website.
Thank you to everyone for all of your love and support throughout the 
school year! 
       With Gratitude, 
       Jessica Arnold

First Presbyterian Youth Outing!!
June 4, 2017, at noon

We will be having a Pizza Party immediately after the worship service,  
then we will be going to Accidental Artist at 1 p.m. to paint a piece of pottery. 

This entire outing is FREE!
Please RSVP to Ariel by June 3:  ariel.rymoff@gmail.com or text 910-986-3102
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Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1

in the field of hymnology and with regard to their doctrinal and literary quality. Their incorporation with the deeply 
devotional Psalms will enrich still further the praise ordinance of the Church, permitting Christian worshippers to give more 
abundant expression to the desire of their hearts. The musical settings are the fruit of laborious study; the tests applied 
being those of dignity, conformity to sentiment, and adaptation to popular use.
The editors of the Glory to God hymnal approached their task with much the same care. I have copies of the Psalter 
Hymnal, along its successors, in my office if you’d like to look at them. You might enjoy taking a moment to peruse this 
collection of Presbyterian musical history. 
Meanwhile, this summer we will be singing mostly familiar hymns from our Glory to God hymnal. But once the fall is here, 
and everyone returns from vacation, we just may be learning a new hymn or two!
See you in Worship!
           Yours and His,  
           Pastor Marie

Intergenerational Mission Sunday School — June 18, 2017 at 9:45 a.m.
Calling all “mission-minded” folks! Let’s create and fellowship! It’s about helping the Soup Kitchen. Whether you’re a 
regular Sunday school participant or haven’t been involved, we invite everyone to gather for our Sunday school mission 
project. All age groups from the youngest to the oldest, are needed to help create table runners and greeting notes for 
Onslow Community Outreach Soup Kitchen. There will be a place for you at the Fellowship Hall tables.

Congratulations Graduates!
Victoria Fonte (granddaughter of David and Kathleen Dillingham) and  

Jan Carrier (son of Bill and Chrystal Carrier)  

will be graduating from Jacksonville High School in June! 

Victoria Fonte

Class of 2017

Jan Carrier

Class of 2017
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Members present:  Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, 
Tim Hunter, Barbara Krause, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, 
Ariel Rymoff, Bobby Sheegog, and Harry Woodard. Also 
present was Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator. Bill Carrier, 
Brad Kuegel, and Jessica Skinner were excused.

Pastor’s Report
Preaching & Teaching
•	Preached four out of four Sundays (one included 

Communion) 
•	Led and Hosted two Evening Dinner and Study events at 

my home
•	Led four Preschool Chapels
Administration
•	Prepared one instalment of Letter from the Pastor for the 

newsletter
•	Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
•	Attended Meetings: Session (x2), Christian Education, 

Worship
•	Attended East Community Minister Lunch
Pastoral Care & Nurture
•	Lunch with the Pastor: two
•	Visits: June Blackmon, Pete and Maryellen Andrews (at 

home and in hospital)
•	Other Fellowship Activities: Brad’s Chicken Dinner!
Other
Holiday: 0; Vacation: 0; Study Leave: 0; Sick Leave: 0

Action Items
Approval of:
•	Transfer of membership of Carmen Minnis to Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, Woodbridge, VA
•	Notification to Pineland Evangelical PC, Jacksonville, 

NC, that Steven and Lauren Payne became members at 
First PC, Jacksonville, NC, on May 15, 2000 and were 
deleted from the active roll in 2010, and that Rebekah 
Anne Payne was baptized on September 24, 2000

•	Selection of Sue Lowery to apply for nomination as 
Alternate (2018) and Commissioner (2020) to General 
Assembly

•	Offering scholarships (up to $1,000) from the Youth Fund 
for three Carrier children to attend Camp Kirkwood

•	Revised Congregational Care Ministry Team portion of 
Standard Operating Procedures

•	Election of Opal Amos as Commissioner to June 10 East 
Community Gathering/ Presbytery meeting in Sneads 
Ferry

Discussion Items
•	Devotional from Race and Reconciliation (Confessions 

of 1967 and Belhar), section 6 “Two Sides of the Same 
Coin”

•	Rise Against Hunger 
•	Meal packaging event May 21 4 – 6 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall
•	Boy Scouts’ bake sale netted $1,250
•	Received $600 grant from East Community Shared 

Mission Project; will have display at June 10 Gathering/
Presbytery meeting in Sneads Ferry

•	Preschool 
•	Graduation June 2
•	One teacher moving; interviews for replacement 

scheduled

Property Ministry Team report
•	Broken water pipe leading to Resurrection Garden 

repaired
•	Sheila Miller will work with repairman on repairs to 

organ
•	2nd floor manse HVAC capacitor needs repair; will be 

paid from Manse Rental Fund
•	City of Jacksonville removed trees and trash from work 

day
•	Broken concrete bench in Prayer Garden will be 

replaced
•	Tile floors will be refinished

Treasurer’s report
•	General Fund pledges 51% at end of April
•	Total income 23% at end of April
•	Total expenses 34% at end of April
•	Net Revenues/Expenses deficit $2,272; no transfers 

necessary

Worship Ministry Team report
•	Faith Garner, Coastal Carolina Community College 

student, will serve as pianist in July
•	Homebound communion schedule reviewed
•	Visitor (Anna) has volunteered to oversee acolytes
•	Pastor Marie and Opal Amos will visit Roberta Siegrist 

who is under Hospice care

May 2017 Session Notes
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In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers

Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Our Mission
The Spirit calls us to 

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Grow more like Christ as we 
explore issues of faith together; and to 

Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Time and Talent — It has been several years since our Church family has completed a Time and Talent
form.  The forms have been in the Sunday bulletin and can also be obtained in the church office or on our
website (go to About Us > Resources).  The forms have been updated and we are asking every individual to
complete a form even if you filled out a form years ago.  We will compile this list so it can assist the session
and ministry teams of our church with matching your time and talents so that we can all continue growing in
Christ.  Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete the Time and Talent form.

Change in Fund Balances
January 1, 2016 $109,136.00
October 31, 2016 $98,445.55
Net Change $<10,690.54>

October 2016
General Fund.................................................$35,475
Building Fund.....................................................$250

In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God. — Philippians 4:6 

Financials

Thank you for your support — The Stewardship Team

Continued 
Prayers 
for...
Deployed

Peter Jacob

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Stewardship
March 2017
General Fund $18,240.00
Building Fund $150.00

Change in Fund Balances
January 1, 2017 $113,176.00
March 31, 2017 $110,612.17
Net Change YTD $<2,564.36>

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other” 
that is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you 
e-mail address, please contact Kaye:  red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Please send updates to Gloria: 
gjparker@embarqmail.com

At Home
Martha Jacob
Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell

Roberta Siegriest
Barry Kellum

In Nursing Homes
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons 

Children’s Hope Alliance 

Please Bring Items for Children’s  

Hope Alliance (formerly Barium  

Springs Home for Children).  

Collection bins will be in the narthex as you enter  

the sanctuary and outside the church office.  

Children’s hygiene and craft items are needed.  

Your donations will be taken to the June 10 East 

Community Gathering at Sneads Ferry PC.



400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

Community Counseling Center

CENTERPOINT
“He always expects me to have dinner ready the moment he walks in from work, and 
I’ve had a long, hard day at my job,” the wife complains. The husband rolls his eyes 
and retorts:  “I earn double what she does, and in one quick visit to the mall, she can 
blow through whatever extra I have set aside.”

Marriage counseling is tricky. The couple is well aware something is not working in 
their relationship. They each are more ready to point out the other’s shortcomings 
than they are to look at their own. The implicit assumption is that counseling is about 
settling it once and for all. Which one is “right” and which one is “wrong”?

Far from taking one “side” or the other, counseling is about exploring the relationship dynamic. How did this marriage get 
where it is? It’s almost as if there is another person sitting in between the couple—a “third person” who is the marriage. That 
third person exists only by what the husband and wife are willing to put into that being. What does this third person look 
like? How might this third person grow and change?

If a couple is willing to relax their “sides,” they can begin to investigate this third person they have created and consider how 
their marriage can be re-created. The counselor assists the couple in exploring possibilities!

Call 910-452-7370, and visit the Center at www.presbyteriancounselingcenter.org.

 — Jonathan R. Kelley


