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So [the women] left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him,
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
– Matthew 28:8-10, 16-20

Beloved in the Lord,
Matthew closes his gospel with the appearance of the risen Lord to his close disciples:
the women and men who followed him and cared for him. Note that Jesus wastes little
time explaining his miraculous resurrection. Rather, he immediately sets the disciples to
the task of building the Church. What followed is 2000 years of Church Planting. We
can’t all worship at the same time in the same place, so we worship in countless buildings
spread throughout the world. We don’t all speak the same language, so we worship in
thousands of different tongues. We aren’t all comfortable with the same kind of music or
architecture or degree of formality, so we worship using countless varieties of liturgies,
diverse instruments, and in styles ranging from highly formal to extremely casual. We
have organized ourselves into many different denominations: Eastern Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Independent, Church of God, and the list goes on and on.
Our church is part of the Presbyterian Church (USA), part of the family of Presbyterian denominations, which fall under the
larger umbrella of churches in the Reformed Tradition.
In April we began a new sermon series that will take us into the summer. We are considering the question, “What does it
mean to be Presbyterian?” The short answer is that we are Protestant Christians in the Reformed Tradition. The
long answer expands on that statement over the course of ten sermons. The first two sermons expound on the beliefs that
unite us with all Christians: Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestant. The next three sermons focus on the beliefs
that unite us with other Protestants. The final five sermons detail the beliefs that are unique to the Reformed Tradition.
We began in April with the two basic beliefs that all Christians agree on: 1) we worship a Triune God: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit and 2) together we are the Church. This month we consider the beliefs that mark us as members of the
Protestant Tradition. These are often referred to as the Three Solas:
Sola Gratia—Sola Fide—Sola Scriptura
Grace Alone—Faith Alone—Scripture Alone
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Pastor’s Message, continued on page 5

1 Nelson Edmundson
4 Cathy Johnson
15 Nicole Thornton
24 Benjamin Sheegog
27 Ed Hall
27 Walter Bateman
30 Elaine Miller
31 Doris Sewell

MAY & JUNE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Dates

Liturgists

Usher Leaders

Treasurer Assistants

May 7*

Gary Danford

Bobby Sheegog

Bobby Sheegog

May 14

Sue Lowery

Pete Andrews

Mary Ellen Andrews

May 21

Opal Amos

Harry Woodard

Harry Woodard

May 28

Jessica Skinner

Tim Hunter

Tim Hunter

June 4

Opal Amos

Bobby Sheegog

Bobby Sheegog

June 11

Sue Lowery

Harry Woodard

Harry Woodard

June 18

Bobby Sheegog

Barbara Krause

Ariel Rymoff

the sheet across from Pastor

June 25

Elaine Miller

Tim Hunter

Tim Hunter

Marie’s office, or call the

* Communion
Head Ushers: Please make sure you and/or your team are available to assist
worshippers who may need help entering the building.

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide
flowers for the Worship
Service, please sign up on

Church office

Network News of the First Presbyterian Church

400 Bayshore Boulevard, Jacksonville, NC 28540 • (910) 455-2434 • www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com
Coastal Carolina Presbytery www.presbycc.org • Presbyterian Church (USA) www.pcusa.org
A monthly publication of First Presbyterian Churchfor the purpose of informing members and friends of the
meetingsand programs of the church, to provide newsworthy articles, and to strengthen communications in our
church family. Please send news and articles to the newsletter editor.
June/July 2017 Newsletter Submission Deadline................................... Friday, May 19
Ministers....................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Interim Pastor............................................................................................................................. The Reverend Marie Cone
Church Secretary.............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Choir Director..........................................................................................................................................................Jeff Story
Organist.............................................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Pre-School Director........................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor...........................................................................Lisa Colwell, (910) 937-0190, colwellster@gmail.com
2

Special Dates
May 7
Communion Sunday

May 14
Mother’s Day
May 21
Guest Minister
Rise Against Hunger Meal Packaging Event
June 4
Pentecost/COMMUNION

IT’S ALL HANDS ON DECK TO
HELP FEED A HUNGRY WORLD
First Presbyterian will be hosting a

June 18
Father’s Day

Rise Against Hunger
MEAL PACKAGING EVENT
May 21, 2017, 2–4 p.m.
FPC Fellowship Hall

Men of the Church

riseagainsthunger.org

Monday, May 1 at 6:30 p.m. Brad will be
cooking chicken. Everyone is invited to join us.
Please bring a side dish to share.
Cost is $7.00. Children are free.

Church Women United
Help Needed on May 5 at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior. First Pres is responsible for sandwiches and
desserts. If you can help, please contact Wanda Elliott,
910-455-0538, 910-265-1116, or welliott4@ec.rr.com.

Church Workday
Saturday May 6 at 8:00 a.m. All ages welcome
to come and help clean up church property.
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Resurrection Garden

The children and youth planted garden behind the church on Easter
Sunday morning. Bell peppers, zucchini, tomatoes and marigolds were
tucked into the ground, watered and prayed over.

Kids’ Corner
Pick a book…read and return!
There is a bookcase with
children’s books located in the
fellowship hall entrance way.
Children are encouraged to
choose a book or two…READ
AND RETURN ! Can anyone
read every book
on the
shelves?

Registration for the Fall is underway!
Registration forms are available at the
Church office, or by download at
www.jacksonvillepresbyterian.com
(click on the Preschool tab).

g

Thacker
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Summer Camp for Kids
Registration is now open at both Kirkwood and
Monroe! Check out their websites for details and
registration.

www.campkirkwoodnc.org
www.monroecamp.org

Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1

Each Sola represents a distinction the Reformers of the 16th century were making between Protestant beliefs and Roman
Catholic doctrine:
Grace over Merit—Faith over Works—Scripture over Tradition
I thought I’d give you a little introduction to the Solas by sharing some thoughts on Sola Gratia. It seems to me that far
too many of us struggle really believing this one. Surely there is something I can or should do to ensure my salvation. Isn’t
there anything I bring to the party? Didn’t our mammas raise us to bring at least a hostess gift when we were invited to
someone’s house?! How can we expect to show up at our Father’s House empty handed? And yet that is just what is meant
by Sola Gratia; it is just what Paul is talking about in Ephesians 2:8.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of
works, so that no one may boast. – Ephesians 2:8-9
Our salvation is a gift of God, and there is nothing we can do or need to do to earn that gift! If we could in any way
earn grace, or do something to make us worthy of grace, we would just boast about it, brag about it, and use it to declare
others less worthy or even unworthy. But Grace is a gift from God, a gift we receive with a mix of gratitude, joy, surprise,
and incredulity. Me? Really? Just as I am right now? Shouldn’t I at least shower first and put on a little make up?
Grace with no strings attached keeps us humble and helps us see others through the eyes of Jesus: with love and
compassion. But most important of all, embracing Sola Gratia helps us see ourselves through the eyes of Jesus: as beloved
children of God. Come join us on Sundays to learn more about Grace, Faith, and Scripture!
See you in Worship!
													Yours and His,
													Pastor Marie
5

April 2017 Session Notes
Members present: Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews,
Tim Hunter, Barbara Krause, Brad Kuegel, Sue Lowery, Dan
Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, Bobby Sheegog, Jessica Skinner,
and Harry Woodard. Also present was Pastor Marie Cone,
Moderator. Bill Carrier was excused.

• Next two youth Sunday School rotations
• The Emmaus Walk
• The Great Commission
• VBS planning
• Abundance Orchard is theme “Where faith grows and hungry
people are fed”
• Focus on New Testament
• Mission will be the Soup Kitchen
• Dates
• Mission Sunday June 18
• Registration June 23 5:30 – 6:00 p.m.
• Friday June 23 and Sunday June 25 6 – 8 p.m.
• Saturday June 24 10 a.m. – 12 noon
• Estimate of 200 people at Easter Egg Hunt
• Planning underway for new edition of church pictorial
directory
• Thanks to Fellowship Ministry Team for abundance of delicious
food for continental breakfast following Easter sunrise service
• New Preschool banner in place
• Preschool enrollment at 20; applications being received for
next school year
• Several visitors with multiple visitations; being given visitor’s
bag and Time and Talent sheet to indicate interest in
participating in church activities
• Rise Against Hunger
• Meal packaging May 21 4 – 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
• Goal is $2,944 for 10,000 meals to be packaged (we raised
approximately $4,500 [15,000 meals!] last year)
• Gifts of the Heart project raised $890 toward goal
• Received $600 “Making a Difference” Shared Mission Grant
from East Community of Presbytery of Coastal Carolina toward
goal
• $500 matching donation has been received
• Faith Garner, student at Coastal Carolina Community College,
will serve as guest organist during Sheila Miller’s vacation
• Dr. Sam Murrell (“Singing Sam”) will be pulpit supply on May
21
• Property Ministry Team report
• Four handicap signs placed
• Contractor engaged for manse repairs (to be paid from
Manse Rental account)
• Ongoing miscellaneous bathroom repairs
• Checklist for ensuring lights out, doors locked, etc. covered
with scout leader
• Scheduled CHURCH WORK DAY MAY 6 8:00 A.M.

Pastor’s Report
Preaching & Teaching
• Preached four out of four Sundays (one included Communion)
• Led the Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunrise Services
• Led and Hosted one Evening Dinner and Study events at my
home
• Led three Preschool Chapels
Administration
• Prepared one instalment of Letter from the Pastor for the
newsletter
• Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
• Attended Meetings: Session, Evangelism and Mission,
Christian Education, Presbytery
• Attended summer pianist interview/audition
Pastoral Care & Nurture
• Lunch with the Pastor: One
• Home Visits: Ed and Geraldine Hall, Catherine Summerlin,
Martha Jacob
• Other Fellowship Activities: Lunch with individuals (2), Easter
Egg Hunt, Easter Breakfast
Other
Holiday: 1

Vacation: 0

Study Leave: 0

Sick Leave: 0

Action Items
Approval of:
• Pizza Party and Youth Outing to Accidental Artist June 4 (paid
from Youth Fund)
• Mission Sunday June 14
• Intergenerational Sunday School class using VBS material
• Make table runners for Soup Kitchen

					Sue Lowery

Discussion Items

					Session Clerk

• Devotional from Race and Reconciliation (Confessions of 1967
and Belhar), section 5 “Unity, Reconciliation, and Justice”
• Report from Commissioner to March 25 meeting of Presbytery
of Coastal Carolina (bulletin insert gives highlights)

6

At Home
Martha Jacob

In Nursing Homes
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell
Roberta Siegriest
Barry Kellum

Please send updates to Gloria:
gjparker@embarqmail.com

First Presbyterian Church E-Mail News
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have E-Mail News, “FIRST Touch…Keeping in Touch with God and Each Other”
that is maintained by Kaye Bledsoe. If you are not receiving E-Mail News and would like to receive or need to change you
e-mail address, please contact Kaye: red-kayak@hotmail.com.

Continued
Prayers
for...
Our Mission

Deployed
Peter Jacob

The Spirit calls us to

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Stewardship

In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
March 2017
Rehab Centers
General Fund
$15,780.00
Lei Ashley – Onslow
House
Building
Fund
Donna McIntyre – Liberty$350.00
Commons
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Grow more like Christ as we
explore issues of faith together; and to
Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Change in Fund Balances

Please send updates to
Gloria,
January 1, 2017
$113,176.00
gjparker@embarqmail.com

March 31, 2017

Net Change YTD

$110,611.17

$<2,565.36>
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CENTERPOINT
The Center has a new name! The Board of Directors changed the name to

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER
The new name clearly indicates that the Center welcomes people of all faiths as well as those who have no church affiliation.
The Center is for the “Community.”
But a new name does not mean any change in the mission of the Center. The ministry of the Center is an intensive form
of churches’ pastoral care. As it has for nearly 40 years, a close church connection has sustained the Center’s ministry of
counseling.
The Center relies on the partnership of churches and individuals for financial gifts to support a sliding scale fee program.
Thanks to gifts for this program, $97,000 in counseling fees was subsidized in 2016!
The Center is for the Community.
The Center is a Community of all those who are committed and caring.
Celebrate your part in the Community!

Call (910) 452-7370, and visit the Center’s website at www.presbyteriancounselingcenter.org.
— Jonathan R. Kelley

