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For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

– 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Beloved in the Lord,
This year the first Sunday in Lent is also the first Sunday in March, and as usual we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper. At our
final service of Lent, on Maundy Thursday, we will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper. So I thought that it would be an ideal
time to take up the topic of The Eucharist.
Eucharist or Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion
Only recently have Presbyterians begun to refer to this sacrament by what has been
considered a Roman Catholic or Episcopalian term: Eucharist. Eucharist means “Body
of Christ” and those in the Reformed faiths reject the idea that the bread and wine are
literally transformed into the body and blood of Christ. However, we do believe that an
important aspect of this sacrament is that it happens in the context of the community of
faith, also known as the “Body of Christ.” That belief is part of the basis for using the term
Holy Communion: in partaking of the sacrament we are communing with believers around
the world and throughout time as well as with Jesus. The term Lord’s Supper reminds us of
the Jewish origins of the sacrament; our Lord instituted it in the context of celebrating the
Passover supper with his close friends. That leads us to the next key concept.
Remembering by Reenacting
In celebrating the Passover, Jews remember by reenacting. They don’t simply think about or meditate on what happened
when their ancestors fled Egypt. They remember by reenacting; the Passover table is laid with lamb, bitter herbs,
unleavened bread, and other items that are used to remember God’s grace in a physical and visceral way. When
Christians celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we do much the same thing. As a Minister of Word and Sacrament, I DO THIS in
remembrance of Jesus. I TAKE the bread, I give thanks, I break it, I give it to the community of believers. I POUR the cup; I
give it to the community of believers. We all eat; we all drink. We remember Jesus’ sacrificial death by re-enacting, as the
Body of Christ, that special Passover meal. We remember who we are, whose we are, and who we are called to be in the
world.
Grace not Works
Another key concept is the invitation to the table. Our liturgy says that Jesus invites all
who believe in Him and have been baptized in His name to come to the table. At first
this may seem a bit exclusive: only those who have been baptized can come to the
table. Actually, this form of invitation is inclusive! For centuries Christians have focused
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Lunch with the Pastor
3/9 at Chili’s
3/23 at The Angry Ginger
Meet at 11:30 a.m.
RSVP to the office

3 Mike Bean

Church Women United

5 Donna Kuegel

Friday March 3 at 11:30 a.m.

8 Sue Lowery

Lutheran Church of Our Savior

9 Jennifer Bean

1115 Lejeune Boulevard

14 Samantha Sartelle

If you can attend, please call Wanda Elliott at
910-455-0538 or 910-265-1116 before Wednesday, March 1.

19 Ariel Rymoff
20 Gwen Duppstadt
21 Bill Carrier

Daylight Savings
Begins
March 12

22 Gordon Robinson, Ryan Story
25 Hunter Hadley
28 Dominque Richmond

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Dates

Liturgists

Usher Leaders

Treasurer Assistants

5*

Bobby Sheegog

Pete Andrews

Mary Ellen Andrews

12

Sue Lowery

Barbara Krause

Kaye Bledsoe

19

Opal Amos

Bobby Sheegog

Opal Amos

Bill Carrier

Opal Amos

26		

* Communion
Head Ushers: Please make sure you and/or your team are available to assist
worshippers who may need help entering the building.

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide
flowers for the Worship
Service, please sign up on
the sheet across from Pastor
Marie’s office, or call the
Church office
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I want to thank everyone for the delightful and
varied Christmas gifts and birthday greetings.
I am deeply touched and honored by the
generosity and thoughtfulness of the members
of this congregation. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart!

Ash Wednesday Service
March 1 at 7 p.m.

Yours & His,
Pastor Marie

SUPPORTING OUR MISSIONARIES

Palm Sunday

The Collins Family: Serving in Thailand

April 9
with procession of palms
by the children

Maundy Thursday Service
April 13 at 7 p.m.

Andy and Ellen Collins appreciate our support and
communication as they serve as missionaries in Thailand.
Andy works at the Christian Communications Institute as
an audio-visual consultant. Ellen is training coordinator
at the Home of the Swallow, a center for needy mothers
and children. Son, Christopher, is now in college and son,
Jonathan is in the 8th grade.

Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 15 at Noon

You can mail letters to:
c/o Christian Communications Institute
Payap University
PO Box 48
Chiang Mai 50000
Thailand
E-mail: andycollin@gmail.com
Family Birthdays:
Ellen – March 6
Andy – September 3
Christopher – September 28
Jonathan – January 3

Easter Sunrise Service
April 16, time TBA

Easter Service
3

April 16, 11 a.m.

Hello, Everyone!
We have been very busy at the preschool! We recently had a visit from the Pine Knoll Shores Aquarium outreach program.
They brought several animals from the aquarium to share with us, including a baby sea turtle! It was an exciting day for all
of our little ones. A dental hygienist also visited our students to teach us about dental health during Dental Week, and gifted
each student with a goodie bag. Our Valentine party was a blast, and was enjoyed by all. The Bledsoe family generously
donated Valentine mailboxes to each child in both classrooms. On February 22, we took our first annual field trip to
Bowlarena to bowl in our socks.
We look forward to adding the same field trip next year’s school calendar. We are now welcoming enrollments for our Fall
2017 classes. We are excited to see the Lord’s plans for us in the future!
With Much Gratitude,
Jessica Arnold
Preschool Director

Reaching Out with Our Prayer Shawl Ministry
First Presbyterian Church has been involved in
a prayer shawl ministry for several years now.
The shawls are lovingly made and prayed over
before being given to those who are ill.
Donna Kuegel has extended our ministry beyond
the walls of the church as she frequently takes
a prayer shawl to those under hospice care. If
you know an individual who would appreciate
receiving a shawl, contact the church office or
Tony Amos.

“Shawls…made for centuries universal and embracing,
symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally loving, God.
They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace,
mother, hug, shelter and beautify.
Those who have received these shawls have been
uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings to
fly above their troubles…”
Written in 1998 by Janet Severi Bristow, Copyright ©2017

Gift of the Heart Brings Smiles and Raises Funds
What can sparkling lawn hearts do to help lift spirits and raise money? Our
second Gift of the Heart fundraiser was successful at both during the month of
February. Members participated by donating $20 to have 3 yard hearts placed
in a loved one’s lawn for 3 days. As a result, family and friends in the Jacksonville
area enjoyed the decorative hearts made by the church children and youth. This
year around $900 was raised to help fund our May 21 Stop Hunger Now
Meal Packaging Event. A big thank you goes to all who helped make
hearts, donate hearts and deliver the hearts!
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Glendora Quinn is at home alone recovering from a week’s stay
in the hospital due to heart problems. Her doctor prescribed full-time
care but she is not receiving it. She would appreciate a phone call,
a card, or perhaps a meal if you can do that. Her license has been
revoked due to health concerns, so before you visit the store you may
call her to see what she may need. (Please be aware of her poor
hearing and memory problems). Glendora has no family here, so
some friends are checking on her as they try to get her family here to
make plans for her care.
Thank you for anything you can do to help. Please contact the church
office if you need Glendora’s address or phone number.
Barry Kellum had back surgery on Tuesday, Feb. 14. Please keep
him, Connie and all who care for him in your prayers.
Anna Hamilton is recuperating from knee surgery. Please keep
Anna in you prayers

Our condolences to the family
of Lei “Hattie” Ashley, who
passed away on February 9.
The memorial service was officiated
by Pastor Marie on February 16
at Jones Funeral Home.
Please keep Traci Valez and the
family in your prayers.

At Home
In Nursing Homes
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Martha Jacob
Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell
Roberta Siegriest
Barry Kellum

Please send updates to Gloria:
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1

on making themselves good enough, holy enough to come to the table. In some denominations church members avoid
attending church on Communion Sundays because they do not feel worthy of taking the sacrament. However, when the
invitation is based on our baptism, we are reminded that we are welcome at the table only because of the Grace of God,
not because of any works we may have done.

Network New
Three times during Lent we will once more gather to celebrate the Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion. Our
Lord invites all who believe in Him and have been baptized in His name to come to the table that He has prepared for His
beloved children.
													Yours and His,
													Pastor Marie

There is an urgent
need for non-perishable
items,NC
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
• Jacksonville,

particularly canned meats, for CHEW. Please drop off
items in the bins outside of Gloria’s
more information
on
ite office.
out ofForhunger
by collecting
CHEW, please visit
shable,
child-friendly foods for
http://www.uwonslow.org/CHEW.

C H E W

How Can
YOU Help?
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Session Notes
Congregational/Corporate Meeting, January 29,
2017

from five days to four days with accompanying salary
reduction effective April 1
• Revised job descriptions for church organist and music director
• Election of corporate officers: Bobby Sheegog, President;
Brad Kuegel, Treasurer; and Sue Lowery, Secretary
• Request from Pastor for vacation leave in March to attend
closing on new house and to move
Pastor’s Report

A joint congregational/corporate meeting of First Presbyterian
Church, Jacksonville, North Carolina, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
was held immediately following worship on January 29, 2017.
Brad Kuegel, Treasurer, reviewed the 2017 budget. Although
fewer pledges were received, pledged income is higher than
2016. Transfers from the General Fund Savings Account and the
Building Fund Savings Account were used to balance the budget.

Preaching & Teaching

The following were elected:

• Preached five out of five Sundays (one Communion)
• Responded to the unexpected absence of our organist on
2/19
• Led and Hosted five Evening Dinner and Study events at my
home (average attendance: 6)
• Led two Preschool Chapels
Administration

Pastor Nominating Committee
Tony Amos
Jenifer Bean
Kaye Bledsoe
Gary Danford
Gwen Duppstadt

• Prepared one installment of Letter from the Pastor for the
newsletter
• Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
• Attended Meetings: Session, Nominating, Evangelism &
Mission, Personnel, PNC (x2)
• Prepared revised contract and budget
• Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Pastoral Care & Nurture

Elder to fill unexpired 2017 term
Brad Kuegel
2017 Nominating Committee
Ariel Rymoff (outgoing Elder), Moderator
Pete Andrews, representing Men of the Church
Alicia Burnett, representing Youth
Tammy Davis, at-large member from the congregation
David Dillingham, at-large member from the congregation
Jessica Skinner, representing the Session
Jackie Southerland, representing Women of the Church
Marie Cone, ex officio

• Recruited five New Members!
• Lunch with the Pastor: 2
• Individual Fellowship Opportunities or Meetings: 7
• Presbytery Events: Interim Pastor Collegium, hosted the East
Community (North) Ministers Lunch
• Fellowship/Mission Events: 2 (Souperbowl Lunch, Sweetheart
Banquet)
• Hospital Visits: 3 (Tim Hunter, Roberta Siegriest, Hattie Ashley)
• Medical Appointment Accompaniment: 1 (Barry and Connie
Kellum)
• Home Visits: Eric Zahui (x3), Ashley Family for funeral planning
• Funerals: Hattie Ashley (including separate internment)
Other

Called Session Meeting, February 12, 2017
Members present: Mary Ellen Andrews, Barbara Krause, Dan
Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, Bobby Sheegog, Jessica Skinner,
and Harry Woodard. Also present was Pastor Marie Cone,
Moderator; and Brad Kuegel, Treasurer. Prospective new
members present: Bobby and Charlotte McConnell, Trent and
Suzanne Bledsoe, and Rusty East.

Holiday: 0; Vacation: 0; Study Leave: 0; Sick Leave: 1

The only action item was to meet and welcome into fellowship
and membership of the church the McConnells, the Bledsoes,
and Rusty East.

Discussion Items
• Need for revision of Congregational Care portion of Standard
Operating Procedures
• 19 students enrolled in Preschool
• Preschool registration and tuition fees to be increased next
school year
• Need to replace preschool sign damaged by storm
• Property Team has list of needed repairs, including sanctuary
lights and parking lot striping
• Balance in Endowment Fund as of December 31, 2016
$66,956; only interest can be withdrawn from Endowment
Fund which must maintain a balance of $61,500
• Easter lilies will be available for purchase
• Worship Team planning for substitute organist during Sheila
Miller’s vacation

Stated Session Meeting February 21, 2017
Members present: Opal Amos, Tim Hunter, Brad Kuegel,
Barbara Krause, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff,
Bobby Sheegog, Jessica Skinner, and Harry Woodard. Pastor
Marie Cone, Moderator, was also present.
Action items
Approval of:
• Consent Agenda
• Request from New Hope PC, Chapel Hill, NC, for certificate
of transfer for Allen Amos
• Community Easter Egg Hunt April 15
• VBS June 23 – 25 (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday)
• Special offering for One Great Hour of Sharing on Easter
• Request from Pastor Marie Cone to reduce her work week
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FPC’s Pastor Nominating Committee Report
The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), composed of Gary Danford, Tony Amos, Jenifer Bean, Gwen Duppstadt and
Kaye Bledsoe, presented a report to the congregation. The PNC requests your prayers and support as they begin this
exciting process.

PNC Report to the Congregation — 2/12/17
As many of you know, following worship a couple of weeks ago, the congregation elected First Presbyterian’s Pastor
Nomination Committee. Our PNC consists of Gary Danford, Gwen Duppstadt, Jenifer Bean, Tony Amos, and myself. We
are excited about the journey ahead and humbled by your show of trust. Since our election, the PNC has met twice to
begin organizing and gathering resources for the process of calling a new pastor. We have realized the most important
resources needed are the spiritual resources of Scripture and prayer. We will be deliberate about spending time together
with God’s Word and in prayer, not simply as bookends to a meeting, but as an important part of listening for God’s
Spirit.
As your PNC moves forward in the search process, Gary Danford will serve as our chairperson, Tony Amos will serve
as the secretary, Jenifer Bean will be our internet communicator and I will be sharing reports with the congregation. As
we seek to call a permanent pastor, our work will be a partnership between the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, and our
PNC. No pastoral relationship may be established without the approval of the Presbytery. The Presbytery has appointed
a Committee on Ministry liaison to assist us as we move through the call process. Rev. Tim Havlicek, pastor at First
Presbyterian, Morehead City will serve as our PNC’s liaison.
Members of the PNC will receive training on February 19 th by Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. After training is
completed, the PNC will begin creating the church’s Ministry Information Form or MIF. This form provides a narrative
picture of the mission and ministry of First Jacksonville and its sense of call. Prospective pastors will use the form to help
them discern whether God is calling them to serve our church. Finally, maintaining confidentiality within the PNC is of
the upmost importance. This means that information about prospective pastors and all conversations, deliberations, and
perceptions cannot go beyond the members of the PNC, your presbytery liaison, and Presbytery’s General Presbyter. We
will work to share updates and information with the congregation about where we are in the process, but cannot reveal
names of prospective pastors or other specifics. Neither the Session nor Pastor Marie will be attending the meetings of the
PNC and will not be aware of our conversations.

Continued
Prayers
for...
The PNC will
be viewing a training video titled

Please let us know if you have questions or wish to share input.
We ask that you keep the members of the PNC in your prayers
as we seek to call new pastoral leadership for our church.
“On Calling a Pastor.”
You can locate this video at http://www.pcusa.org/ocap.

Deployed
Peter Jacob

The Spirit calls us to
At Home

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Stewardship
Martha
Jacob • Macie Ruddell

January
2017
Slim
Ruddell
General Fund

• Roberta Siegriest
$19,549.00
Winton Southerland

Building Fund

$150.00

In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers
Change in Fund Balances
Lei Ashley – Onslow House
January 1, 2017
$113,176.00
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
January 31, 2017
$110,425.00
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons
Net Change YTD

Our Mission

Grow more like Christ as we
explore issues of faith together; and to
Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

$<2,751.00>

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com
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400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540

CENTERPOINT
When someone receives a diagnosis of cancer or chronic illness, without
question we hope he or she will receive the very best medical treatment
available. What we may often overlook is the spiritual and emotional care
that such a diagnosis requires.
The Counseling Center is privileged to continue offering a specialized form of
counseling care for individuals and their families suffering with cancer or chronic illness.
The Sam Mann Healing Partnership is the Center’s mind/body/spirit counseling program. This unique counseling
is named in honor of an extraordinary local attorney who met his cancer diagnosis and final illness with inspiring courage
and grace. The Center’s counselors are ready to help individuals identify and explore their emotional wellbeing in the face
of illness.
Church families, caring friends and faith are essential resources. Counseling is an additional approach to live more fully
the life God gives us each moment.
Call (910) 452-7370, and visit the Center’s website at www.presbyteriancounselingcenter.org.
— Jonathan R. Kelley

