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I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:6

Beloved in the Lord,
It has been almost a year since the Mission Study Team was formed by the Session. Now, as I write this letter, the
Team has wrapped up its work and will present its final report to the Session the week before Christmas. During
the intervening months the Team reviewed the New Beginnings report, hosted four Café Conversations, and
considered how the ministry of the congregation has changed since that report.
Assuming that Session approves the report, it will be presented to the Commission on Ministry for approval at
its January meeting. Once the Committee on Ministry accepts the study, we will be given permission to elect a
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) who will use the Mission Study to prepare the Ministry Information Form
(MIF). Our MIF will be posted on the denominational website and the PNC will receive Pastor Information Forms
(PIFs) to review. Interested pastors will check us out online, through references, and eventually in person. The
interviews will eventually lead to the PNC presenting a candidate to the congregation to call as the next pastor of
First Presbyterian Jacksonville.
Our standing Nominating Committee has already recruited a slate of five nominees
for the PNC to bring to the congregation for election as soon as allowed. The
Mission Study Team, the Session, and both Nominating Committees covet your
prayers for the work they are doing for our Lord’s Church on your behalf. Please
pray that their work is pleasing in God’s eye and brings glory to His name.
Yours and His,
Pastor Marie
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Lunch with the Pastor

2
n. 1
a
J
,
y
s
rsda
Thu at Chili’
. 26
Jan
,
y
rsda
ar’s
Thu Chedd
at

7 Gary Danford
9 Kathleen Dillingham
19 Angela Thorton, Forrest Brown
22 Ella Sheegog
26 Betsey Hussey-Jones
27 Angela Sheegog
30 Jeff Story

Monday,

31 Liza Sartelle

January 16

JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Dates

Liturgists

Usher Leaders

Treasurer Assistants

1*

Opal Amos

Pete Andrews

Opal Amos

8

Sue Lowery

Barbara Krause

Sue Lowery

15

Gary Danford		

Gary Danford

22

Bobby Sheegog

Barbara Krause

Bobby Sheegog

29

Bob Krause

Harry Woodard

Opal Amos

* NO Communion
Head Ushers: please make sure you and/or your team are available to assist
worshippers who may need help entering the building.

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide
flowers for the Worship
Service, please sign up on
the sheet across from Pastor
Marie’s office, or call the
Church office
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Pre-School Director........................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
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2017 GIFT OF THE HEART Fundraiser — 3 hearts for 3 days for $20.
In February, we hope you’ll begin to see Valentine hearts on lawns of Jacksonville homes and hear from friends and loved
ones who have received them.
Yes, the exciting part of our Gift of the Heart fundraiser begins on Feb.1 when yard hearts will begin to appear on lawns
throughout the Jacksonville area. But you must sign up your recipients in January. 3 hearts for 3 days for $20.00.
So let’s get involved. Here are the ways to help make the fundraiser a success:
• Help make the hearts. Supplies can be provided or you can make your own.
• Sign-up to donate hearts. In January, a sign-up sheet will be on the
table outside the church office and online. Checks can be made out to
First Presbyterian Church with memo “Gifts of the Heart”.
• We need people to help move the hearts from lawn to lawn.
To make the delivery process less difficult, you will not be able to choose
specific dates during the month of February for your hearts to be delivered,
but you will be notified when your gift of the heart is to be delivered to the
recipient.
Begin to make your list of recipients and let Kaye know if you can help to make the hearts or deliver them. Watch for
sign-up forms available in January on the table outsi de the church office and on the church web site under “Mission
Outreach”. It you wish to sign a note card that will be delivered with the hearts, check by the church office or see Kaye.
Sign-up today.

A Thank You Letter... Seats and Feets
This letter was from the chief social worker of the Cumberland County Schools, Ms. Pamela Story, to Laura Lupton, PCC
Mission Coordinator for the West Community. This thank you report is so full of Joy! I’d like to share this expression of
thanks. – Kaye
Pastor Laura Lupton,
There are no words(not even a thousand) that can express my sincere and humble appreciation for the generous and
bountiful donation of underwear and socks that you shared with schools in Cumberland County Schools. We have just
issued the last pair of undies and we lost count at how many students were helped because we gave several packs to
many students in need. Many of these were not displaced by the Hurricane, but are considered homeless under the
McKinney Vento Act. We did ask several social workers to have students do thank you notes and cards, so if I receive
any(you know young people), I will forward them to you if you will give me your address. Please share our appreciation
with your staff.
Please know that the schools were told that the socks and underwear were from our awesome Presbyterian neighbors.
Again, thank you so much and please excuse my delay in acknowledging this donation!
Pamela
Pamela S. Story, MSW
Social Work Coordinator
Homeless Liaison
Cumberland County Schools
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Happy New Year!
We, the preschool staff, hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas! The
preschool students really enjoyed acting out the story of our Savior’s birth
with Marie during their last chapel lesson of 2016. The students were very
excited to receive gift bags containing books, telling the story of Jesus’ birth,
as a gift from the church. We know that they will treasure their books for
years to come! The students’ parents have thoroughly enjoyed the coffee
and cookies that were so generously served by many of the church members, during the last few months. Thank you! We
had a very successful cookie exchange and Christmas program with the preschool families before Christmas break.
We had a very blessed past year at the preschool and we look forward to the Lord’s blessings of 2017!
With Much Gratitude,
Jessica Arnold
Preschool Director

Odds and Ends
The children will begin a new rotation in January: “Jesus, the
Boy in the Temple”
They made 20 baby blankets this month during our Advent
workshops. They were dedicated during worship on 12-18 and will
be donated to the Onslow Women’s Shelter. (I will take a photo
and send it along separately)

Continued
Prayers
for...
Deployed
Peter Jacob

The

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Wel

In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers
Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons
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Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

The Thursday Book Study and
Dinner at Pastor Marie’s home have
finished “The Voyage of the Dawn
Treader” and will begin “The Silver
Chair” on January 5. Let Pastor
Marie know if you want to join us
and she’ll give you a study guide.

November 2016

Financials

General Fund

$18,721

October 2016
Building
Fund
$250
General
Fund.................................................$35,475
Building Fund.....................................................$250

Change in Fund Balances

Kaye Bledsoe retired from her position in the Presbytery office
on December 22. Congratulations and welcome back! Please
update your address book with her personal e-mail address:
red-kayak@hotmail.com.
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January 1, 2016
$109,136
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by pray
November 30, 2016
$93,721
let your requests be made known to G
Net Change in Fund Balances YTD
$<15,414.45>

Time and Talent — It has been several years since our Church
form. The forms have been in the Sunday bulletin and can also
website (go to About Us > Resources). The forms have been up
complete a form even if you filled out a form years ago. We will
and ministry teams of our church with matching your time and

OCTOBER SESSION NOTES
Session Meeting, October 18, 2016: Members
present: Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Gary Danford,
Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, and
Bobby Sheegog. Also present was Pastor Marie Cone,
Moderator.
Action Items
• Authorized special offering on October 23 and October
30 with funds collected to be sent to Presbytery of
Coastal Carolina for distribution to flood victims
• Approved payment of $1,639.24 per estimate from
Secured Lock, Inc., to install crash doors on four
exterior narthex doors
• Elected Sue Lowery as Commissioner to Presbytery
meeting October 29 in Whiteville
• Approved no Sunday School on Sunday, December 25;
worship service at 11 a.m. (children can come in their
pajamas)
•
Pastor’s Report
Preaching & Teaching
• Preached three out of three Sundays (services
cancelled on 10/9 due to Hurricane Matthew)
• Taught one rotation workshop for Sunday School,
helped assist in another
• Began Teaching Children Worship in the Sanctuary
during the Children’s Message
• Led two Evening Dinner and Study events at my home
(average attendance: 6)
• Led one Preschool Chapel (I am teaching the children
the Lord’s Prayer)
• Led the Blessing of the Animals
• Helped set up for World Communion Sunday
Administration
• Prepared monthly Letter from the Pastor for the
newsletter
• Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
• Attended the monthly Interim Pastor Collegium
• Attended Meetings: Session, Mission Study Team (Café
set up), Preschool Board, Stewardship, Worship
• Developed Emergency Plan and Call List for Hurricane
Matthew
• Developed Plans and Schedule for Preschool Chapel for
the 2016-2017 school year
• Prepared Schedule and preliminary Plans for Parents of
Preschoolers Group
• Completed Fall, Advent, and Christmas Worship Plans
(scriptures, sermon titles, hymns, liturgy)
• Began work on the final Mission Study Report
Pastoral Care & Nurture
• Lunch with the Pastor: One
• Fellowship/Mission Events: Two: Mission Study Café 4,
Car Line Café for Preschool Parents
• Meetings with Individuals: One
• Home Visits: Doris and Louis Sewell (x3), Lamar Reid

(Barb’s Step-Father)
• Continuing Education
• Evangelism Conference in Richmond: Start with Why
• North Carolina Women’s Preaching Festival in Durham:
Her Voice through the Seasons
Other
• Holiday: 0; Vacation: 0; Study Leave: 4; Sick Leave: 0
Discussion Items
Communications: Mailings from Bill Reinhold, General
Presbyter/Stated Clerk regarding 2017 pledges (per
capita tax and Presbytery-Unified General [shared
mission support]); emails from Nancy Gladden, Mission
Coordinator, East Community: opportunity to apply for
$600 shared mission grant with funds to be used for
Stop Hunger Now (Kaye Bledsoe prepared application
listing Antioch PC as a partner), extensive hurricane
recovery update and officer training for elders and
deacons on November 12 at Cape Carteret PC.
Christian Education: Planning underway for Trunk or
Treat October 29, 6 – 8 pm (Boy Scouts will assist;
games; hot dogs). New Sunday School rotation
(Deborah) begins October 23.
Congregational Care: Care package sent to Don
Edmondson; hurricane Matthew update: home visit to
G. McMillan (assisted in reaching children); phone visit
with Catherine Summerlin; visited with Shelby Hunter;
checked on Olive Downing, Connie Kitchen, Slim and
Macie Ruddell, Lisa and Travis Colwell; arranged housing
for Eric Zahui to avoid flooding in Morehead City area.
Made several home and/or phone visits with Doris
Sewell.

Property: Part of one tree in prayer garden blown down
during hurricane. Minimal damage to the manse.
Stewardship and Treasurer’s Report: Audit team is
working on recommendations for next year. Memorials
book can now be updated on typewriter. Received gift
from the Sewells that will be used to reduce amount of
First Bank loan for roof repair. Income from pledges is
ahead of schedule, but non-pledged income (estimated)
is behind schedule. There has been a negative net
change of $23,571 in fund balances since January
1, 2016 (general expenses are more than income
received). No extraordinary expenses since the last
budget report.
Worship: (From report submitted) Meeting October
11, 2016. Worship outlines reviewed and discussed
for October, November and December, including
Reformation Sunday, (October 30), Christmas Eve, and
Christmas Day. Hanging of the Green (Dec 4). Choir
Cantata (Dec 18). Opal will contact families to light
the Advent wreath and participate in the Green service
readings. Acolyte program guidelines and update
included and attached for information. Homebound
communion scheduling is underway for this quarter.
Communion set-up for November (Tony Amos/Dan
Roemerman) and December (Tony/Opal Amos); no
communion in January. Pulpit supply is set for 10/23,
11/13, and 01/01 (Eric Blahut). Dan Roemerman
has agreed to order poinsettias for Christmas. Pending
discussions: inviting scouts and their families to worship
and preparing communion schedule for 2017.

Evangelism/Missions: Team is working with CE on
Trunk or Treat; will provide bouncy castle. Will coordinate
cookie collection/distribution to police and fire
departments on Christmas Eve.

FOR SESSION DISCUSSION/REFER TO WHICH TEAM?
Consider a ‘dedicated’ greeter (one or two people) to
make personal contact with unfamiliar faces (before,
during, or after worship) to engage them personally
and acquire their contact information if they are willing
to give it. (?Evangelism?) (After discussion, it was that
Evangelism will handle this.)

Fellowship: The Team will coordinate a fifth Sunday
luncheon for October 30. Members who are serving or
who have previously served on the Team will assist the
Moderator in planning and executing this luncheon.

REMINDER: All TEAMS, please notify Dan Roemerman or
Pete Andrews when you have information that needs to
be shared on the church sign out front about upcoming
events.

Nominating: All active members who were asked
to serve on the Pastor Nominating Committee (once
approved by Commission on Ministry) have agreed to
serve. Nominating committee still working on slate of
Ruling Elders for Class of 2019.

Necrology report reviewed for Reformation Sunday,
October 30.

Personnel: No meeting.
Preschool: Student enrollment is down and an
adjustment in staffing has been made; remaining staff
is strong. Students will have a trick or treat event at the
church. Pastor Marie will work with preschool staff and
students to make advent wreaths.
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Mission Study: Fourth and final session of Mission
Study World Café has been held. Hurricane Matthew
interfered with team meeting. Report is being prepared
and will be presented to Session and the congregation
at a later date.
Prayers were requested for the Sewell and Lord families
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. Other
individual prayer requests were also noted.
Sue Lowery, Clerk

NOVEMBER SESSION NOTES
Stated Session Meeting, November 15,
2016. Members present: Opal Amos, Bill Carrier, Gary
Danford, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff,
Bobby Sheegog. Also present were Pastor Marie Cone,
Moderator, and Brad Kuegel, Treasurer.
Action Item
Scheduled Congregational Meeting for December 11 to
elect Ruling Elders for Class of 2019
Pastor’s Report
Preaching & Teaching
• Preached two out of four Sundays
• Taught one rotation workshop for Sunday School,
helped assist in another
• Continued Teaching Children Worship in the Sanctuary
during the Children’s Message
• Led three Evening Dinner and Study events at my
home (average attendance: 6)
• Led three Preschool Chapel (I am teaching the children
the Lord’s Prayer)
• Led and/or Participated in three Funerals: Louis
Sewell, Lamar Reid, Gene Davis
Administration
• Rescheduled November Newsletter; Prepared monthly
Letter from the Pastor for the newsletter
• Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
• Attended Meetings: Session, Stewardship, Presbytery,
East Community Ministers Monthly Lunch
• Continued work on the final Mission Study Report
Pastoral Care & Nurture
• Lunch with the Pastor: Two
• Fellowship/Mission Events: Three: Trunk or Treat, 5th
Sunday Gathering, Preschool Halloween Parade
• Meetings with Individuals: One
• Home Visits: Libby Reid, Catherine Summerlin (with
Gladys McMillan), Betsy Hussey Jones,
• Homebound Communion: Three (all with Elder Gary
Danford): Donna McIntyre, Dot Keel, Hattie Ashley
• Sympathy Cards: Six
Other
• Holiday: 1; Vacation: 3; Study Leave: 0; Sick Leave: 0
• Report from Commissioner to October 29 Meeting of
Presbytery
• Retirement of Helen Locklear, Board of Pensions
representative; introduction of Elizabeth Little
• Administrative Commissions with original jurisdiction
approved

• Faison Memorial, Clinton: membership declining;
building in need of repair
• Graves Memorial, Clinton: disputes among
membership
• Election of Clarence Page as Central Community
Mission Coordinator
Finance:
• Approval of 2017–18 budget
• Purchase of property for the bridge, new church
development, in Leland
• Revision of scholarship guidelines (allow seminary
graduates to apply for loan)
• Sale of vacant lot by Westminster, Whiteville
• Sale of 4725 S. College Road, Wilmington
• Approval of new committee members, including Gary
Danford, COM
• Approval for commission to examine Dayton Wilson to
move from Inquirer to Candidate
• Approval of minimum Terms of Call
• Leave for adoptive parents changed from two weeks
to four weeks
• Approval of alternative means of examination for
Delton Farmer
• Gracious dismissal of Wayside PC, Lee County, to
Evangelical Presbyterian Church
• Recognition of recent CRE graduates
• Reports from summer meetings of three Missional
Communities
• East Community video showed Stop Hunger Now
• Installation of John Bryan as Moderator
Discussion Items
Communication: Various emails: East Community
Video; 6 Conditions of a Growing Church; Making a
Difference Grant Recipient; Caroling in the Park; PCC
1001 New Worship Communities Event; Letter from Bill
Reinhold regarding Rescheduled Presbytery Meeting
Christian Education: Mary rotation begins November 20;
children will sing during worship; children will make baby
blankets to remind them baby Jesus was swaddled;
blankets will go to Women’s Center with dedication of
blankets during worship; Trunk or Treat was successful;
142 Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes have been
filled.
Congregational Care: Care package including banner
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and cards being prepared for Peter Jacob (deployed);
Veterans’ Day observance.
Evangelism/Missions: “Making a Difference” Shared
Mission Grant Application for $600 was approved;
money will be used for Stop Hunger Now.
Fellowship: Fifth Sunday lunch was successful.
Nominating: Barbara Krause, Sue Lowery, Jessica
Skinner, and Harry Woodard have agreed to serve on
Class of 2019.
Preschool: Nineteen students enrolled. Thanksgiving
Dinner Friday, November 18; volunteers needed.
Property: Merry Maids has been hired as new cleaning
contractor. Property is trying to get City to drive in to
pick up garbage cans. Crash bars have been installed on
two side doors in narthex. There is a need for a timed
thermostat on the second floor. The organ repairman
has been called.
Stewardship: Commitment Sunday is November 20;
need to know how much has been pledged before
budget can be finalized. The Audit sub-committee is
working on recommendations for changes to process.
Treasurer: Part of the Sewell gift was paid toward the
roof loan; the balance will be kept in the manse fund.
Worship: Team did not meet. Three of five families
needed for lighting the Advent wreath have accepted.
Readers are needed for Christmas Eve; service at 5:00
p.m. Christmas Day service will be at 11:00 a.m.
(no Sunday School); children of all ages can come in
pajamas. Men of the Church annual pig pickin’ at 6:30
p.m. on the first Monday in December; adults, $7.00,
children, free – money will go to charity.
Mission Study Team is working on report.
Called Session Meeting, November 20, 2016:
Members present: Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews,
Bill Carrier, Gary Danford, Tim Hunter, Barbara Krause,
Sue Lowery, Ariel Rymoff, Dan Roemerman, and Bobby
Sheegog. Pastor Marie Cone, Moderator, was also
present.
The only item of business was approval to collect canned
goods to be donated to Christmas Cheer during the first
two Sundays of Advent.
Sue Lowery, Clerk

400 Bayshore Boulevard North
Jacksonville, NC 28540
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At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell
Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers
Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons
Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

Grow more like Christ as we
explore issues of faith together; and to
Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Financials

