
1

Network News
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, NC  •  February 2017

And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.  

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son into the 

world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.”  
–John 3:14-17 [New Living Translation]

Beloved in the Lord,
With Valentine’s Day looming on the horizon and chocolates, hearts, and romance filling the air, I thought I’d share this 
month some thoughts on Love, specifically Agape Love.  
As a seminary intern my first assignment was to shepherd a group of young adult singles, the Friends Group. [The name 
gives you a big clue as to the decade I’m talking about.] Those young singles dreaded Valentine’s Day because it reminded 
them that they were not in a romantic relationship, something for which each of them longed. If February 14 is about 
love, then for them, it was all about Eros, Romantic Love and the lack there of. While I realize that Hallmark and Russell 
Stover and rose growers promote that idea, I have always had a broader understanding of what it means to be someone’s 
Valentine. From the time I can remember, my mother would always have a card and little heart-themed gift ready for 
me at breakfast on Valentine’s Day. I grew up, as most kids did, giving Valentine’s to all of my classmates in elementary 
school. As I got older, I’d mail Valentine’s Day cards to friends and family members of whom I was particularly fond.  For 
me, February 14 is about Philia, Love between Friends. Nowadays I still give our daughters Valentines, because the 
fourteenth is also about Storge, Parental Love.
What are all of these different kinds of love I’m talking about? Well, while English has just  
one word for love, Greek has four, each with a slightly different nuance of meaning: 

•	 Eros—romantic love
•	 Philia—brotherly, friendly love (which is why Philadelphia is referred to as  
     the “City of Brotherly Love)
•	 Storge—parental love
•	 Agape—selfless, sacrificial love

What is Agape—Selfless, Sacrificial Love? It’s the kind of love God has for us, the love that Jesus speaks about to 
Nicodemus the night the Pharisee comes to him wanting to know more about this teacher who could work miracles. Jesus 
reminds Nicodemus of the story in Numbers 21:4-9, where God punished the grumbling, ungrateful Israelites by sending 
poisonous, deadly snakes into their midst. When they appealed for relief from the snakes, the LORD instructed Moses to 
take a pole and put a metal snake on it. When the people looked up at the snake, they would be healed from the poison 
and would not die. Note that the snakes didn’t go away, nor did they stop biting. The difference was that people no 
longer died from the bites. Jesus tells Nicodemus that the Son of Man (Jesus) will be lifted up on a pole (the cross) just as 
the bronze serpent was. And by looking up (and believing) people will be saved. The way that God the Creator showed 
Agape Love for the world was by sending God the Son to save everyone who believes in Him. And God the Holy Spirit 
is the one that encourages and enables us to believe.
This Valentine’s Day I invite you to broaden your understanding of Love and remember those you have not just Eros love 
for, but also Philia and Storge. And thank God for the Agape Love with which we have so graciously been blessed. Our 
Gifts of the Heart fundraiser is a simple but significant way we can express our gratefulness for all of the different kinds of 
love in our lives!
             Yours and His, 
             Pastor Marie
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March 2017 Newsletter Submission Deadline ................................ Friday, February 17
Ministers ...................................................................................................................................... The People of the Church
Interim Pastor ............................................................................................................................The Reverend Marie Cone
Church Secretary ............................................................................................................................................. Gloria Parker
Choir Director .........................................................................................................................................................Jeff Story
Organist ............................................................................................................................................................. Sheila Miller
Pre-School Director .......................................................................................................................................Jessica Arnold
Newsletter Editor ..........................................................................Lisa Colwell, (910) 937-0190, colwellster@gmail.com

FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
 Dates Liturgists  Usher Leaders  Treasurer Assistants
 5* Gary Danford Barbara Krause Opal Amos
 12 Bobby Sheegog Barbara Krause Ariel Rymoff
 19 Bobby Sheegog Harry Woodard Jessica Skinner
 26 Jessica Skinner Bob Krause Harry Woodard
 * Communion 
Head Ushers:  Please make sure you and/or your team are available to assist 
worshippers who may need help entering the building.

6   Kaye Bledsoe
12   Pete Andrews, Martha Jacob

13  Dot Keel
14   Marie Cone

19   Connie Kellum
20   Edward Hawes

25   Melody Dempsey
26   Steven Brooks

27   Pat Nelson

Sanctuary Flowers
If you would like to provide 

flowers for the Worship 
Service, please sign up on 

the sheet across from Pastor 
Marie’s office, or call the 

Church office

Souper Bowl Sunday 
February 5

Ash Wednesday Service 
March 1 

Sweetheart Banquet 
February 6
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2017 GIFT OF THE HEART Fundraiser — 3 hearts for 3 days for $20 
In February, we hope you’ll begin to see Valentine hearts on lawns of Jacksonville homes and hear from friends and loved 
ones who have received them. 
Yes, the exciting part of our Gift of the Heart fundraiser begins on Feb.1 when yard hearts will begin to appear on lawns 
throughout the Jacksonville area. But you must sign up your recipients in January. 3 hearts for 3 days for $20.00. 
So let’s get involved. Here are the ways to help make the fundraiser a success:

•	Help make the hearts. Supplies can be provided or you can make your 
own.

•	Sign-up to donate hearts. In January, a sign-up sheet will be on the 
table outside the church office and online. Checks can be made out to 
First Presbyterian Church with memo “Gifts of the Heart”. 

•	We need people to help move the hearts from lawn to lawn. 
You will be notified when your gift of the heart is to be delivered to the 
recipient. Sign-up today!

Please join us for this year’s Middle 
School Retreat, March 11 – 12, 2017 
at Camp Kirkwood. The retreat will be 
led by youth and adults of our Presbytery 
and our Presbytery Youth Council. We will 
have keynotes, worship, music, and fun 
recreation options around the camp.

Registration Deadline is Feb. 20.  
Registration Packet & Release Forms (PDF) 
are at:

http://presbycc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/01/
MSRetreat2017PacketOfForms_
Kirkwood.pdf

The retreat begins with registration Saturday 
morning between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m., 
followed by a Welcome and Keynote. We 
will conclude after worship Sunday morning 
no later than 11:30 a.m.

Dot Keel, who is one of our members residing at Liberty Commons, 
will turn 100 years old in February.  Let’s celebrate her birthday with 

cards from First Presbyterian Church members!  Send cards to:
Dot Keel

Liberty Commons
3045 Henderson Drive
Jacksonville, NC 28546
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Hello Youth, Youth Leaders & Volunteers!
It is with great delight, that I write to update you 
about Presbytery Youth events and introduce myself 
as I begin service with the staff in Elizabethtown as 
the Associate for Youth Ministries.

My name is Erin Wehrmeister and some of you 
may know me through my work at Westminster 
Presbyterian in Fayetteville or as an adult advisor with 
our Presbytery’s Youth Council.

I am passionate about connecting our young 
people to one another – whether their youth group 
has hundreds or if they’re the only teenager in the 
sanctuary.

My prayer is that I will be able to learn as much as I 
can from your individual approaches to ministry, and offer resources, support, and prayer in return.

I hope to meet many of you in person in the coming days and I hope to have the advice, interest, and participation of 
you and your youth. In the meantime, please feel free to reach out and let me know how I may support you and your 
ministries.

Updates:

1. Middle School Retreat @ Camp Kirkwood. March 11 – 12, 2017. Open to 6-8th grade youth. The 
theme this year is “Expect the Unexpected” and will look at different Biblical figures and the ways that God called them 
to unexpected work, and how they responded. **We may have a messy activity on Saturday, so please make sure 
students bring clothing for that — just in case. Registrations due February 20.

2. Montreat. The Presbytery of Coastal Carolina will sponsor a Montreat Trip for “Week 6: July 
30 – August 5.” I am attaching an info packet for youth to sign up for this incredible experience. Registration forms 
and INITIAL deposits are due on February 20 to the presbytery office.

4. Presbytery Youth Council Applications. If you know a young person (9th-12th grade) who has gifts for 
ministry, please share a PYC application with them. The PYC plans and leads events for youth of the presbytery and gain 
amazing experiences and friendships. I am attaching a PDF of the application. Applications may be turned in now for 
the 2017-2018 year; DEADLINE is August 1. If you have more questions, please don’t hesitate to ask!

Thank you for this opportunity & God bless!

Erin Wehrmeister

Associate for Youth Ministries 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 
807 West King Street 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337 
Office (910)862-8300 or Mobile (910)578-7724 
presbyccyouth@gmail.com
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December 2016
General Fund $35,994
Building Fund $650

Change in Fund Balances
January 2016 $109,136
December 31, 2016 $113,176
Net Change YTD $4,040

Condolences to the Dill Family on the death Matthew.

In Hospitals, Nursing Homes or
Rehab Centers

Lei Ashley – Onslow House
Donna McIntyre – Liberty Commons

Dot Keel – Liberty Commons

At Home
Martha Jacob • Macie Ruddell

Slim Ruddell • Roberta Siegriest
Winton Southerland

Our Mission
The Spirit calls us to 

Welcome all:
Sure and Unsure
Whole and Broken
Insiders and Outsiders

Grow more like Christ as we 
explore issues of faith together; and to 

Serve with gratitude and grace to the
glory of God

Time and Talent — It has been several years since our Church family has completed a Time and Talent
form.  The forms have been in the Sunday bulletin and can also be obtained in the church office or on our
website (go to About Us > Resources).  The forms have been updated and we are asking every individual to
complete a form even if you filled out a form years ago.  We will compile this list so it can assist the session
and ministry teams of our church with matching your time and talents so that we can all continue growing in
Christ.  Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete the Time and Talent form.

Change in Fund Balances
January 1, 2016 $109,136.00
October 31, 2016 $98,445.55
Net Change $<10,690.54>

October 2016
General Fund.................................................$35,475
Building Fund.....................................................$250

In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God. — Philippians 4:6 

Financials

Thank you for your support — The Stewardship Team

Continued 
Prayers 
for...
Deployed

Peter Jacob

Please send updates to Gloria,
gjparker@embarqmail.com

Congratulations to  

Pete & Mary Ellen Andrews on 

the birth of a grandson,  

Fisher Kai Andrews.

There is an urgent need for non-perishable items,  
particularly canned meats, for CHEW. Please drop off items  

in the bins outside of Gloria’s office.   
For more information on CHEW, please visit  

http://www.uwonslow.org/CHEW.

The Problem...
Childhood hunger in Onslow County is rampant.
Kids without adequate food over the weekend often
suffer from stomachaches, the inability to focus,
chronic absences, and frequent headaches. Long-
term food insecurity can also result in behavioral
problems, lower physical functions, and depressive
disorders, especially in
adolescents.

The Call to Action...
When staff at Dixon
Elementary noticed these
tell-tale signs in their
students, they realized
they must act! The PTO,
business leaders, area
churches, local nonprofits,
and United Way met and developed the CHEW!
Program to respond to this urgent need.

How it Works…
The CHEW! Program assists children in our
community by providing backpacks filled with child-
friendly, easy to prepare meals over the weekend.
Every week, volunteers from the community pack
the backpacks, which are distributed to children on
Friday and returned on Monday. Since its creation,
schools across Onslow County have been looking to
replicate this successful model.

The following schools currently operate as a
CHEW Site: Blue Creek Elementary, Clyde Erwin
Elementary, Dixon Elementary, Dixon Middle, Dixon
High, Meadowview Elementary, Morton Elementary,
Northwoods Elementary, Northwoods Park Middle,
Richlands Primary, Richlands Elementary,
Southwest Elementary, State Side Elementary and
Summersill Elementary.

How Can YOU Help?
First Presbyterian will host a food donation drive.
For the months of May, June & July we will be
collecting non-perishable food items that will provide
nutrition for children each weekend. Bring your food
donations to the church and drop them off in the
designated plastic bins as you enter worship or in
the educational building.

Monetary donations are welcomed too. Sponsor a
child by adopting a backpack
Backpack Buddy – 1 Week:  $7
Backpack Buddy – 1 Month:  $28
Backpack Buddy – 6 Months:  $168
Backpack Buddy – 1 Year:  $336

Food Donations
Non-perishable child-friendly foods and easy to
prepare meals are always needed. (Please no glass
items)

Breakfast
Pop-tarts
Cereal
Oatmeal
Complete Pancake Mix
Instant Grits

Lunch
Canned Soup
Peanut Butter/Jelly
Canned Meat
Ravioli/Spaghetti-o’s
Crackers
Canned Fruit

Let’s take a bite out of hunger by collecting 
non-perishable, child-friendly foods for 

Network News
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH • Jacksonville, NC May 2015

Dinner
Spaghetti/Sauce
Canned Veggies/Stew
Mac and Cheese
Complete Meal Boxes

Other
Individual Toilet Paper 

Rolls
Personal Hygiene Items

C EH W
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Congregational Meeting, December 11, 2016:  
A Congregational Meeting was held immediately following 
worship on Sunday, December 11, 2016.  The following 
were elected to serve as Elders for the Class of 2019:  
Barbara Krause, Sue Lowery, Jessica Skinner, and Harry 
Woodard.

Stated Session Meeting, December 20, 2016:  
Members present:  Opal Amos, Mary Ellen Andrews, Gary 
Danford, Tim Hunter, Barbara Krause, Sue Lowery, Dan 
Roemerman, and Ariel Rymoff.

Action Items
•	Approval of Mission Study Report to be submitted to 

East Community Commission on Ministry with request to 
approve a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)

•	Dismissal of Mission Study Team with thanks
•	Souper Bowl Sunday scheduled for February 5, 2017
•	Approval of 2017 communion calendar
•	Boy Scouts to be invited to Souper Bowl luncheon
•	Proceeds from Souper Bowl collection to benefit Onslow 

County Outreach Soup Kitchen
•	Payment of Christmas bonuses as follows:  full-time staff 

(Marie Cone and Gloria Parker), $100 each; part-time 
staff (Christeen Hyden, Sheila Miller, and Jeff Story), 
$50 each

Discussion Items
•	Extensive review of Mission Study Report
•	Four World Café conversations held to discuss church 

history, demographics, results of “Exploring Our 
Faith” survey and what we value as a church, how 
“welcoming” our church is, response to recent acts of 
violence, attitude toward the LGBT community, and a 
vision for the future
o Vision for the future
o Support Mission
o Establish goals for five specific areas

o   Participation
o   Leadership
o   Church budget
o   Relationship to community
o   Use of building

•	Names for Jesus found in the New Testament

•	Thank-you notes for donation to Presbytery Disaster 
Fund and “Seats and Feets” sent to Cumberland County

•	Number of General Fund pledges for 2017 two fewer 
than	•	2016	but	slightly	higher	in	dollar	amount

Stated Session Meeting, January 17, 2017:  
Members present:  Opal Amos, Bill Carrier, Barbara 
Krause, Sue Lowery, Dan Roemerman, Ariel Rymoff, 
and Bobby Sheegog.  Also, present:  Rev. Marie Cone, 
pastor; Brad Kuegel, treasurer; Jessica Skinner and Harry 
Woodard, incoming elders; and Gary Danford, outgoing 
elder. 

Action Items
•	Approval of five days’ vacation leave for Pastor Marie
•	Examination and approval of Jessica Skinner for 

ordination
•	Approval of 2017 budget as adjusted
•	Ash Wednesday service scheduled for March 1, 2017, 

7:00 p.m.
•	Maundy Thursday service scheduled for April 13, 2017, 

7:00 p.m. 
•	Scheduled annual meeting of congregation on January 

29, 2017 to present Mission Study Report and budget, 
elect corporate officers

•	Approval of allocation of $32,000 cash of Pastor 
Marie’s salary to housing allowance to comply with IRS 
regulations

•	Approval of annual statistical report (150 total 
membership, 63 average attendance, increase in 
number of members less than 25 years of age, smaller 
percentage of members over 65 years of age)

•	Election of Sue Lowery to serve as Commissioner to 
meeting of Presbytery March 25 in Morehead City

Pastor’s Report (Dec. 2016, Jan. 2017)
Preaching & Teaching
•	Preached seven out of nine Sundays (one Sunday 

services were cancelled due to bad weather), plus 
Christmas Eve; two included Communion

•	Taught five rotation workshops for Sunday School
•	Planned, scheduled, prepped January and February 

2017 rotation workshops
•	Led seven Evening Dinner and Study events at my home 

(average attendance: 6)

December 2016 – January 2017 SESSION NOTES
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•	Led four Preschool Chapels
Administration
•	Prepared for and organized response to ice storm when 

services were cancelled
•	Prepared two instalments of Letter from the Pastor for 

the newsletter
•	Staff Meetings: I meet with Gloria at least once a week
•	Attended Meetings: Session (x2), Stewardship Team, 

East Community Ministers Monthly Lunch, Preschool 
Board, CE Team, Mission Study Team, Worship Team

•	Finalized the Mission Study Report
•	Congregational Meeting
Pastoral Care & Nurture
•	Lunch with the Pastor:  Two, including Christmas Tea at 

our house (20 attended) 
•	Individual Fellowship Opportunities: Three
•	Fellowship/Mission Events:  Four: Men of the Church 

Pig Picking, Onslow Hospital Auxiliary Luncheon, Choir 
Christmas Party, helped pack up Operation Christmas 
Child boxes

•	Meetings with Individuals:  Three
•	Hospital Visits:  Doris Sewell
•	Home Visits:  Louise Egbert, Connie Kellum (x2),  

Eric Zahui (x2)
•	Funerals:  Attended one for Matthew Dill
•	Sympathy Cards:  One
Other
•	Holiday: 6; Vacation: 3; Study Leave: 0; Sick Leave: 0

Discussion Items
•	Need for non-perishable items, particularly canned 

meats, for CHEW

•	Bulletin notice to be prepared advising opportunity to 
donate cash to CHEW

•	Easter event and VBS to be planned by Christian 
Education Ministry Team

•	Details of Souper Bowl luncheon
o  Christian Education Ministry Team to arrange  

for soups
o  Evangelism/Missions Ministry Team to arrange  

for sandwiches
o  Fellowship Ministry Team (with assistance from all) to 

set up Fellowship Hall and return to normal state
o  Boy Scouts to provide s’mores

•	Gifts of the Heart requests being sought with hearts to 
be placed in February

•	Nominating Ministry Team meeting scheduled to seek 
replacement for unexpired term on Class of 2017 and 
members for 2017 Nominating Ministry Team

•	Periodic cleaning of floors Fellowship Hall wing to be 
scheduled

•	Review of form requesting use of Fellowship Hall
•	Audit sub-committee working on revisions to audit 

procedures
•	Memorial funds available for special requests
•	One scholarship application received
•	Three new students in preschool
•	Forms distributed for indicating moderator of ministry 

team preferences

    Sue Lowery
    Clerk of Session
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